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Townsend Has a New State Champion!

MT43 News Sports Reporter

Junior Kyla Meissner won the Class B Cross-Country
state championship this past Saturday in Missoula.
She took the lead before the first turn and didn’t
look back, clocking a time of 19:32, twenty seconds
ahead of her closest competitor, Della Sebring from
Manbhattan.

Kyla’s state title was the culmination of a great
season beginning with back-to-back wins at the Jef-
ferson Opener and Pony Meet. Her seventh-place
finish at the prestigious Mountain West Classic earned
her the Benefis Athlete of the week, chosen by the
Independent Record.

The Headwaters Invitational was her first time
clocking in the 18s and another win. The Helena
Crosstown was the perfect ending to the season, where
she claimed victory with her personal best time of
18:19, which is a new Broadwater High School record.

After the state race, Kyla reflected in an interview,
“I kept getting second place (at state) and mentally,
that’s a tough place to be. I have been working super-
duper hard in practice and in meets, so this first place
means a lot to me.”

Kylaplaced second at state during her sophomore
year with the sixth fastest time ever at a state meet in
Class B behind Plain’s Marina Tulloch, earning her
the Helena Independent Record’s All-Area Cross
Country Female Runner of the Year. She struggled
with hip pain during her freshman campaign but
toughed out an all-state performance, landing her
ninth on the podium.

This past June, Kyla won the Sk at the Governor’s
Cup in Helena. She also runs distance on the BHS
track team in the spring, where she is reigning Class
B champion at 3200 meters. She was the runner-up at
1600 meters and was second at both distances during

The Bulldog's Kyla Meissner is your 2025
Girls Cross-Country State Champion!
Kelly Morris Photography

her freshman year.

Reflecting on her
season, Kyla was mind-
ful of those around her.
“Thank you to my family,
my coach, my team, my
friends and loved ones
who came to support me
on Saturday and this sea-
son. I couldn’t be more
thankful to have you in
my life.”

Kyla getting her first-place medal
Photo Credit: Broadwater Sports Reporter

Cross Country Seniors

Photo Credit: Broadwater Sports Reporter

New Law Protects
Ranchers' Water Rights

Brett French
Billings Gazette Reporter

A new law designed to make it easier for landowners
to temporarily lease their water, without the risk of
losing their water rights, took effect on Oct. 1.

Senate Bill 178 was passed in this year’s Legis-
lature at the urging of the Galt family and Absaroka
Energy. Absaroka Energy has proposed building its
$1.5 billion Gordon Butte Pumped Storage Hydro
Project on the Galt’s 71 Ranch LP near Martinsdale.

The bill was initially opposed by the Montana
Stockgrowers Association and the Senior Water
Rights Coalition, along with other ag and water rights
groups, due to the amount of water that was proposed
for leasing — up to 2,000-acre-feet.

After being amended, the bill easily passed the
House and Senate.

Requests for comments from opponents on the
new law were not immediately returned. Conservation
groups, such as Montana Trout Unlimited, see the
measure as a way to pay landowners to keep water
in streams as hotter, drier summers persist.

This article was originally published in the Billings
Gazette.

408 BROADWAY STREET STE A
TOWNSEND, MT 59644-2323
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Speed Limit Raised on US Highway 287 Four Lanes

Jack H. Smith
Publisher Three Forks Voice

Earlier this year, the Mon-
tana State Legislature
passed a bill that raised the
speed limit to 75 miles per
hour during the day and 70
miles per hour at night on
any four-lane portion of
National Highways that
is 10 miles or longer and
not subject to a permanent

special speed zone. This
includes U.S. 287 between

Speed limit changes on
Highway 287 have been
recently posted, starting at

Three Forks and Townsend.  the four-iane section between
; _ Three Forks and Townsend.
According to Bro?d Jack Smith, Three Forks
water County Sheriff Nick Voice Photographer

Rauser, new speed limit signs were installed in the
affected areas of the county on October 1.

House Bill 312, sponsored by Rep. Jed Hinkle of
Belgrade, passed the House on February 12, the Montana
Senate on April 10, and was signed by Governor Greg

Gianforte on May 1.

On the House Floor in February, Hinkle said when
the Montana Department of Transportation expanded
the road to four lanes between Townsend and Wheat
Montana, the ability to exceed the speed limit to pass
lawfully was taken away.

"So, in other words, when the highway was two lanes,
we could exceed the speed limit by 10 miles an hour to
pass, but now that it has been expanded to four lanes, we
cannot drive faster than 70 without breaking the law,"
said Hinkle. "Additionally, the nighttime speed limit
is 65 for passenger vehicles, the same as a semi-truck.
A passenger vehicle cannot pass a semi-truck on this
road at night on this four-lane road without breaking the
law. When you pass a semi-truck, generally the safest
thing to do is to get passed sooner than later and stay
out of the truck's blind spot. And as well all know, a
slower passage often results in a chipped windshield.
So, House Bill 312 solves this problem by offsetting
the speed by five miles per hour. That way, on four-lane
roads, we can safely pass without breaking the law."
This story was originally published in the Three
Forks Voice.

Accident on Main Street

Accident at Broadway and Oak
Photo Credit: Lois Magdall

Nick Rauser
Broadwater County Sheriff

On October 22,
2025, at approxi-
mately 11:32 AM, Broadwater
County Dispatch received a call

about a rollover on Broadway. The accident
was reported at Broadway and Oak.

Deputies, EMS, and Fire responded. The
Deputies investigated the accident. It was

9 dctermined that a Pickup was traveling East

8l on Main Strect. A smaller SUV pulled out in
front of the pickup. The SUV was travelling
South on Oak.

The pickup collided with the SUV, and the
collision caused the SUV to turn onto its roof.

The Driver of the SUV was cited for
Careless Driving.
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Lady Bulldogs Honor Their Senior Players

Bryleigh Erickson
BHS Sports Reporter

Seven seniors were honored at senior
night during the last regular season

game, Thursday, October 23rd, when
the Ennis Mustangs travelled to
Townsend to take on the Bulldogs. Those honored
were Aspen Slyker, Kaityln Noyes, Holly Newman,
Kenzie Knaub, Emmalin Fischer, Harper Wolfgram
and Mishayla Lambott.

The C squad team for the Bulldogs beat the Mus-
tangs 25-23, 25-19, and 15-12. Ella Toney had 4 aces,
the most on the team. Avery White followed with 3
aces. McKenna Weaver and Brinley Eggers both had
one block. Avery White led the team with 3 kills, and
she also led the team in digs with 8. McKenna Weaver
had 7 digs. This was the last game for the Bulldogs C
squad team, and they finished the year with a record
of 10 wins and 2 losses.

Next was the Junior Varsity game. The Bulldogs
beat the Mustangs 25-13, 25-19, and 16-14. Savannah
Paulsen had 2 aces to lead the team. Sophia Lamb and

Ava Tiffany led the team in blocks with 2 each. Sophia
Lamb had 5 kills, followed by Tevyn Newman, who had
4 kills. Tevyn Newman had 8 assists, and Grace Ragen
got 7. Louie Parr led the Bulldogs in digs with 9. This
was the last game of the season for the Junior Varsity
team, and they finished the year off with a record of
10 wins and 2 losses.

The Varsity team beat the Mustangs in three sets,
securing the number one seed in the district tourna-
ment. The scores were: 25-15, 25-20, and 25-16. Jazel
Ragen and Kaitlyn Noyes had 2 aces each to lead the
team. Harper Wolfgram led the team in blocks with 2.
Kaitlyn Noyes had 10 kills to lead the Bulldogs, and
Bryleigh Erickson and Holly Newman had 6 each.
Holly Newman had 17 assists, and Bryleigh Erickson
had 11. Aspen Slyker had 12 digs.

The Lady Bulldogs ended the regular season with
a 9-0 record.

The next game for the Lady Bulldogs Volleyball
team with be Thursday, October 30th at 1:30 pm. The
game will be in Manhattan against either Three Forks or
Whitehall. Come to Manhattan to cheer on the Bulldogs
as they chase a district championship!

Broadwater High School Volleyball:
Townsend Bulldogs vs Ennis Mustangs

Lady Bulldogs Outside Hitter Kaitlyn Noyes goes

Aspen Slyker with a dig for the Bulldogs
Kelly Morris Photography

up for a spike Kelly Morris Photography

Vi)

Bryleigh Erickson with a nice block
Kelly Morris Photography

Holly Newman sets the ball for Harper
Wolfgram Kelly Morris Photography

Lady Bulldog's Libero Emmalin Fischer with
a dig Kelly Morris Photography

Holly Newman jumping into action
Kelly Morris Photography
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‘PLAYERS

Kyla Meisner: State
Champion in XC
Photo Credit: Townsend

Booster Club

Boys XC: Gavin Greene
Photo Credit: Townsend
Booster Club

Cheer: Angel Sentinella
Photo Credit: Townsend
Booster Club

Football: Braden Martin
Photo Credit: Townsend
Booster Club

Volleyball: Holly Newman
Photo Credit: Townsend
Booster Club

Bulldogs Suffer Close Loss

in Columbus

Bryleigh Erickson
BHS Sports Reporter

On Friday, October 24th, the Bulldogs
varsity football team travelled to

Columbus to play the Cougars. Both
teams held 3-2 conference record,
so this game would be a battle for 3rd and 4th place in
the Southern B division.

The first quarter began with the Bulldogs in possession.
Soon, Columbus forced the Bulldogs to fumble the ball.
The Cougars scored a touchdown, but they missed the
extra point. On the next possession, the Bulldogs were
forced to punt to the Cougars. Colombus scored another
touchdown and had a successful two-point conversion.
The Bulldogs ended the first quarter down 0-14.

As the second quarter began, the Bulldogs started
with possession but were forced to punt. Bulldog defense
line ended Columbus’s possession defense, forcing the
Cougars to punt. Then the Bulldogs were forced to punt,
which gave Columbus the ball. Tannen Tufflemire had
an interception from a pass tipped by Trenton Hoveland.
With the Bulldogs in possession, Tavyn Anderson
threw a pass to Jim Tew to score a touchdown. Logan
Johnson scored the extra point. The Bulldog defense
forced Columbus to punt. Bradan Martin had a good
return. Logan Johnson kicked a 24-yard field goal to
give the Bulldogs 3 points. Then the Bulldogs kicked
to the Cougars. With Columbus in possession, Tanner
Bird sacked the Cougars’ quarterback. The score going
into the second half was 10-14 with the Cougars ahead.

In the third quarter, the Bulldogs' defense forced
Columbus to turn the ball over on downs. The Bull-
dogs’ possession ended and they punted the ball. The
Bulldogs' defense forced Columbus to turn the ball over
again. The Bulldogs had a long offensive possession,
which ended with a touchdown when Tavyn Anderson
threw a 35-yard pass to Tannen Tufflemire. The extra
kick by Logan Johnson was good and the Bulldogs
were up 17-14. On Columbus’s next possession, Tavyn
Anderson caught the ball in an interception, which
gave the Bulldogs the ball going into the fourth quarter.

The Bulldogs attempted a 37-yard field goal, but
it failed. Columbus gained possession but was soon
forced to turn over the ball. Bulldog possession then
ended when they were forced to punt. Columbus had a
long offensive possession that ended in a touchdown.
They attempted a two-point conversion, but it was
unsuccessful. The Bulldogs again gained possession
but were unable to score, which made the Cougars
winners of the close and hard-fought game.

The Bulldogs will travel to a playoff game in Red
Lodge on Saturday, November 1st, at 1 pm.
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The Montana State Cross Country Championships
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s the #2 finisher for the
Bulldogs for the Girls team at the State Cross-
Country Meet last Saturday with a time of 21:43
Kelly Morris Photography
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The Bulldog's Arabella McDaniel finishes strong as

the #3 finisher for the Girls team at the State Cross-

Country Meet last Saturday with a time of 23:48
Kelly Morris Photography

MT43 News Sports Reporter

The Montana state cross country championships took place
Saturday, October 25th, at the University of Montana golf
course in Missoula. More than 1100 runners (610 men
and 541 women) representing 130 schools from all classes
descended on the course, which also hosts the Mountain
West Classic every September. Class B had the largest
fields of the day for both the men and women, despite
having the most difficult qualifying times.

The Bulldog men’s team finished as a team in 13th
place with 394 points among the 24 Class B teams with
enough qualifying runners to tally a team score. First to
cross the line for the men was senior Gavin Green, who
ran a time of 18:37 to place 37th in a field 0f 203 runners.
Gavin improved by halfa minute from the Mountain West
race. Junior Dallas Fligge, in his first state race, finished
in 48th place in 18:51. Fellow junior Rylan Hoveland
erased forty-six seconds off his Classic time to clock
19:48 in 99th.

Freshman Clayton Rice ran a time of 19:49 to place
100th, which was almost a minute faster than he ran the
same course in September. Junior Luke Tullos landed in
100th by shedding thirty seconds off his Mountain West
time of 20:07. Seniors Keaton Cavasos (20:36) and Sam
Flesch (21:27) completed the team in 132nd and 169th.
Keaton managed to cut 1:13 off his time from September
and improve by a minute from last year’s state race. Way
to finish the season strong, Bulldogs!

Junior Kyla Meissner led the ladies’ race from nose to
tail, crossing the line in 19:32 to take the Class B cham-
pionship. Sophomore Elaine MacDonald ran a time of
21:44 to place 31st. Juniors Arabella McDaniel (23:49)
and Shalyn Sentinella (24:23) finished in 82nd and 100th,
respectively. Freshman Tana Santi ran her personal best
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The Bulldog's Dallas Fligge was the Bulldog's #2 finisher at the
State Cross-Country Meet last Saturday with a time of 18:51
Kelly Morris Photography

time of 25:00 to finish 118th. Freshman Addy Mosher
clocked a time of 25:19 to finish 130th, while senior
Logan Barkhurst finished in 26:16 for 157th.

The Lady Bulldogs finished in 12th place out of 20
scoring teams with 332 points. Our district represented
well with the Jefferson Panthers dominating the team
competition by placing four runners in the top thirteen and
scoring 76 points. The Manhattan Tigers were defending
champions but came up short, finishing second with 105

The Bulldog's Clayton Rice finishes strong at the State
Cross-Country Meet last Saturday with a time of 19:49
Kelly Morris Photography
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The Bulldog's Gavin Greene was the top finisher for the team at
the State Cross-Country Meet last Saturday with a time of 18:37
Kelly Morris Photography
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points.

Longtime coach Brooke Dolan and assistant coach
(and former Bulldog standout) Louis Ingalls always do
such an outstanding job preparing their runners for each
meet, peaking week after week. This team averaged over
250 miles in training during their season. It is no easy feat
to make that kind of mileage fun, but these coaches do,
and the kids feel more like family than teammates by the
end. Cannot wait to see their successes again next year!

Scholarship Offered to
College Attendees

Fallon Grant
Rocky Mountain Supply Communications Director

Rocky Mountain Supply (RMSI) is now accepting
applications for its scholarship program for 2025.
RMSI awards 3-$1,500 scholarships to students at-
tending an accredited four-year university or college,
and 1-$1,500 scholarship to a student attending a
community/technical college on a two-year program.

For the students attending a four-year university
or college, the students must be in their fifth semester
(junior classification) to be eligible, and for students
attending a community/technical college, the students
must be in their third semester of their program. All
students must be achieving a minimum cumulative
grade point average of 2.75 on a 4.0 scale to be
eligible to apply.

Applications must be submitted by November
15,2025, to be considered.

Additional information and the application, along
with application instructions, can be found on the
Rocky Mountain Supply website at www.rmsi.coop
under the “FOUNDATION AND DONATIONS” tab.
If you have any further questions, please reach out
to the RMSI CEO, Brad Gjermo, at 406-388-4009
or email bradgjermo@rmsi.coop.

NorthWestern

Energy

Delivering a Bright Future

Sponsor of Townsend School Page

STARTING NOVEMBER 1st

New and renewing subscribers will be
entered into a drawing on December Sth.

The lucky winner will receive one
vear subscription free.

The subseription can be used as a gift for
someone, or to add another year to your own!

Call or stop by the office Mon - Fri 10am - 2pm : 406-266-0086 | 408 Broadway, Townsend
Or subscribe online at MT43NEWS.COM

New Members Join the Townsend Area

Chamber of Commerce

MT43 News Staff Reporter

Townsend Area Chamber of Commerce Secretary
Rachael Brug explained at the October 16 chamber
meeting they will continue their Trunk of Treat
event at their annual Ghost Stroll on Halloween,
October 31st.

“We are encouraging nonprofits, individuals and
businesses that are not on Broadway to decorate a
vehicle and then give out candy to the Ghost Strollers.
To sign up for the event, the Chamber will have a
sign-up table across from the Commercial beginning
at 3:45 pm. We would like everyone to sign up so
we can assign them a slot in front of Broadway
businesses,” she said.

In other activity, Brug pointed out two new busi-
nesses have joined the group this month. They are
Travis Olsen of East Helena, who runs Homestead
Handy and does metal fabrication, and Sallie Clark
of Zen Business.

New members present at the meeting were Cole
and Brie Berstad of Big Belt Auto, Kyle Altman,
owner of CSI, a Belgrade construction company
and Travis Olsen.

Chamber member Doug Sitton reported on in-
stalling the Chamber sign at Townsend Stockyards,
across from Top Gun Auto on Highway 287. He has
cleared hurdles with the stockyards officials and the
Montana Department of Highways to install the sign.
Badger Materials will supply cement and ADaZ
Concrete will pour footings for the permanent sign,
which reads “Welcome to Townsend.”

The group is experiencing more use of the electronic
sign near the Townsend swimming pool on Highway
287. The sign, which gives new chamber members
a place to advertise their business, has been a big hit
with local businesses. The chamber includes events
information on the sign.

Brug reported on the chamber’s activity with
Southwest Montana, the official tourism organization
that promotes cities, towns and parks within the area.
She encouraged businesses to join the organization
and stressed the organization needs a board member
from Broadwater County. For more information or to
join, please contact Brug at townsend43chamber@
gmail.com.

The next Chamber meeting will be at Canyon
Ferry Brewing Thursday, November 20, beginning
at 6:00 p.m.
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OCTOBER

Now - Nov 15
. American Legion Winter Coat Drive AD ON PAGE 11

Now - Nov 30
. Dollar for Dollar Donations with Town Pump for
Broadwater Food Pantry AD ON PAGE 11

Friday 31

. 4:30 pm: 2025 Ghost Stroll & Trunk or Treat at
Downtown Townsend

. 4:30 pm: Costume Contest @ Reading Leaves
Books Hosted by Townsend Cat Rescue Network

. 4:30 pm: Live Music (Travis Ragen) at The Betsy,
217 Broadway

. 12:00 pm: Alcoholics Anonymous at Shepherd of
the Valley Lutheran Church, 301 N Cherry

. 1:00 pm: Townsend Pinochle Club at Broadwater

County Sr. Center, 516 2nd St

NOVEMBER

Saturday 1
. 6:00 pm: Fireside Alcoholics Anonymous at 102 N.
Walnut, 406-439-3945

Sunday 2

. 10:00 am: FREE Blast O’Lantern 2025, 330 Indian
Creek Rd SEE AD ON PAGE 11

: 11:00 am: FREE 4th Annual Native American Heritage
Celebration at Townsend Schools N Pine Entrance
SEE AD ON PAGE 11

Monday 3

. 10:00 am: Monthly WIC Clinic at Broadwater
County Health, 124 Cedar

. 1:00 pm: American Legion Post 42 Membership

Meeting at American Legion Post 42 Club

Tuesday 4
. 5:00 pm: American Legion Post 42 Food and

Bingo at American Legion Post 42 Club
. 5:30 pm: Alcoholics Anonymous at Shepherd of
the Valley Lutheran Church, 301 N Cherry

Wednesday 5

. 1:00 pm: Townsend Pinochle Club at Broadwater
County Sr. Center, 516 2nd St

Thursday 6

. 5:00 pm: FREE Homemade Dinner for All at
American Legion, 211 Broadway, Townsend
SEE AD ON THIS PAGE

. 6:00 pm: Celebrate Recovery at Mountain Valley
Church, 107 E St, 406-980-1805

. 7:00 pm: Al-Anon at Shepherd of the Valley

Lutheran Church, 301 N Cherry

Friday 7

. 12:00 pm: Alcoholics Anonymous at Shepherd of
the Valley Lutheran Church, 301 N Cherry

. 1:00 pm: Estate Sale at 616 S Cedar SEE AD ON
THIS PAGE

. 1:00 pm: Townsend Pinochle Club at Broadwater

County Sr. Center, 516 2nd St

Sat 8 -Sun 9
. 1:00 pm: Estate Sale at 616 S Cedar SEE AD ON
THIS PAGE

Saturday 8
. 6:00 pm: Fireside Alcoholics Anonymous at
102 N. Walnut, 406-439-3945

Tuesday 11

. 8:30 am: Veterans Day Assembly at Townsend
High School Stage Gym SEE AD

“THREE FORKS
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(OMMUNITY RLENDARID,
OCTOBER

Friday 3

. Three Forks Community Library - Come in for a
Halloween Treat

. 11:00 am: Three Forks Community Library - LEGO
Club

NOVEMBER

Saturday 1

. 11:00 am: Three Forks Community Library - Open

Tuesday 4

. 1:00 pm: Three Forks Community Library - Mah
Jongg

Wednesday 5

. 10:30 am: Three Forks Community Library
- Storytime

. 5:30 pm: Bozeman Music Night with Cole Thorne

at Bridger Brewing, Three Forks

Thursday 6
. 6:00 pm: Three Forks Music Night with John Foster -
No Cover! at Bridger Brewing, Three Forks

Friday 7
. 11:00 am: Three Forks Community Library - LEGO
Club

Saturday 8
. Three Forks Community Library - CLOSED

Townsend School & Sporls

OCTOBER

Friday 31

. NO SCHOOL

0 HSVB District Tournament at
Manhattan

. Elkhorn Basketball Practice

NOVEMBER

Saturday 1

. TBD: 1st Round FB Playoffs

Sunday 2

. 11:00 am: Native American Heritage Event in
Elementary Commons

Monday 3

. 4:00 pm: Middle School Boys Basketball at Ennis

. 6:15 pm: Elkhorn Basketball Practice - Elementary
Gym

Tuesday 4

. 3:00 pm: After School Program - Community Room

. 4:30 pm: K-5 Parent/Teacher Conferences

. 6:00 pm: Elkhorn Basketball Practice - Elementary
Gym

g 7:00 pm: Booster Club Meeting at The Bridge

Wednesday 5

. 3:00 pm: Broadwater County Sheriff's Office Training
- Community Room

. 6:15 pm: Elkhorn Basketball Practice - Elementary
Gym

. 7:00 pm: Old Baldy - Open Gyms (Pickleball,

Basketball, Laps)

Thursday 6

. High School Volleyball Divisional Tournament at
Butte

. 4:00 pm: Middle School Boys Basketball at Belgrade

0 3:00 pm: DNRC Public Information Meeting
- Community Room

. 6:00 pm: Elkhorn Basketball Practice - Elementary
Gym

. 6:00 pm: Old Baldy - Beginning Guitar in the Music
Room

0 7:00 pm: Old Baldy - Library Book Club in the Library

Friday 7

. NO SCHOOL

. High School Volleyball Divisional Tournament at
Butte

. Elkhorn Basketball Practice - Elementary Gym

Saturday 8

. High School Football Quarterfinals

. Speech and Drama Workshop

Andrea Eckerson
Branch Manager

Hours:
Monday - Wednesday: e
10 am- 6:00 pm. Lewis & Clark Library East
Thursday and Friday: Helena Branch, 16 E Main
. Street in East Helena.
10 am- 5:00 pm

Nancy Marks, MT43

Saturdays: 10 am-1:00 pm News Photographer

Sundays: Closed
OCTOBER

Friday 31
. 3:00 pm: Reading Circle Book Group

NOVEMBER

Wed 5 & Thu 6
. 10:30 am: Storytime

Friday 7
. Celebrating 25 Years Hosting “Iron Dreams”, FREE
Presentation in the Community Room

Broadwater School
and
Community Library

HOURS:

Monday-Thursday:

4:00 - 7:00pm
Friday-Saturday:

9:00am - 4:00pm
Sunday: 12:00 - 5:00pm

Curbside also available please call: (406)441-3461

Books & Babies Story Hour: Mondays 11-00am.-12:00pm
the first 4 Mondays of the month.t

201 N Spruce St, Townsend
Photo Provided

Three Forks Community Library

HOURS:
Monday & Wednesday through Friday - 10:00am to 5:00pm
Tuesdays - 10:00am - 7:00pm
Ist Saturday of the Month: 11:00am - 2:00pm
Contact the library for details on clubs and events for a
variety of ages at (406) 285-3747, or visit the website:
threeforkslibrary.weebly.com

MT 43 News

East, Helewna Schools & Goonts

OCTOBER

Friday 31
. End of the 1st Quarter
. Happy Halloween!

NOVEMBER

Saturday 1

. EHHS Booster Club - Annual Fundraiser

Sunday 2
. Daylight Saving Time Ends

Monday 3
. 2:30 pm: Early Release

Tuesday 4
. 6:00 pm: PTO Meeting at EVMS

BDROADWATER (OUNTY

(ROVERNMENT (ALENDAR
NOVEMBER

Tuesday 4
. 10:00 am: Commission/CAO
Working Meeting

Wednesday 5
. 10:00 am: Commission Meeting

. 10:00 am: Public Hearing regarding the petition to
abandon portions of streets in Toston

(TASSIFIEDS

TURN TO PAGE 6
FOR LEGALNOTICES!

FREE THURSDAY DINNERS!

Every Thursday, 5:00 - 6:30PM
American Legion Post 42,
211 Broadway, Townsend.
HOMEMADE & ALWAYS YUMMY!
Join us for a hot, delicious meal - no cost to you.
DONATIONS WELCOME & APPRECIATED
to help us continue supporting our community.
QUESTIONS? STOP BY OR
MENU? CALL AFTER 3PM
VOLUNTEER? (406) 266-3611
LET US FEED YOU - AND
TOGETHER WE CAN HELP
OUR COMMUNITY
Hosted with care by the Sons of the
American Legion (SOL).

Broadwater Rural Fire Board Meeting

3rd Wednesday each month.

Next meeting: November 19th, 7:00PM

At the Townsend Fire Station - 130 So Cedar St
See Board Meeting Agenda at: http://www.facebook.
com/BroadwaterCounty VolunteerFireDepartment

Estate Sale
ESTATE SALE!

Graduating to Assisted Living! In need of new homes
for most of our "stuff”, such as kitchen items, home
decor, bedding, towels, men's and women's clothing,
books, miscellaneous household items and tools. Other
items too numerous to mention!
Friday November 7th, 1 to 5
Saturday November 8th, 9 to 5
Sunday, November 9th, 9 to 5
No early sales! 616 S Cedar St, Townsend.

MORE UPCOMING
LOCAL EVENTS ON PAGE 112

THANK YOU!

Broadwater County Search & Rescue

We wish to thank everyone
who purchased raffle tickets in
support of the annual fundraiser.
This will assist in completing
the missions that the volunteers

have undertaken.

We wish to thank Rocky Mountain Supply and
the Billings Clinic Broadwater for providing the
prizes for the raffle at Fall Fest and congratulations
to the four raffle winners.
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LOCAL BUSINESS DIRECTORY

+ STORAGEJ

EVERAL SIZES OF STORAGE UNIT
BOATS, RV's & TRAILER STORAGE
IN TOWNSEND, MT

WE ARE AVAILABLE WHEN | |- Aluminum Welding Brick, Block, Stone, Tile| P - (406)266-3112 on -
YOU NEED US! 406.266.3108 No iob t small \ he - &06)980—“00 Saturday 9:00 - 400
06-266-5377, 406-580-5425 | 511 N. Front St Townsend, MT 0 JOD oo smalk & Sunday 9:00 - 3:00

ALLIED MACHINE

Quality & Service Since 1988
*« RV Repair  + Trailer Repair
* Pump Repair + Machine Work

BARRETT’S
MASONRY LLC

(406) 214 998

[BSE EXCAVATING|

7200 HWY 287, TOWNSEND, MT

BRANDON BAKKEN
SHANE TEW

@ﬂ AUTO PARTS

* 406-266-0080
308N Front St, Tonnsend, MT]
Mon - Fri 730 - 6:00pm

LEYLAND INSURANCE

TURNING 65 SOON?

(AL ME WITH ANY MEDICARE QUESTIONS!
<7 MARK LEYLAND
A\ 406-438-7315

|~ Y™ IEYIANDMT.COM |

MADISON RIVER 7812 US-287

=QIEZNEp= Townsend M1
406-266-4278

Metered Propane
Budget Billing
Lease Tanks
Service Department

Licensed Insured

Mar Painting

Interior
Exterior

Al Nyhart

(406) 223-3074

MONTANA

o DD Custom Flatbed Dealer
o Laser Cut Parts Fabrication
e Machining Hydraulics

106-449-3464 | Townsend - Heleng

Schauber Surveying, Inc.
Land Surveyors

Surveying Montana
and Broadwater
County since 1995

Dan Swenson, PLS
Bernadette Swenson, PLS

h 927y,

64 Jack Farm Road, Townsend, MT 59644
406-266-4602 schaubersurvey@gmail.com

S/fec/a/ K

Plumbing and Heating
Danny Kurk- Owner
Open 24/7 | Townsend, MT
(406)922-1315

CONTACT MT43 NEWS TO LIST|
'YOUR BUSINESS NOW!
MONDAY - FRIDAY
10:00AM - 2:00PM
408 BROADWAY, TOWNSEND
406.266.0086

z —

RESTAURANTS IN AND AROUND

BROADWATER COUNTY

Dates and times may vary due
to events, seasons or holidays.
Call the restaurant with any
questions. Happy Dining!

KNIGHT MOVES

American Legion Hall

211 Broadway, Townsend

(406) 266-3611

Dining Hours:

Tuesday Bingo/ Bowl & a Roll

5:00PM

SPECIAL Event with Food:

Thursdays 4:30PM FREE
Community Dinner

Bar hours may vary

Commercial Bar

101 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 266-9956

Dining Hours:

10:00AM - 2:00AM

Closed Thanksgiving &
Christmas

Menu available on Facebook

The Betsy Sports Zone

217 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 266-0001

Dining Hours:

Tue-Sun 11:00AM-Close
Closed Monday

Takeout placed only in person.
Menu:
www.betsysportszone.com

Copy Cup

303 N Front St, Townsend
(406) 980-8400

Please call in business hours.
Drinks and Pastry Hours:
Mon - Fri 7:00AM - 3:00PM
Sat 8:30AM - 2:00PM
Closed Sunday

Mint Cafe

305 Broadway St, Townsend
(406) 266-3867

Dining Hours:

Mon - Wed 8:00AM -2:00 PM,
Thur - Fri 8:00AM - 8:00PM
Sat - Sun 7:00AM - 8:00PM
SPECIAL:

N/A

Bread and Butter Cafe

205 Broadway St, Townsend
(406) 266-3025

Dining Hours:

Tue - Fri 7:00AM- 2:00PM
Sat 7:00AM- 12:00PM
Closed Sunday & Monday
Menu available on Facebook

Deep Creek Pizza Co.

415 Broadway Ste 2, Townsend
(406) 266-0002

Dining Hours:

11:00AM - 8:00 PM

Closed Sunday

Menu:
deepcreekpizzaco.com
Accepting Orders Online

Mountie Moose Bakery

109 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 266-5800

Dining Hours:

Tue - Sat 7:00AM - 4:00PM
Closed Sunday & Monday
Online Ordering:
Mountie-moose-bakery.square.
site

Bunkhouse Bar & Grill

8846 US-287, Toston
(406) 266-5302
SPECIAL:

N/A

Dining Hours:
10:00AM — Close
Grill off at 10:00PM

Canyon Ferry Brewing &
Taproom

300 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 694-5687

Hours:

Wed - Fri. 4:00PM - Close
Sat and Sun 2:00PM - Close

Fishtale Tavern

209 Broadway St, Townsend
(406) 266-5582

Dining Hours:

Tuesday 10:00AM - Midnight
Wed - Sat 10:00 AM - Closed
Closed Monday

Daily Specials:

Facebook

Bar hours may vary

The Nook Coffechouse

401 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 490-8238

Dining Hours:

Mon 7:00AM - 5:00PM

Tue - Thu 8:00AM - 5:00PM
Fri - Sun 9:00AM - 5:00PM
Menu:

FB @thenookcoffeechouse

& readingleaves.net/
thenookcoffeehouse

Peking China

10 N Main St, Three Forks
(406) 285-3225

Dining Hours:

Mon - Sun 11:30AM - 8:30PM
Menu:

Google

C Hangin” C Mercantile
& Creamery

310 S Front St, Townsend
(406) 266-9087

Dining Hours:

Mon - Fri 7:30AM - 7:00PM
Sat 8:00AM - 7:00PM

Sun 9:00AM - 5:00PM
Menu:

Facebook
changincmerc.square.site

Full Belli Deli

209 S Front St, Townsend
(406) 266-5459

Dining Hours:

Mon - Sun §:00AM - 7:00PM
OPEN 4th of JULY

Kick Start Nutrition

500 N Front St, Townsend
(406) 266-0033

Dining Hours:

Tue - Fri 7:00AM - 3:00PM
Sat 9:00AM - 3:00PM
Closed Sunday & Monday
Daily Specials:

Facebook & Instagram

Rocky Mountain Supply Deli

7847 US Hwy 287, Townsend
(406) 266-3456

Hot & Cold To-Go Hours:
Mon-Fri6:00AM - 6:00PM
Menu:

Board Inside Store

for Take-and Bake or
Ready-to-Eat Pizza

Call Ahead or Order Inside

TB’s Diner

316 N Front St, Townsend,
(406) 266-0099

Dining Hours:

Mon- Sat 7:00AM - 8:00PM
Sunday 7:00AM - 7:00PM
Specials:

Facebook

Broadwater Area Restaurants

w

Contact MT 43 News, Monday- Friday 10 - 2,
if you would like to talk about how to add your
dining location and open hours to our paper!
406.266.0086 | 408 Broadway, Townsend, MT

Vaquero’s Mexican
Restaurant

219 Broadway St, Townsend
(406)266-1860

Dining Hours:

Tue - Sun 11:00AM - 9:00PM
Closed Mondays

Menu & Specials:

Facebook

Call Ahead or Order Inside

©2025 King Features Syndicate, Inc. Al rights reserved.

“The‘wet look’ — the‘dry look’ — Iwish
they’d come out with something for

Unscramble the letters within each rectangle to form four ordinary words. Then
rearrange the boxed letters to form the mystery word, which will complete the gag!

SCRAMBLERS
Relax

ONELUG 7|;|
Chine

SNIPE
Gone

SHAVIN
Fraud

CEDEIT

-

FDPPW

N

CryptoQuip

This is a simple substitution cipher in which each letter used stands
for another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout
the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and error.

Clue: T equals M

E ’

MEPL QSIJEQTJ BPFHZPLXF
TJSP EYTQBQYF THFXJSPF HL
MQYIZ DPQDIP WJII

XEQFP FQQLPBHFTF?

©2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Unlock the power of chess to find the
eight-letter word of the day. Choose
your starting letter carefully, then
move around the square in a one by
two fashion to get to the next letter.

© 2025 King Features Syndicate

Weekly SUDOKU

5|6
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WININ
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way

that each row across, each column down and each

small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: &

€ Moderate @ € Challenging
€® e ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

11 Duel weapon
16 Blind — bat

ACROSS 55 “... boy —
1 Protestant irl?”
denom. 58 Gut-punch
6 Command response

59 On the whole
60 Embarrassed

19 Fiji neighbor oneself

20 Acai, for one while singing,

21 Peel remover in a way

22 Scanned ID 63 Rubs clean
on a pkg. 64 Spinning,

23 “Is that archaically
something 65 Peru’'s
that ought to — Picchu
worry me?” 66 Suffix with

25 Rembrandt or 29-Down
Rubens 67 Fifth-cen.

27 Arafat’s gp. pope

28 Thurman of 68 What “etc.”
the screen means

29 With it, once 72 City sections

30 “l Got a 77 Oversee
Name” singer 79 Android, e.g.
Jim 80 Some steel

31 Patient girders
information 81 Wise up
document 85 Always the

38 Be a thespian wrong way to

39 Discount go about it
vouchers 89 With

40 ER “PDQ!” 49-Down,

41 Wanna- — miraculous
(copycats) biblical staff

43 Coll. dorm 90 Singer Yoko
overseers 91 Science

45 Spanish “a” advocate Bill

46 Young miss

92 Spa treats for

100 Pigs’
hangout

101 Female pig

102 Slithery fish

105 Left on one’s
plate

108 In what way

110 More so

114 Grads

116 Lyricist Kahn

117 Slugger
Maris, to pals

118 Actor
Stephen

119 Psyching-out
activities

122 Time to sing
the tune
suggested
by the starts
of 10 long
answers in
this puzzle

127 Co. name
abbr.

128 Lott of politics

129 Highly skilled

130 Sporty car
roofs

131 Stretch (out)

132 Threescore

133 Harbors

134 Perception

DOWN
1 Twisty letter
2 Oom- —

Super Crossword

5 Peruvian city
near Lima
6 Honshu
sash
7 Mow again
8 Serious plays
9 Straying
10 Bread type
11 Do a satire of
12 “Where’s
—?
13 Munic. law
14 Sleep-stage
acronym
15 Storied
vampire,
for short
16 Dictators
17 Striking thing
to behold
18 Unit of area
24 Carrying out
the task
26 Span. lady
29 Falling star
31 Prefix with
puncture
32 Bend out of
shape
33 Bicker
34 Hush-hush
govt. org.
35 Hailed ride
36 1993-2020
Supreme
Court justice,
for short

RINGING-IN TUNE

44 “The —
the limit!”

47 Lindsay of
“Get a Clue”

49 See
89-Across

50 Stipulations

51 Youth org.
with dens

53 “Permit Me
Voyage”
author
James

54 Food dyes

56 Shipping
dept. stamp

57 “Horton
Hears —!”

60 Notes after
mis

61 Tax evasion
agt.

62 Very
unusual

66 Analogy part

69 Tooted thing

70 Online
auction site

71 Thesaurus
compiler

73 Place —
(participate
on 70-Down)

74 Glow with joy

75 German city

76 Org. issuing
nine-digit IDs

83 Unit equal
to about 31
grams
84 Astros, on
scoreboards
85 Tacit “yes”
86 Rocker
Brian
87 People taking
oaths
88 From 1968
on, for tennis
94 A pair of
95 Born, in Nice
97 “Days of —
Lives”
99 Pantry pest
103 Texas city of
song
104 One packing
things away
106 Puts forth
107 One little
bite
109 Nuke, e.g.
111 Intermediary
112 Like
hurricanes
113 Cairo’s land
114 Lady friend,
in Le Havre
115 Mil. bigwigs
120 Meyers of
“Dark Horse”
121 Tex- —
122 Brief sleep
123 Martians,

48 “I'm stepping feet, for short band 37 Dr. Oz’s first 78 Final result e.g.
away for 93 Felled 3 “l think,” name 81 Chatters idly 124 History unit
just a sec” 96 Tip of a boot to a texter 42 Over the 82 Alternative 125 Corp. execs

52 Actress 98 Org. for a 4 Add juice to, entire shop, to AOL or 126 Suffix with
Bingham periodontist as an engine as a sale NetZero Siam

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 (13 |14 17 (18

21

27

25

1

44
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MT 43 News

as important Broadwater County notices.

LEGAL NOTICES

Legal notices are required to print in local newspapers and may hold private or public interest.
Here you may read about Probate Nolices, Eslate Selllements and other Judicial Actions as well

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

To be sold for cash at a Trustee’s Sale on February 10, 2026,
at 11:00 AM on the South Entrance Steps of the Broadwater
County Courthouse located at 515 Broadway Street, Townsend,
MT 59644, the following described real property situated in
Broadwater County, State of Montana:

THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED PREMISES, IN BROAD-
WATER COUNTY, MONTANA, TO—-WIT: LOT 4-5 OF THE
AMENDED LAKE VISTA MINOR SUBDIVISION OF THE
LAKE VISTALOT 4 MINOR SUBDIVISIONAS SHOWN ON
CERTIFICATE OF SURVEY NUMBER 178784, RECORDED
INBOOK 2 OF PLATS, PAGE 544, BROADWATER COUNTY,
MONTANA.

More commonly known as 25 Alaska Trl, Townsend, MT
59644.

Lee Martin and Nichol Martin, as Grantors, conveyed said
real property to U.S. Bank Trust Company, National Association,
as Trustee, to secure an obligation owed to U.S. Bank National
Association, by Deed of Trust on October 26, 2022, and filed
for record in the records of the County Clerk and Recorder in
Broadwater County, State of Montana, on November 1, 2022
as Instrument No. 195014, in Book 246, at Page 821, of Of-
ficial Records.

All in the records of the County Clerk and Recorder for
Broadwater County, Montana

Jason J. Henderson is the Successor Trustee pursuant to a
Substitution of Trustee recorded in the office of the Clerk and
Recorder of Broadwater County, State of Montana, on September
15,2025 as Instrument No. 202218, in Book 274, at Page 130,
of Official Records.

The Beneficiary has declared a default in the terms of said
Deed of Trust due to the Grantor(s) failure to make monthly
payments beginning January 26, 2024, and each month subse-
quent, which monthly installments would have been applied
on the principal and interest due on said obligation and other
charges against the property or loan. By reason of said default,
the Beneficiary has declared all sums owing on the obligation
secured by said Trust Deed immediately due and payable.
The total amount due on this obligation is the principal sum of
$64,020.49, interest in the sum of $8,284.63, other amounts due
and payable in the amount of $831.00 for a total amount owing
of $73,136.12, plus accruing interest, late charges, and other
fees and costs that may be incurred or advanced.

The Beneficiary anticipates and may disburse such amounts
as may be required to preserve and protect the property and
for real property taxes that may become due or delinquent,
unless such amounts of taxes are paid by the Grantor. If such
amounts are paid by the Beneficiary, the amounts or taxes will
be added to the obligations secured by the Deed of Trust. Other
expenses to be charged against the proceeds of this sale include
the Trustee’s fees and attorney’s fees, costs and expenses of the
sale, and late charges, if any.

Beneficiary has elected, and has directed the Trustee to sell
the above described property to satisfy the obligation.

The sale is a public sale and any person, including the
Beneficiary, excepting only the Trustee, may bid at the sale.
The bid price must be paid immediately upon the close of bid-
ding in cash or cash equivalents (valid money orders, certified
checks or cashier’s checks). The conveyance will be made by
Trustee’s Deed, without any representation or warranty, includ-
ing warranty of title, express or implied, as the sale is made
strictly on an as-is, where-is basis, without limitation, the sale
is being made subject to all existing conditions, if any, of lead
paint, mold or other environmental or health hazards. The sale
purchaser shall be entitled to possession of the property on the
10th day following the sale.

The Grantor, successor in interest to the Grantor, or any other
person having an interest in the property, has the right, at any
time prior to the Trustee’s Sale, to pay to the Beneficiary, or the
successor in interest to the Beneficiary, the entire amount then
due under the Deed of Trust and the obligation secured thereby
(including costs and expenses actually incurred and attorney’s
fees) other than such portion of the principal as would not then
be due had no default occurred and by curing any other default
complained of herein that is capable of being cured by tender-
ing the performance required under the obligation or to cure
the default, by paying all costs and expenses actually incurred
in enforcing the obligation and Deed of Trust with Successor
Trustee’s and attorney’s fees. In the event that all defaults are
cured the foreclosure will be dismissed and the foreclosure sale
will be canceled.

The scheduled Trustee’s Sale may be postponed by public
proclamation up to 15 days for any reason. In the event of a
bankruptcy filing, the sale may be postponed by the Trustee for
up to 120 days by public proclamation at least every 30 days.

If the Trustee is unable to convey title for any reason, the
successful bidder’s sole and exclusive remedy shall be the return
of monies paid to the Successor Trustee and the successful
bidder shall have no further recourse.

This is an attempt to collect a debt and any information
obtained will be used for that purpose.

Dated this 6th day of October, 2025. Jason J. Henderson
Substitute Trustee 38 2nd Avenue East, Dickinson, ND 58601
Telephone: 801-355-2886 Office Hours: Mon.-Fri., SAM-5PM
(MST) File No. MT22197

Published October 17, 24 and 31, 2025

MNAXLP

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING BROADWATER
COUNTY

NOTICE is hereby given for a PUBLIC HEARING to be
conducted Wednesday November 5, 2025, at 10:05 AM at the
Flynn Building 416 Broadway, Townsend, MT, Broadwater
County, regarding the petition to abandon portions of Pony
Street, Hill Street and alleyways, High Street, intersection of
High Street and Saint Helen Street, intersection of High Street
and Hill Street in the Townsite of Toston, MT.
/s/ ANGIE PAULSEN, Broadwater County Surveyor"
Published October 24 and 31, 2025
MNAXLP

DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Section 20-6-604, Montana Code Annotated,
provides in pertinent part: (1) Whenever the trustees of a district
determine that a site, building, or any other real or personal
property of the district is or is about to become abandoned,
obsolete, undesirable, or unsuitable for the school purposes of
the district, the trustees may sell or otherwise dispose of the real
or personal property. If a decision to sell or dispose of property
is made, the trustees shall adopt a resolution to sell or otherwise
dispose of the district real or personal property because it is or
is about to become abandoned, obsolete, undesirable, or unsuit-
able for the school purposes of the district. (2) The resolution
may not become effective for 14 days after the notice required
in subsection (3) is made. (3) The trustees shall provide notice
of the resolution in the manner required for school elections
in 20-20-204.

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 20-6-604, Montana Code
Annotated, the Board of Trustees of Townsend School District,
has found that Belarus 822 tractor and Brandt 1060 auger are
obsolete, undesirable, or unsuitable for school purposes;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of
Trustees of Townsend School District, shall place the following
real property on the open market, advertise the real property as
being for sale and sell the same if a qualified buyer makes an
acceptable offer to the District:

BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED, in accordance with District
practice and as required by Sections 20-6-604 and 2020-204,
Montana Code Annotated, this Resolution shall be posted in
three different places in the district and published in MT 43,
the newspaper of general circulation in the District.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the resolution shall become
effective fourteen (14) days after such publication and posting
if, in accordance with Section 20-6-604, Montana Code An-
notated, no taxpayer appeals this Resolution prior to, by filing
a verified petition with the Clerk of the District Court setting
out in detail the objections to the adoption of the Resolution or
the disposal of the property and serving a copy of such petition
upon the School District.

DATED this 14th day ofOctOber, 2025
Published October 17 and 31, 2025
MNAXLP

MEMBERS NEEDED

for the new Broadwater
County Targeted Economic
Development District (TEDD)
Advisory Committee.

This will be a 5-person committee appointed by the
County Commissioners. They will perform annual
reviews of the TEDD financials and will advise the
Commission on applications and reimbursement

requests for projects in the TEDD.

Meetings will be quarterly. Terms will be staggered at
1,2, & 3 years initially, all renewing as 3-year terms.

Broadwater County's TED District was created in
2019 and is located in southern Broadwater County,
however residents from any part of the county are
encouraged to submit a letter of interest.

Remote attendance is possible.
If interested or for more information, please

contact dhansen@broadwatercountymt.gov
by November 30.

Broadwater County has
several board positions
opening in 2026!

The County needs and appreciates all our
volunteer board members and encourages
resident involvement.

The County is currently accepting letters of
interest for positions on the following boards:

@irport Board | Board of Health | Broadwater Trust Board
Compensation Board | Fair Board | Museum Board
Planning Board | Noxious Weed Board
County Parks & Recreation Board | Solid Waste Board
Townsend Mosquito Board | Three Forks Mosquito Board!

Each board position is a 3-year term except the Fair
Board which is a 1-year term.

Letters of interest can be addressed to the board
and submitted to
dhansen@broadwatercountymt.gov
by November 7, 2025.

EAST HELENA NEWS
East Helena School Board

Tackles Growth

Rachael Brug
Staff Reporter

Attheir latest meeting, the East Helena
School Board addressed a full agenda
reflecting both the district’s growth
and its ongoing commitment to student
engagement and operational improvement.

Senior Xavier Nun made his debut as the student representa-
tive, sharing updates on high school activities. He highlighted
recent sports achievements, including the girls' flag football
team’s second-place finish at state, and previewed upcoming
events like a Student Council movie night fundraiser. Nun
also relayed that many students are interested in exploring
a four-day school week.

Administrators from all schools reported a notable
increase in student behavior referrals compared to last year,
though most incidents involve a small percentage of students.
Efforts are underway to encourage positive behavior, such
as incentive dances and targeted interventions, while staff
work to address rising mental health concerns, especially at
the middle school level. The high school, meanwhile, has
seen a decrease in referrals, with most issues now tied to
attendance and tardiness.

Superintendent Dan Rispens emphasized the district’s
rapid growth, noting that East Helena is now the second-
largest Class A school in Montana after just seven years.
Transportation and facility use remain ongoing challenges,
with more buses on the road and increasing requests from
outside groups.

The board also discussed a promising grant application
for improved sidewalks and crosswalks to enhance student
safety, as well as the progress of the Rose Hills Habitat for
Humanity housing project. Policy updates, including revisions
to immunization language and the official appointment of
Xavier Nun as student representative, were approved. The
board moved the 2026 graduation date to June 5 to avoid
conflicts with state sports championships, authorized the
purchase of up to two activity buses, and greenlit the creation
of a new drama club activity account.

The next regular meeting is scheduled for November 10
at East Middle School.

City of East Helena Approves
Rose Hills Neighborhood

Madeline Forbis
Communications Director, Helena Habitat for
Humanity

Last week, the East Helena City Council voted unanimously
to approve the neighborhood plan for Rose Hills, marking
a major step forward in bringing more attainable housing
to the Helena Valley.

Helena Area Habitat for Humanity submitted its Rose Hills
neighborhood plan to the City of East Helena in December
2024. Following an extensive public review process and a
series of unanimous approvals by the East Helena Zoning
Board, Planning Board, and City Council, the neighborhood
plan now moves forward to engineering and infrastructure
design.

Helena Area Habitat for Humanity has worked closely
with the City of East Helena to develop the Rose Hills
neighborhood proposal. Rose Hills is a mixed-income
neighborhood designed to meet the growing need for homes
that Montanans can afford. With the plan now approved,
the project will move into the engineering phase this winter,
with construction on streets, utilities, and parks scheduled
to begin in spring 2026.

“Rose Hills is about creating opportunity — not just for
homeownership, but for community,” said Jacob Kuntz,
Executive Director of Helena Area Habitat for Humanity.
“We’re grateful to the City of East Helena for their thoughtful
review and partnership throughout this process. This approval
brings us one step closer to creating a neighborhood for East
Helena where Montanans can build stability, opportunity,
and lasting connection.”

Helena Area Habitat anticipates infrastructure work to
continue through 2026, with the hope of beginning home
construction by spring of 2027.

When fully built, Rose Hills will feature a variety of
housing types — including apartments, townhomes, small
single-family homes, and cottage homes— across 250 acres of
thoughtfully planned neighborhood space. The development
will also include trails, parks, and shared amenities designed
to foster connection and sustainability. The first phase of
Rose Hills will include 101 building lots with the potential
for more than 170 homes, focusing on the types of housing
most needed in today’s market.

About Helena Area Habitat for Humanity

Helena Area Habitat for Humanity brings people together
to build homes, community, and hope. Since its founding in
1992, the organization has built 83 homes and completed 38
repairs, helping to create stable and affordable housing in the
region. Its work focuses on three key areas: homeownership,
home repair, and operation of the Helena ReStore. Helena
Area Habitat for Humanity is also developing the Rose Hills
neighborhood, an innovative mixed-income neighborhood in
East Helena. Designed to redefine what a Montana neighbor-
hood can be, Rose Hills is more than a housing development.
With 46 acres of parks, trails, and green space, a vibrant
town center, and sustainable, community-driven design, it
is a place to belong.
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Commissioners Address

Citizens' Concerns

Rachael Brug
Staff Reporter

The Broadwater County Commis-
sioners covered a wide range of com-
munity priorities at their October 22,
2025, meeting, addressing everything
from winter operations to economic development and
local infrastructure.

Public Works Director T.J. Graveley opened with
updates on solid waste and road maintenance. The
county’s Winston site has shifted to winter hours for
safety reasons, and the recent sale of scrap metal and
equipment brought in significant revenue. Staffing
issues in Toston and Radersburg have been resolved,
and preparations are underway for winter road clearing.
Graveley reminded residents that main routes, such as
bus and mail routes, receive priority during storms, and
asked for patience as the department manages nearly
500 lane-miles with a small crew. He also encouraged
residents not to plow driveway snow into county roads.

Ruby Taylor, Public Health Director, reported that
flu and COVID vaccination efforts are in full swing,
with no active COVID cases currently in the county.
The department’s homemaker program is at capacity,
but skilled nursing services are available for those
with a doctor’s order. Taylor emphasized the range
of resources available at the health department and
encouraged residents to reach out for assistance.

Commissioners provided an overview of the Wheat-
land Targeted Economic Development District (TED),
explaining how tax increment financing supports
infrastructure projects for business development. Five
businesses currently operate in the district, and the
county is working with MBAC and other regional
partners to attract more. Legislative changes will slow
the growth of available funds, but officials are com-
mitted to transparency and community involvement. A
new advisory committee for the TED was established,
with applications open for 30 days.

Other business included approval of new airport
hangar leases, updates on ongoing airport renovations,
and discussion of water rights notifications sent to lo-
cal residents. The commission also approved meeting
minutes and claims and addressed questions about the
temporary closure of the local rest area due to water
issues.

Townsend City Council
Update

Rachael Brug
Staff Reporter

The Townsend City Council addressed a variety of
community topics at its regular meeting on October
21,2025, presided over by Mayor Vickie Rauser. The
meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance and
approval of the previous meeting’s minutes.

During public comment, Jan Hubber proposed
dedicating a park in honor of Pat Plantenberg. Mayor
Rauser noted that all city parks are already named,
suggesting collaboration with the county parks and
recreation board. Council member JB Howick suggested
dedicating a garden area with picnic tables at Holloway
Park, though Eric raised concerns about existing soccer
activities at the site. Other ideas included a memorial
near the Broadway gazebo, but no decision was reached.

A letter from Angie Paulson confirmed that the up-
coming municipal election was canceled since only one
candidate filed for each open council seat. The council
also reviewed information on MMIA Cyber Security
Support. After the discussion, Kari Williams clarified
that the city’s secure information is not accessible to
the public online, so no further action was needed.

Mayor Rauser reminded the council that the city
website must be ADA accessible by 2027. JB Howick
proposed asking current web manager Jessica Crusch
about implementing the necessary updates.

The council reviewed the Events Ordinance in
detail. Councilman Howick highlighted significant
changes on page six and clarified new compliance
requirements for event hosts regarding animals. The
ordinance received preliminary approval and will move
forward to a public hearing.

There were no updates on pending business items
such as fireworks, ordinance review, or garbage cans
on Broadway. Mayor Rauser is reviewing the Telecom-
munications Franchise Ordinance, with input from the
city attorney pending.

During roundtable, Shawn Simon requested a copy
of the rural fire equipment sharing document, and Todd
Rolfs inquired about the size of the proposed memo-
rial park. Clerk Kari Williams attended a financial
reporting workshop, and Mayor Rauser shared insights
from recent training sessions. The council welcomed
new maintenance worker Mike Guthrie. The meeting
adjourned with all in favor.

atign) BROADWATER
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Wheatland Targeted Economic

Development District

Broadwater County Commissioners

The Wheatland Targeted Economic Development
District (TEDD) is in southern Broadwater County.
Created by resolution in 2019, there has been some
misunderstanding about the district since its incep-
tion. The unfortunate timing of COVID derailed the
Wheatland TEDD’s initial potential as an economic
development engine. But conditions are now good for
regaining momentum.

Over the past year, the Commissioners have worked
proactively with the Montana Business Assistance
Connection (MBAC), the county’s regional economic
development organization, to resume advancement of
the district. Because of the TEDD’s regionally strate-
gic location, it is also part of a broader assessment of
resources and growth in the area.

Traditionally, TEDDs have been used by counties
to attract businesses and grow areas identified as in-
frastructure deficient, that are underutilized, and often
rural. TEDDs support value-adding industries such as
manufacturing, processing, technology, or logistics.
The Wheatland TEDD Comprehensive Development
Plan explains the district’s goals. Find the plan on the
county website at www.broadwatercountymt.gov under
the Planning and Development Department.

A TEDD is a special type of Tax Incremental Fi-
nancing (TIF) district, so the two terms are often used
interchangeably. TIF is a public financing method that
allows local governments to fund qualifying infrastructure
projects without using general fund property tax dollars.
TIF captures the increase in property tax revenue, or
the increment that results from rising property values
due to improvements in the district. Developers in the
district can apply for reimbursement for pre-approved
and completed value-added projects that meet the
district’s infrastructure requirements.

To clarify further, in a TIF district, base value
property taxes are collected as usual. Taxes based on
the incremental value or added value are redirected to
the TIF to pay for infrastructure projects in the TEDD.
Funds can be used for roads, water/sewer systems,
broadband, and other approved infrastructure outlined
in the development plan. These improvements make
the area even more attractive for private investment
and job creation.

The money in TIF and the known future increment
can also be used to leverage other funding sources like
grants and bonds. Several counties across the state have
one or more targeted economic development districts.
These are part of a broader group of approximately 91
tax incremental financing districts that include TEDDs
and urban renewal districts in Montana.

TIF districts come with an expiration date. As per
MCA 7-15-4292, “the tax increment provision contained
in a targeted economic development district compre-
hensive development plan terminates upon the later of
the 15th year following its adoption or the payment or
provision for payment in full or discharge of all bonds
for which the tax increment has been pledged and the
interest on the bonds.” After the termination of the TIF,
all taxes must be levied against the actual taxable value
of the property and paid to each of the taxing bodies
as provided by law.

Changes in the state’s subdivision laws delayed some
projects in the TEDD, which are now moving forward.
There are others in the works, with some waiting on
shifting federal financing. The Commissioners are
currently asking for letters of interest for a S-member
TEDD Advisory Committee with whom they will be
actively working to review TIF funds and potential
projects. Letters should be submitted to dhansen@
broadwatercountymt.gov by November 28.

More information on targeted economic development
districts and tax incremental financing can be found in
Montana Code Annotated at https://archive.legmt.gov/
bills/mca/index.html and the Commissioners can be
contacted directly with questions at commissioners(@
broadwatercountymt.gov.

It’s that time of
year again!
CHOOSE

[1ZER MEATS

for Your GAME PROCESSING

tizermeats.com | 406-422-4822

MT 43 News

Broadwater County

Commissioners Agenda

Broadwater County Commissioners

515 Broadway, Townsend
Meetings are held at the Flynn Build-
ing on 416 Broadway St.

Current and previously recorded
meetings, official agenda, and min-
utes may be viewed on the website
at https://www.broadwatercountymt.gov.

Per Montana Code Annotated (MCA) 2-3-202, the
agenda must include an item allowing public comment
on any public matter that is not on the agenda of the
meeting and that is within the jurisdiction of the agency
conducting the meeting. Public comments will be taken
either in writing before the meeting or in person at the
beginning of the meeting. Mail and items for discus-
sion and/or signature may occur as time allows during
the meeting. Issues and times are subject to change.
Working meetings will be posted on the agenda and
will not be recorded.

OFFICIAL agendas are posted at least 48 hours in
advance of the meeting in the Courthouse (1st-floor
bulletin board), on our website at www.broadwater-
countymt.gov, in the window of the Flynn Building,
and in the local MT43 Newspaper when possible to
meet the publishing deadline.

Tuesday, November 4, 2025

10:00 AM Working meeting with Bill Jarocki,
County Administrative Officer, CAO office, regarding
projects and deadlines

Wednesday, November 5, 2025

10:00 AM Public comment on any subject not on the
agenda, that the Commission has jurisdiction over

10:05 AM Public Hearing, Angie Paulsen, County
Surveyor, Petition to Abandon portions of Pony Street,
Hill Street and alleyways, High Street, intersection of
High Street and Saint Helen Street, intersection of High
Street and Hill Street in the Townsite of Toston, MT.

10:10 AM Discussion/Decision, Angie Paulsen, County
Surveyor, Petition to Abandon portions of Pony Street,
Hill Street and alleyways, High Street, intersection of
High Street and Saint Helen Street, intersection of High
Street and Hill Street in the Townsite of Toston, MT

10:15 AM Discussion/Decision, Johnnie Spurlock,
Detention Center Jail Commander, 2025-2026 Cor-
rectional Risk Services (CRS) Renewal Agreement
for Inmate Excess Medical Insurance and/or Claims
Administration Management

10:20 AM Discussion/Decision, TJ Graveley, Public
Works Director, Old Town Road temporary bridge
floodplain permit and findings

10:25 AM Discussion/Decision, Nichole Brown,
Community Development and Planning Director,
Robertson Boundary Relocation Exemption Request;
S30&29, TON, R1E

10:30 AM Discussion, Possible purchase of a building
at the Silos, 111 Beaver Drive,

for emergency services etc.

The county strives to make the meeting available
virtually but cannot guarantee access due to platform
failure, internet interruptions, or other potential tech-
nological malfunctions

Items for Discussion / Action / Review /
Signature — Consent Agenda

e Certificate of Survey review

* Management — on-going advisory board appointments,
by-laws approval, interlocal agreements and non-financial
contract renewals

e Claims/Payroll/minutes

e County Audit / Budget

e Mail — ongoing grants

e Correspondence — support letters

e Task Orders

Debi Randolph, Vice Chair
(406) 266-9270 or (406) 980-2050

drandolph@broadwatercountymt.gov

Jesse Swenson
(406) 266-9272 or (406) 980-1213

Jjswenson@broadwatercountymt.gov

Lindsey Richtmyer, Chair
(406) 266-9271 or (406) 521-0834

lrichtmyer@broadwatercountymt.gov

E-mail: commissioners@broadwatercountymt.gov
Future Meetings will be held at the Flynn Building
(416 Broadway)
Please note: These meeting times/dates may change.
Please check the county website

¢ Solid Waste Board Meeting on November 5th at 6:00 PM

e Board of Health Meeting on November 17th at 3:00 PM

e County Parks & Recreation Meeting on November 17th
at 6:00 PM

¢ Noxious Weed Board Meeting on November 18th at 6:00 PM

e Airport Board Meeting on November 19th at 6:00 PM

¢ Fair Board Meeting on November 24th at 5:15 PM

The Commissioners may be attending these board
meetings (except the Planning Board)
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Elkhorn Community Fellowship
126 N Cedar St. Townsend

Pastor Eric Crusch (406) 949-0183

Sunday: 11:00am- Services

Wednesday: 4:00 - 5:30pm Team KID for K - Sth Grades
| 6:00 - 7:30pm Youth Group for 6 - 12th Grades

*

Faith Baptist Church

5 Jack Farm Rd. Townsend

Pastor Mike Wenzel (406) 266-4219

Sunday: 10:00am Sunday School | 11:00am Morning
Service | 6:00pm Evening Service

Wednesday: 7:00pm Bible Study & Prayer

&

Holy Cross Catholic Church

101 S Walnut St. Townsend

Parish Contact (406) 266-4811

email: office@holycrossmt.org

Sunday: 3:30pm - 4:15pm (or by appt.) Reconciliation |
4:30pm- Mass | 5:30pm (during the school year) Dinner
with 6:00pm Religious Ed for all Grades

Adult Education Programs found on holycrossmt.org
Monday: 9:00am Mass | 9:30am Adoration
Tuesday: 9:00am Mass

*

Mountain Valley Church (of the CMA)

110 E Street Townsend

Pastor Eric Krueger (406) 465-5895
MountainValleyChurch.org

Sunday: 10:00am Services with Nursery, Kids and
Youth Ministry

Last Wednesday of the month: 6:30- 8:00pm The Rock
Youth Ministry: K-3rd Grades and 4th-Senior High
Livestream: Facebook.com/mountainValleyChurch406
Life groups meet weekly. Call for more information.
*

Radersburg Baptist Church

7 Main St, Radersburg

Special Service Pastors

Sunday: 9:45am Sunday School | 11:00am Worship
%

Set Free Christian Fellowship

424 N Pine Townsend; PO Box 1163

Pastor Carol Bergstad (406) 461-2181

Sunday: 9:30am Service | 7:00pm Set Free Recovery
Thursday: 7:00pm Bible Study

*

Seventh Day Adventist Church

200 N Cedar St. Townsend

(406) 241-0042

Saturday: 9:30 Service | 10:30am Sabbath School
Tuesday: 6:30pm Bible Study

*

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church ELCA
Synod

301 N Cherry St. Townsend

Steve Ward, Synod authorized minister (406) 220-8911
Office hours Mon & Wed 9 am to noon

Council President Rick Arnold (406) 633-2677
Sunday: 9:30am Services

Second Tuesday of the month: 4:00pm Women of the
ELCA meet.

Bible Studies meet weekly. Call for more information.
%

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
916 Broadway St. Townsend

Bishop Matt Graham (406) 266-4255

Sunday: 8:30am Choir Practice | 9:30am Sacrament
Meeting | 10:40am Sunday School

Wednesday: 6:00 - 9:00pm Family History Center Open
For Family History Center appointment call Director,
Rebecca Mitchell, (406) 980-0270

Wednesday: 6:30pm Youth Activities

*

Townsend United Methodist Church

200 N Cedar St. Townsend

Pastor Mele Moa (406) 266-3390
TownsendUMC.org

Sunday: 9:00am Services

*

Trailhead Christian Fellowship

20 Trailhead View Dr. (5 mi. north of Townsend)
Pastor Clay Muinzer (406) 266-4406

Sunday: 9:00am Sunday School and Christian Education
| 10:00am Services

Wednesday: 4:25 - 5:50pm Awana Program for K- 6th
Grades | 6:15 - 8:00pm Youth Group for 7th—12th Grades

Both white and orange pumpkins are members
of the Cucurbita family, which includes winter
{3 and summer squash, cucumbers, and melons.
White pumpkin varieties such as “Lumina,’
“Snowball” and “Casper” were
eveloped about 40 years ago using
albino pumpkin seeds. They tend
to be smaller and more “round”
than other pumpkin varieties.
“Lumina” are the most popular for
carving and making decorative
displays for the fall holidays.

- Brenda Weaver

la.com

© 2025 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.
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SR. CENTER MEeALs:  Wednesday, November 5

NOVEMBER 3 - 7 Carol’s Meat Loaf
Mashed Potatoes
516 2nd Street, with Gravy
Townsend, MT Broccoli and
406-266-3995 Cauliflower
Monday, November 3 Whole Grain Bread
Beef Stroganofft Plump Peaches
Egg Noodles Thursday, November 6
German Vegetables TunaNoodle Casserole
Golden Corn Green Peas
Whole Grain Bread Purple Beets
Fruit Cocktail Whole Grain Bread
Tuesday, November 4 Mandarin Oranges
BBQ Pork Ribs Friday, November 7
Corn Bread Chicken Fried Steak
Baked Beans Steamed Potatoes
Crisp Coleslaw Green Beans
Applesauce Whole Grain Bread
Fruit Crisp

NOTARY
PUBLIC

Notary Service Available

At MT43 News Office
408 Broadway St, Townsend, MT
Mon - Fri 10:00 - 2:00pm

Or by Appointment
Contact: Brenda Phillips
406-231-9752

g Cgmmon
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Guys Talk About
EVERYTHING

Today the subject of our weekly therapy session is "men
talk". Women know this and like any good wife/girlfriend,
they just shake their head. Gotta love 'em.

While procuring information, this is what I call it
when I am out...imbibing or just drinking my morning
Pepsi. I join many conversations. These come about on
any subject under the sun. Most times [’'m watching the
rodeo programs at the local watering hole.

The other day while watching some poor shmuck get
his butt kicked by a horse, a conversation started about
wood. Keep your mind out of the gutter; I’'m talking about
types of wood for firewood, or making something. With
many types of wood around us, there is much speculation
or differences of opinion about what wood is best for
whatever you need.

Add to that, talking about types of chainsaws and
then best saws and length of bars for cutting wood. This
conversation didn’t start with someone saying, “Hey
let’s talk about wood”. Nope, it just kind of happened.
Guys do that a lot, that’s why their women just go talk
to other women.

I have walked into many watering holes over my
years and I can tell you from experience you never know
what kind of subject people will be discussing. It can get
really interesting! Folks like to gather knowledge from
other folks. This is why America started in a pub and
to this day information is gathered, and passed on from
generation to generation.

Pubs, Bars, Grills Etc. are gathering places in areas,
and neighborhoods. These places are needed. It’s always
entertaining to see a tourist wander in and sit down. You
can see their eyes grow huge when they realize what they
are hearing from locals.

Us older guys tend to talk a little about medicines we
are taking for one ailment or another. You’ve heard of
“guard house lawyers"? These are "barroom doctors"!

Many recipes are also swapped. This usually brings
the womenfolk back to the bar to listen and offer advice.
Especially when the person giving food advice is a single
guy. (Because you know, every guy needs instruction from
a woman about food or cooking.)

Talking sports is always a great subject for a pub.
Mostly a fan of one team “razzing” a fan of another team. |
remember reading a book called “The View from Nowhere,”
a great book of barroom conversations and antics. The title
comes from the signs you see in many bars that say: “IF
You’re NOT Here, $1.00”, usually with the stipulations
that if somebody calls for you and you do not wish to be
found, you pay a dollar. Then, when somebody calls for
you, the bartender looks at the sign-in board first. Then
says, “Nope, they’re not here.” You have just been placed
in “Nowhere” status! Wives don’t like that.

So, go gather and dispense information, and the wisdom
of the ages.

MT 43 News

Country Roads, Take Me
Home to the Place I Belong

Dwight Thompson

Afew weeks ago, [ was given the
opportunity, or should I say the
privilege, to help out the county
road department with mowing
some county road ditches. Yes,
I had some experience driving
a tractor from years gone by and had picked many a
rock and fixed fence, so this was going to be a piece
of cake, I thought.

The reason for mowing the ditches is primarily
to keep snow from drifting across the roads come
winter, and fire mitigation. On my first day, [ showed
up promptly at 6am and listened to the morning
briefing by Road Supervisor Ken Nelson. I quickly
realized that the crew takes their jobs very seriously.

Of'the over 800 miles of county roads to maintain,
the priority is school bus and mail routes. Mowing
was not going to include all the roads. After a safety
brief and orientation of the equipment, I headed out.

Very quickly I realized that driving, | mean bounc-
ing off kilter and constantly looking back and raising
and lowering the mower, was going to be work. All
those years of my youth fixing fence and being told
that mine was the worst looking fencing work ever,
I'was proud of my fences. Not long into my first day
I hooked into barbed wire that had been left on the
ground covered by tall grass. Of course, with everything
running it took a second to get shut down and took
me awhile to cut the wrapped up tangled mess out.

Moving at 2-3 miles an hour you hope see things
in the ditches like rocks that can ruin the blades in a
hurry. I now know why we had to keep our ditches
clear of stuff. Thanks to deep ditches and hidden
culverts, I have had the tractor teetering on 3 wheels
a few times, thinking how am I going to explain that
the mower is lying on its side and can they break
away from their graders to come take care of my
created mess.

Enough about me, what I wanted to point out is
the Unsung Heros of the county. The full-time crew
that works to maintain our roads. The fact that the
county road crew had 4 employees 40 years ago and
now, with all the new roads, new subdivisions etc.,
they maintain with, guess what- 4 guys. A task that
is, in my opinion not possible to do it all.

I hear people complaining that their road needs
graded, they need more gravel, trees need cut, want
dust control etc., etc. These guys also maintain their

own equipment, sometimes using their own tools.
Their mechanic and welding skills save our county
thousands every year.

So, from my seat, [ would like to point out some
basic road care for our county roads. These are gravel
roads, not highways, and they need to be treated
differently. Gravel gets moved off mostly by high
speed. I have had people go by me I know are doing
over 60 mph spewing gravel off the road.

Potholes get bigger when you drive in them. I
would lose my driving privileges for a week if I drove
through a pothole that could have been avoided. The
base of the pothole is soft; driving through it makes
it deeper.

Don’t throw large rocks in your ditches or those
of your neighbor. Take a drive in the subdivisions
and where there is an empty lot, be assured you will
find rocks. The cost of mower blades are over 400
dollars. Would you take your mower through there?
I have to raise the mower deck above the rocks if I
am lucky enough to see them.

This doesn’t help when the snow drifts in, possibly
closing your road. We are due for some winters like
we had in the 70s and roads being drifted in for days.
You go into a very scary “Survival Mode” when this
happens. We all know the saying, “When it rains it
pours”. During a blizzard the electricity lines go
down, the furnace quits, the gas man can’t get to
your place, fireman and ambulance can’t help you.

I remember the sigh of relief from my parents when
the County would get to us and the road opened. We
all live here because we want a simpler life.

I was given the privilege to walk in the shoes of
another man’s job, and it was an eye opener in more
ways than one. I think it would be great for MT43
News to do a story on our county road department. past
and present. It would help us all to better understand
what it takes to build and maintain our county roads.

Please take a minute to slow down and reflect
on John Denver’s song “Take me home, Country
Roads. I hope the next time you travel the county
roads, you can slow down, sit back, smile and take
in the beautiful place we all call home.

May vou all arrive safely.
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Roy Durham

Eileen Clarke
Rifles and Recipes

Jo Harris

With heavy hearts, we announce the passing of our
father, Roy Durham, on October 21, 2025.

Roy Durham
Photo Provided by Jo Harris

Dad was born in Prairie City, Oregon, on May 4,
1927, to Roy C. and Bonnie Durham. Because his
father worked wherever jobs could be found, Dad and
his siblings grew up in and around the northwest. The
family ultimately settled near Sheridan, Montana, where
Dad met our beautiful mother, Jean.

The young couple married in Anaconda and returned
to Sheridan, where they started their family with the
births of daughters Valerie and Cheri.

In 1945, Dad joined the Navy to serve his country
during World War I1. His dedication to service did not
end there; in 1951, as a member of the Naval Reserve,
he was called to active duty once again, this time to
serve during the Korean War. He was assigned to sev-
eral ships in the Pacific and related vivid memories of
serving on the aircraft carrier USS Antietam. He was
very proud of his service to his country and loved to
share stories of his experiences with family, friends,
and fellow veterans.

After his time with the Navy, Dad, Mom, and
daughters Valerie and Cheri moved to Helena, where
they added to the family with the births of son Vernon
(Vernie) and daughter Betty Jo.

Dad worked for Mountain Bell in Helena until
1984, then transferred to Salt Lake following the AT&T
divestiture. He and Mom and our brother Vernie, who
was disabled, lived in Utah until after Dad’s retirement
from the phone company. In the mid- to late 90s, they
moved to Spokane to be closer to family, then eventually
moved to Billings to be closer to our mom’s sisters.

Dad had many interests, including camping, fishing,
especially ice fishing on Canyon Ferry in the winter,
playing cards with family and friends, listening to
classical music, watching documentaries, and watching
weather reports on his laptop. He had an interest in the
early space programs and, perhaps most of all, loved
observing nature.

Dad was charming, youthful at heart (and in looks),
and easily made friends wherever he went. He and our
brother Vernie had a very special bond, and after Mom’s
passing, visited him almost daily at Billings Training
Institute-East (BTI-E) and at his group home, the Kathy
House. He also enjoyed spending time at the Billings
Community and Senior Center.

He was predeceased by our mom Jean, our brother
Vernie, his parents Roy and Bonnie, his sister Gloria
and brother Lonnie, as well as a niece and a nephew
whom he dearly loved.

He is survived by daughters Valerie (Ken) Palmer,
Cheri (Tom) Schwin, and Jo (John) Harris; eight grand-
children including Shauna, who was instrumental in
caring for him in his final months; grandsons Rob and
Rick, who provided both physical aid and spiritual
comfort, and great grandson Joel who reassured him
and the rest of our family toward the end. He was very
proud of his grandchildren, nine great-grandchildren,
and seven great-great-grandchildren. He often joked
that it was hard to keep track of them all!

The family would also like to thank Dad’s close
friend Don, who would call him and come from Billings
to visit him in Townsend.

Dad requested no services, but a gathering in his
memory will be announced later. In lieu of flowers,
the family requests that donations be made in his
name to Billings Clinic Broadwater, 110 N Oak Street,
Townsend, MT, 59644.

This is pretty Italian, but no Parmesan

cheese. Instead, I used the Boursin
cheese crumbles I bought at Costco,
mostly because it was a big tub and [ wasn’t eating it
fastenough. (I’d been pairing it with fresh garden cukes
and cherry tomatoes, but that season is ending....)
I admit this was a bit of an experiment, but it was a
very successful one. Lots of flavor, between the red
pepper flakes, garlic and Boursin cheese, and lots of
attitude. I would serve this with a Merlot or Cabernet
Sauvignon. My dad would have had it with a sprightly
Miller High Life.

One word about bones. If you’ve ever ended up in
the emergency room with a bone caught in your throat,
you’ll agree: It’s no fun. So. Always err on the safe side.
Thighs and drumsticks each, essentially, have one bone.
The drumstick has two, but they are fused together, and
each of those leg bones is easy to spot. On the other
hand, breast meat sits on the rib cage, which is lots of
bones, some fairly little. So, bone out the breast meat,
but leave the legs intact.

Finally, if you don’t have pheasant in the freezer,
any pale-meated upland bird will do. Just add about 1
pound of meat. Even commercial chicken from Bob’s.
That’s about how much meat a pheasant will yield, if
relatively intact.

FYI: We’re not ‘browning’ the pheasant pieces,

nor are we ‘dry-cooking’ them, so the meat stays quite
moist while gathering up flavor.

Creamy Garlic Pheasant
Photo Credit: Eileen Clarke
Creamy Garlic Pheasant
Serves 2

Ingredients:
2 tablespoons oil
1 onion, sliced thin
2 tablespoons minced garlic (5-7 good-sized cloves)
1 pheasant, parted out (drumsticks and thighs too)
2 ripe tomatoes, chopped (about 1 2 cups)
1 cup water
1 tablespoon BTB chicken base (reduced sodium)
2 cups egg noodles
Ya teaspoon red chili flakes
2 tablespoons dry leaf basil
3 tablespoons Boursin Crumble—garlic and fine
herbs variety

Cooking
1. In a 3 quart Dutch oven, heat the oil over medium
heat, and when it starts to sizzle, add the onions. Cook
until they soften and the edges start to brown, about
5-6 minutes.

2. Clear a small opening in the middle of the onions
and add the garlic with a bit more oil. Cook another 3-4
minutes, stir the garlic up into the onions, then gently
stir in the chopped tomatoes, water, chicken base, red
chili flakes and basil. Bury the pheasant pieces into
the mixture.

3. Bring to a slow simmer, cover and cook on low,
about 30 minutes.

4. Add the egg noodles and simmer until the noodles
are done. (About 10-12 minutes, depending on what type
of pasta you use.) Just before serving, add the Boursin
cheese, stirring it into the sauce until the cheese has
melted. Serve hot.

Allseven of Eileen’s wild game cookbooks, including
her Upland Game Bird Cookery, published originally by
Ducks Unlimited, are on sale at www.riflesandrecipes.
com/406-521-0273. Enter the phrase 43News in the
coupon box when checking out and get 1/3 off the
regular price of any of Eileen’s game cookbooks now
through Christmas.

Brevenson W ilke

Funeral Home & Crematory

Family Owned and Operated
Honorably Serving Montana Families for Three Generations
www.stevensonwilke.com (406) 266-4213
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Weed of the Month:
Canada Thistle

Allison Kosto
MSU Broadwater County Extension

Agent

M

MONTANA

STATE UNIVERSITY
EXTENSION

You can find thistles every-
where, in town, lawn, pasture and native
rangeland. In Montana, there are five
exotic and ten native thistles. Only one
exotic thistle, Canada thistle, is on the state noxious
weed list. It’s important to be able to tell the difference
between exotic and native thistles. Exotic thistles spread
quickly, reduce forage value, can limit recreational
activities and injure wildlife or livestock.

Canadian Thistle
Photo Credit: Matt Lavin, Bozeman MT

Description & Habitat
Despite its name, Canada thistle is native to Europe,
North Africa and Asia. It came to North America in
contaminated grain in the 1600s and was found in
Montana in 1881. It is now in every county, covering
1.5 million acres and spreading. Canada thistle tends to
prefer moist areas and can be found almost anywhere
from fields, cropland, meadows, roadsides and forests.

Thistles can be difficult to tell apart, especially in
early spring when they are still in the rosette stage.
Canada thistle is a perennial (lives more than two
years). It emerges in the spring from root buds or
seeds to form a low growing rosette. Plants formed
in the spring will develop an upright stalk which will
flower. Plants formed in the late summer or fall will
not produce upright stems until the next year. Mature
plants can be up to five feet tall and will flower between
June and August. Flowerheads are relatively small,
usually purple, although white flowers can occur. One
of the features that makes it highly competitive is its
rhizomatous root system. This means it is able to send
out underground shoots from its roots that form new
plants and dense colonies of thistle.

Canada thistle’s impacts are far reaching from the
field to the yard. It is estimated that it causes $100
million annually from control and losses. It can reduce
yield in alfalfa by 48 percent on fields grown for seed
production with an additional ten percent reduction
from extra seed cleaning. On rangeland and pastures,
Canada thistle reduces productivity, crowds out desirable
species and limits recreational use. It reduces grazing
because cattle do not want to graze close to the plant
due to the spiny leaves. In gardens and lawns, it is
difficult to control and is a major nuisance due to its
intensive root system.

Management
You can play a role in reducing the spread of seeds.
Vehicles are a large spreader of seeds even in dry condi-
tions. If you are on land with weeds, wash vehicles,
ATVs and any equipment before taking it home. Do
not drive or walk in areas that are heavily infested it
possible. Purchase certified noxious weed seed free hay.

Cultivation is typically not recommended as a control
method as the plant has the ability to reproduce from
small root fragments. Mowing can be effective if done
2 to 4 times a year for multiple years. Mowing in late
June, when root reserves are lowest, may give the best
results. Burning, hand pulling or grazing are either not
effective or not practical.

Biological control has been a challenge with Canada
thistle. In order for new biocontrol to be released, they
go through intensive testing to ensure they will not injure
native or non-target species. Because there are so many
other thistle species, it has been difficult to find effective
biocontrol agents that affect Canada thistle alone. Two
insects and two pathogens that have been released with
limited success. Recent research has been done on a
Canada thistle rust fungus that is showing promise, but
is still in the early years of research.

Selective herbicides can provide good control and
are often most cost effective in small or new infesta-
tions. The best time to spray is early spring or fall at
the rosette stage. Commonly used chemicals include
Curtail, Grazon P&D (restricted use), Milestone, Tordon
(restricted use), Transline, Plateau or Telar. Always read
and follow the entire label when applying herbicide.
Common chemical names are used for clarity but does
not imply endorsement of a product or brand.

For assistance with weed identification and control,
contact the MSU Extension Office in Broadwater
County at 406-266-9242 or allison.kosto@montana.
edu. Broadwater County has a cost share program for
controlling noxious weeds, including Canada thistle.
For more information, contact the Broadwater County
Weed District at 406-266-9243.
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Just Like Cats & DOgS by Dave T. Phipps
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| TOLD THE DOCTOR YOU DIDN'T WANT
To WATCH FOOTBALL. HE SAID IF YOU

REFUSE NACHOS TO BRING YOU IN ASAP.r
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“We can scratch one more sitter from the list.
... Your mother recognized my voice.”

by Gary Kopervas

MT 43 News
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Where Good Enough Just Isn't Good Enough!
406-266-3110
7685 US Hwy 287, Townsend MT
topgunt3110@gmail.com
topgunautobodytownsend.com
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Out on a Limb
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by Dave T. Phipps

THIS IS SO UNFAR.PMREALLY | | You KNOW...THERE MAY BE
EXPECTED To WAIT UNTIL_ | { A SIMPLE SOLUTION TO THS. ,
THE HOLIDAYS FOR PRESENTS?/ N—

4

GIVE IT UP. TEARING PAGES
FROM THE FRIDGE CALENDAR
WON'T MOVE UP CHRISTMAS.

S0, DAD, DID YOU
THINK ABOUT IT?
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TM BATTING A
THOUSAND TODAY

UNFORTUNATELY
THEY WEREALL
FOUL BALLS.
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THMBLE THEATRE PRESENTS
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BY RANDY MILHOLLAND

WHO DARES SUMMON WE HAVE FOUND
DITNIYU MDY IS (W THE CHOSEN OFFERING
A (ANIEESRTASTT K WITH YOUR SIGIL, AS YOU
TASKED OUR ANCESTORS
To Do!

POPEYE AN' ME ARE STILL
PALS. WE GO WAY BACK.
BUT SOMETIMES | FEEL
HE ONLY 'MEMBERS ME
WHEN HE NEEDS HELP.

HEY CAN WE SKIP To THE
PART WHERE | DROWN Y0V
IN A WATERY GRAVE?

.. | MEAN, 'M GLAD NO ONE WANTS TO
WORK FOR THEIR
GOALS ANYMORE.

(3 /1
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—

=
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Y0U SEEM
SURPRISED.

I AMY 1 JUST GAVE THAT: TO
POV ALL AS BUSY. WORK S0
YOU'D ALL QUIT SUMMONING ME
TO CRY ABOUT THE CURSE.

WAIT, ARE Y0V
SERIOVS? WoW!

YOUR FOLLOWERS
STILL HAVEN'T FOUND
YOUR SACRIFICE.

M. Y
%

¥ 900 DIDNT EVENNERIF?
BEFORE DRAGGING ME
ACROSS THE CoSMoS?!

| GUESS THIS
1S WHEN | PONT“

IF THEY HAD WITS,
THEY'D PROLLY NOT
BE CULTISKS.

By

IILIKE: THIS GU&!
HE'S GOT SASS..

... AND SASS|S MY
FAVORITE SPICE.

©2025 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.
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It’s your future. Let’s protect it.

Dustin Gillaspie

410 Broadway, Townsend, MT
406.442.0456
fofs.com/find-an-agent/
dustingillaspiemt

BUREAU
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Super Crossword
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Helena MT
406-442-3000

CryptoQuip
answer —KNIGHT MOVES —
When Oklahoma residents Answer

make humorous mistakes in

speech, would people call F
those Soonerisms? 6 . ]

SCRAMBLERS : :

solution r I I

1. Lounge; 2. Spine;
FIRMNESS

3.Vanish; 4. Deceit
Today’s Word
NOTHING

2
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;;»oo Join us for the 4th Annual o«ﬁﬁ
Native American Heritage Celebration!

Sunday, November 2nd, 11:00- 2:00

Drumming and Dancers, <8
Frybread, Native American [§
Art, Vendors and more!!

FREE ADMISSION!
Donations Appreciated!

\\See you at the North B
)| Pine entrance of
Townsend Schools! {

New Provider at St. Peter's Clinic:

Nurse Practitioner Meagan Watne

MT 43 News

Townsend School District cordially
invites youtoa

\SSEMBLY

Tuesday, November 11th, at 8:30
A.M. in the high school stage gym

ALL VETERANS AND THEIR FAMILIES ARE

AND FOR REFRESHMENTS AFTERWARDS.

% INVITED TO JOIN US FOR THE PROGRAM, *

MT43 News Staff Reporter

Meagan Watne, NP, who has worked 13 years at St.
Peter’s Health in Helena, is now serving Townsend
and Broadwater County as a primary provider. Her
credentials include Adult Geriatric and Primary care
for patients ages 13 and over. She joined the clinic in
April after she had finished a bachelor’s degree this year.
Watne,32, who lives in Winston on a ranch with her
husband Sam, graduated from Broadwater High School
in 2012. She became interested in nursing when she
worked ina BHS program coordinated with Broadwater
Health Center as a nursing assistant. “I really liked
science and besides my sister is a nurse,” she said.
She worked hard throughout her years of study by
working full-time and going to school. She will serve
patients who need either emergency care or as a primary
care provider, with assistance in finding specialty care
for chronic diseases such as diabetes and heart disease.
“My long-term plan is to stay at this clinic so I can help
my patients manage chronic diseases and serve this
community that I grew up in,” she said.
Appointments with Watne can be booked through
St. Peter’s Clinic at (406)444-8291. The clinic offers
laboratory, X-ray services and urgent care.

BLAST O’LANTERN 2025!

Don't know what to do with your "old"
Pumpkin or Jack O'Lantern?
Broadwater Rod and Gun Club has
taken pumpkin disposal to a new level!

This is a free event! Yep! FREE!
November 1st from 10-1:30

330 Indian Creek Road, Townsend Montana

DRO®VE

for school aged children
COATS * SCARVES * SOCKS * GLOVES
%\ Accepling New Wems only
Oct1- Nov 15

Dsop-Of} Localions:

American Legion Post 2 - Helena
American Legion Post 42 - Townsend

FOR MORE INFO CALL - 406-498-6951

Bring your own pumpkin (or use one of ours), bring
your rifle (or use one of ours) and bring appropriate
eye & ear protection (it is mandatory). This is a free
event and fun for all ages from 5-90. BRGC and
Capital Sports provide the Tannerite free of charge.

DONATION PRICE
MATCH

September 1st - November 30th,
Town Pump will match any
donations to our Broadwater

Food Pantry dollar for dollar!

HOW CAN YOU
DONATE?

¢ Drop offatthe Food Pantry
on Broadway first or third
Fridays 9:30- 11:00am or
Saturday 9:00- 10:45am.

¢ Donation boxes at Bob’s
Supermarket

e Mail in to P.O. Box 1164,
Towsend, MT 59644

¢ Come to our booth at Fall
Fest, October 4th - 5th

&) Broadwater o

Billings Clinic
Broadwater

MAYO CLINIC
CARE NETWORK

Member

November
Visiting Specialists

From Billings Clinic Bozeman
For more information or to

schedule an appointment, call
(406) 266-3186.

Clinic Hours: Monday - Friday, 8am to 5 pm

110 North Oak Street, Townsend, MT

billingsclinic.com/broadwater

Pediatrics
Dr. Claire Kenamore will be providing
Pediatric services for children of all ages.

November 6

® Well-child visits for young
children and adolescents

Mental health
Immunizations
Kindergarten check-ups

Sports physicals

Claire Kenamore, MD

Pediatrics Endocrinology
Dr. Margaret Siska will be providing
Pediatric Endocrinology services for
children of all ages.
November 6

g ® Type 1andType 2 diabetes
® Disorders of growth

and puberty

® Adrenal, pituitary, and
thyroid gland disorders

® General endocrinology

Margaret Siska, MD

Urology
Physician Assistant, Daniel Mieler will be
providing Urology services for adults.

November 11

® Non-invasive treatment
® Minimally invasive surgery

® General urologic surgery

Daniel Mieler, PA

OB/GYN

Physician Assistant, Carley Hennessy
will be providing OB/GYN services for
adult women.

November 18

® Contraception
® Menopause

® Family Planning
® STl testing

Carley Hennessy, PA

to deliver essential

needs.

Graymont's mission is

calcium-based solutions to
meet the world’s changing

Graymont invites applications for the 2025
community-focused Carbon Reduction Fund

We are proud to announce that we are accepting applications for the Graymont Carbon
Reduction Fund , an innovative, grass-roots initiative designed to support the
development of carbon-reduction initiatives in the communities across the globe that

we call home.

The fund’s role is to support projects focused on:

Protecting the environment by the responsible use of resources
Reducing our carbon footprint through increased energy efficiency

Developing and maintaining natural, biological ‘carbon sinks’ such as agricultural
land, forests or peat bogs that act as a natural offset for carbon

looking for you!

Applications are due by November 28, 2025

If you have a project idea that relates to any of these topics, the GCRF is

For additional information, please contact Steve Bugni, sbugni@graymont.com, 406-521-6003

carbon reduction fund

PARTNERING WITH OUR COMMUNITIES
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| Print (In-Region®): $69 $108 $155 «
Print (In-State): $89 $145 $200 Q)

| Print (In USA) $119 $198 $275 ﬂ %
Print (International): $145 $245 $340 (‘Q)

| Print Snowbird" $94 $158 $225 B .
Email-ONLY (PDF):  $50 $74 $100 “ also available!

All print editions include option to receive PDF email.
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**Snowbird rate includes two address changes per year. Gift subscriptions are

Subscribe To MT 43 News and save!

Mail payment or deliver to 408 Broadway, Townsend MT 59644. You can also call
with a credit card 406-266-0086, or visit www.MT43News.com

*In Region includes all Broadwater County, Helena, East Helena, Montana

City, Clancy, Jefferson City, White Sulfer Springs and Three Forks
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BY LiNnpA HUTH

October 30

1902

Local News
Several members of the Merritt family of Hassel came
down Saturday and were the guests of friends over
Sunday, returning to their mountain home on Monday.
On Thursday, while Ed Sloan and G.G. Watt were
out hunting, on passing through the field west of Job
Thompson’s house, they were met by a wild steer. At
first, they paid little attention to the brute, but very
shortly were convinced that they either had to take leg
bail for security or make a bold stand with “present
arms”. The former method was chosen, Watt leaping
a chasm about 20 feet wide (more or less) and Sloan
taking to the brush. Some unknown cause (possibly
the color of the hair) attracted the mad animal toward
Sloan, who, in looking forward for a place of hiding and
glancing backward to apprehend his enemy’s designs,
stumbled and fell, lighting on his back, head and feet
erect. The steer missed the feet, but woe be unto the
head; it came in contact with the forehead of the beast,
and first blood was counted for the latter. However, the
onslaught was not repeated, but the hunters reached
home considerably in advance of scheduled time.

1941

Local News
Mr. and Mrs. D.L. Hollaway and little daughter, Trenna

Lee, spent the weekend here visiting relatives.

Miss Alice D’ Arcy left yesterday for Billings, where
she will enroll in normal school.

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Arnet are making preparations
to move to the ranch home of Mrs. Arnet’s mother, Mrs.

Geo. Ramspeck in the upper valley. They will commute
to their work. Mrs. Arnet is the clerk in the law office of
Attorney and City Clerk Frank T. Hooks and Mr. Arnet
is dragline operator for the Cooley Gravel Company,
now operating a gold dredge in Indian Creek canyon.

Miss Gloria Kapinos and Miss Peggy Bridgewater,
who are student nurses, came home from Great Falls
for a few days rest and vacation this week.

Ben Clopton arrived here this week from Hollywood,
Calif., to visit his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ben Clopton
and family.

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Massa and daughter left yesterday
to visit friends at Flathead Lake and Polson.

Wallace Schreiner and Miss Geraldine Hardgrove
attended the football game in Butte Saturday and visited
with Mr. and Mrs. Charles Schreiner and family.

1958

Local News
Mr. and Mrs. Buzz Brisbin of Bozeman visited relatives
in Townsend over the weekend.

Mr. Mark Hopkins of Helena was a recent visitor
at the home of his daughter and family, Mr. and Mrs.
Garrison Rains.

Mr. and Mrs. Al Dance spent Tuesday and Wednesday
in Butte on business.

SPONSORED BY .
o LT
THE BROADATT ..g;yNTV HistoricAL SocieTy
% &.THE CorTER FOUNDATION

Elwood Ragar, teacher in the Choteau schools, visited
Bill Huth and other friends in Townsend last Thursday.
Mr. Ragar taught here several years ago.

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Whaley and family of Vaughn
visited last week with his sister, Mrs. Henry Huth, and
family and other relatives.

Sunday dinner guests at the home of Mr. and Mrs.
Dan Sullivan were their daughter, Mary Pat of Butte, their
son, Pete of Helena, Mr. and Mrs. Larry Sullivan and
son, Mike, of Townsend, Mr. and Mrs. Harry Peterson,
Stan Wilson and Carol McDonaldson, all of Helena.

1975

Townsend News

Don’t forget the Annual Halloween Party at the schools
Friday night. Grade school kids go to their classroom;
pre-schoolers go to the Multi-purpose room; Junior
High School kids to the Multi-purpose room and High
School kids to the Old Gym. For those who are new in
town and don’t know what to expect, you’ll see lots of
shining eyes and big grins. The room where it’s most
fun is the Multi-purpose Room, where the little kids
have the time of their lives scaring each other and eat
themselves full of candy and punch. It becomes almost
chaotic, but the whole town has a wonderful time
watching the little kids just let go. So, dress up your
little tyke and wander over. The evening is paid for by
the Townsend Merchants, the Townsend Rotary Club
and many, many individual contributors who really
care quietly. And we who have kids say, “Thank you”.

204 BROADWAY = PROUDLY SERVING TOWNSEND SINCE 1953 4
= 0 : A AT
2 3 PO 2

Three Forks Cowgirl Heading to the National Finals Rodeo

Matt Nelson

Tayla Moeykens is a barrel racer and has
placed 10th out of 15 ladies selected to
go to the National Finals Rodeo (NFR) in
Las Vegas, from December 4th until December 13th. This
is the first year she has placed high enough to go there.

She and her parents live on the 4M Ranch just outside
of Three Forks.

Tayla has been riding horses since she was 3 years old.
Her mother, Deena, used to be a barrel racer herself. In
2024, Tayla graduated from Montana State University in
Bozeman. During each of the four years that she attended
MSU, she participated in the College National Finals
Rodeo held in Casper, Wyoming. She won first place in
the barrel racing competition in June after her Freshman
year, and subsequently won 2nd her junior and senior years.

She is 23 now; after reaching her 18th birthday, she
was eligible to ride in the Women'’s Professional Rodeo
Association (WPRA). “I started barrel racing because of
my Mom. They pretty much brought me home from the
hospital and put me on the horses. She always had me
on some really good horses, which allowed me to build a

good foundation and not create many bad habits. By the
time I was three, | was actually going around the barrels
by myself. From there, we went to the NRA Juniors. Once
I got out of that, [ went to the Women’s Division of the
NRA. You have to be 18 before you can participate in the
Pro Rodeo; we did all of these other cool events before 1
went into Pro Rodeo.”

Tayla has a 19-year-old Quarter Horse named Blue,
which is the same horse she rode in the College National
Finals Rodeo her Freshman year. She also has another
horse named Lizard. This horse was born with his tongue
sticking out; eventually, his tongue went back in, but the
breeder had nicknamed him Lizard. The name stuck.

Each year, Taylarides in about 80 rodeos, plus jackpots.
She owns a third horse named Yeti. Each horse gets about
50runs a year. They get as excited as Tayla does, running
around the barrels. “They love it as much as we do!”” From
July 4th until the end of the rodeo season, they can do as
many as 10 or 12 rodeos in a two-week period, but that’s
not all of the time.

Among her favorite rodeos are those at Townsend and
White Sulphur Springs. Townsend is in the NRA, while
White Sulphur Springs is in the PRCA. Tayla has gone

to the two places for several years, both as a Junior rider
and as a Pro. Lizard got 2nd at White Sulphur Springs
this year. Other favorites are Pendleton, Oregon, where
she won first place on September 13th; Cheyenne Frontier
Days, where she won 2nd; and at Hermiston, Oregon,
which Tayla said has a really good rodeo. Plus, she likes
Heber City, Utah, and all of the Texas rodeos, especially
in Houston and San Antonio. Last year, she was 16th
in the national competition to go to the National Finals
Rodeo in Las Vegas, disappointing, but still pleased that
she placed that high.

Tayla closed out the interview with: “I want to give a
big thanks to all the people who support me. By being a
Bobcat, there are a lot of people in this area who support
me, and there are a lot of other people who follow me and
support me along the way. They don’t know how much
that means to us. Sometimes it gets kind of lonely out on
the road, so having somebody reach out to us or make
comments on Facebook means a lot to us, knowing that
we have a really big family back at home.”

After the interview, Tayla saddled up Lizard and rode
around the practice area. She is a very delightful person
to be around.
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Tayla and Lizard
Photo Credit: Matt Nelson

Barrel Racer Tayla is riding her horse Lizard at the 4M ranch in Three Forks

Photo Credit: Matt Nelson



