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Toston Bridge One Step Closer to Tear Down 
MDOT calls for public comment on Removal Proposal

MT43 News Staff Reporter

Montana Department of Transportation is asking for public 
comment about their proposal to remove the historic 
Toston Bridge. Broadwater County Commissioners signed 
a memorandum of understanding for MDOT to demolish 
the historic site at its May 23, 2024 meeting.

The Toston Bridge was listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places July 20, 2005, according to MDOT 
historian Jon Axline’s plaque installed near the bridge. It 
was completed in 1920 by Billings-based Security Bridge 
Company paid for through a $30,000 county bond issue, 
according to an article in the Townsend Star. 

The bridge became a focal point for the people of 
Toston. They traveled across it with their tractors to farm 
their fields on the west side of the river. Young couples 
met and courted on the bridge. Old ladies fished from its 
piers with long bamboo poles and Toston’s boys caught 
a few hours dream fishing in the early mornings before 
school started. In late years Mary Norris and Norma Norsby 
collected funds to put up lights on the bridge’s girders 
at Christmas time. That tradition continues to this day.

Toston Bridge with barricades to eliminate all traffic. Photo taken from east side of the structure.
Nancy Marks, MT43News Photographer

Removal of the bridge has long been a bone of conten-
tion between Toston residents and government officials. 
One of the questions was who owned the bridge. County 
Commissioners said no documents existed showing county 
ownership, even though the county floated a bond issue to 
build the bridge. The state did not own it either. Therefore, 
no county or state funds would be available to repair it.

In 1955 the state built another bridge and railroad 
overpass just north of the Toston Bridge, making a bypass 
highway section through Toston. The little town of Toston 
was almost forgotten but townspeople have a long history 
loving their bridge.

Jim Plummer first brought a successful injunction against 
Broadwater County in 1955 when the commissioners tried 
to sell the bridge as salvage for $17,000 after the overpass 
was built, according to former Commissioner Franklin 
Slifka, Toston native. The bridge received little repair 
through the years until 1971 when the county replaced 
the wood decking. Later public works department covered 
the decking with asphalt and later did some repair of the 
pavement according to Slifka.

It wasn’t until the state, now MDOT, built a newer, 

safer bridge and railroad overpass in 2022 for traffic to 
travel safer and faster. Many accidents on the original 
overpass had resulted in accidents and deaths. 

In a surprise move MDOT closed the old Toston Bridge 
to all vehicle and pedestrian travel in June, 2022. An of-
ficial inspection showed the bridge was too dangerous to 
use, even though contractors who built the new overpass 
had used it for hauling heavy equipment and for a traffic 
detour, according to Slifka. It was then that Tostonians 
got up their dander and formed a group of 300 petitioners 
to ask for it to be reopened for local use.

In a December 2022 commission meeting, Barb DeMar-
tin, Franklin Slifka, Bill Lane and Hal Plummer spoke to 
the need to open the bridge to local traffic. DeMartin, who 
had organized the petition, pointed out that opening the 
bridge was a necessity, not a convenience.  In the meeting, 

Volunteer crews scaling the bridge trusses 
to attach Christmas lights.

Photo Provided by Byrl Newman

Men tore down the original bridge after the 
1920 Warren Truss bridge was built.

Photo Provided

Townsend’s Knights of Columbus Donate Tootsie Roll Funds 
to Big Sky Autism Project

Monique Prevel
Executive Director & Lead Coach, Big Sky Autism 
Project

The Townsend Knights of Columbus are an active 
group boasting of some 42 members including Jerry 
Solwey who has been a member for 38 years. Jerry is 
the State Chairman of the Tootsie Roll Program for the 
Knights of Columbus. 

What is the Tootsie Roll Program you may ask? Jerry 
and his fellow Knights of Columbus provide tootsie 
rolls to the public for a donation. The tootsie rolls are 
provided by the State of Montana Charities to each 
chapter of the Knights of Columbus. The Townsend 
chapter put Tootsie Rolls and donation cans out at local 
businesses with information about the program. The 
public can make a donation in the amount they choose 
and help support the Knights of Columbus’ mission to 
help local non-profits that serve disabled individuals.  

At the end of the year, Jerry calculates the total 
donations collected from the donation cans at Townsend 
businesses and the chapter votes on a local non-profit to 
support. 80% of the total proceeds go to the non-profit 
chosen by the chapter with 20% going back to the State 
for the purchase of the tootsie rolls and cost shipping. 

This year, Big Sky Autism Project (BSAP), a lo-
cal non-profit dedicated to providing adaptive fitness 
programs to individuals with special needs, was the 
lucky recipient of the Tootsie Roll Program funds. 
Jerry presented a check for $184.50 to BSAP on Friday, 
February 28, 2025.

BSAP is thankful for the generosity of the Townsend 
Knights of Columbus in choosing our organization to 
receive their hard-earned donations. Every donation 
to BSAP helps us pursue our mission of providing 

adaptive fitness programs to special needs, training 
coaches, community outreach, education, and advocacy 
for one of the most vulnerable populations within our 
community. Special thanks to Jerry for his dedication 
and persistence in reaching out to me to receive the 
donation on behalf of BSAP. 

The new season for the Tootsie Roll Program will 
start in May and continue through the end of the year. 
If you would like to donate to the Townsend Knights 
of Columbus or if you are a local business that would 
like to host the Tootsie Roll Program, please contact 
Jerry Solwey at 406-422-9762 for more information. 

If you would like to know more about the Townsend 
Knights of Columbus, you can reach out to Jerry or go 
online to www.kofc.org.   
To learn more about BSAP, please go to www.
BigSkyAutismProject.org or call 406-461-5656.

Big Sky Autism Project Monique Prevel receives 
donation from the Knights of Columbus

Photo Credit: Rachael Brug

Toston Bridge, 9

Reach Higher Montana Launches 

Annual Design-a-Sticker, Win-a-

Scholarship Competition 
Cullen Gilbreath
Reach Higher Montana

Every year Reach Higher Montana holds a competi-
tion to allow students to use their creative side to win 
scholarship dollars.   

The competition asks students to design a sticker 
that helps pass along the message to fellow students to 
find their path after high school. The top two design-
ers will each receive a $1,500 scholarship. The third 
and fourth-place designers will each receive a $1,000 
scholarship. The fifth and sixth-place designers will each 
receive a $500 scholarship. This year we have added 
Judges Choice Awards, the three winners will receive 

Scholarship Competition, 11
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MARCH

Friday 14
11:00 am: Three Forks Community Library - LEGO Club

March 18
1:00 pm: Three Forks Community Library - Mah Jongg

March 20
6:00 pm: Three Forks Music Night with Mike Killeen at

 Bridger Brewing Three Forks
10:30 am: Three Forks Community Library - Storytime

March 21
11:00 am: Three Forks Community Library - LEGO Club

Three Forks Three Forks 
Community CalendarCommunity Calendar

Three Forks Community Library

FALL HOURS:
Monday, Wednesday through Friday - 10:00am to 5:00pm
Tuesdays - 10:00am - 7:00pm
1st Saturday of the Month: 11:00am - 2:00pm

Contact the library for details on clubs and events for a 
variety of ages at (406) 285-3747, or visit the website: 
threeforkslibrary.weebly.com

Broadwater School and Community 
Library

FALL HOURS:
Monday-Thursday -- 4:00 - 7:00pm                                               
Friday-Saturday -- 9:00am - 4:00pm
Sunday -- 12:00 - 5:00pm

Curbside also available please call:  (406)441-3461

Library HoursLibrary Hours

MARCH

Friday 14
State B High School Basketball 

Tournament at Missoula
Powerlifting State Meet

Saturday 15
State B High School Basketball Tournament at Missoula

Powerlifting State Meet

Tuesday 18
Middle School Academic Olympics at MSU Bozeman

8:00 am: NHS Blood Drive in the Old Gym
LUNCH: High School FCCLA meeting

6:30 pm: School Board Meeting in the Large Conference Room

Wednesday 19
High School Academic Olympics @ MSU Bozeman

12:00 pm: Marine Recruiter in Commons
LUNCH: Middle School FCCLA Meeting

Thursday 20
State FCCLA

LUNCH: Middle School Book Club
2:40 pm: K-5 2nd Trimester Awards Celebration

Friday 21
State FCCLA

8:00 am: Teacher Work Friday

Three Forks School CalendarThree Forks School Calendar

MARCH

Friday 14
10:00 AM: Free Story Time and a Craft with Mrs. Latasha Wirtz 

at Broadwater Community Library
12:00 pm: Alcoholics Anonymous at Shepherd of the Valley 

Lutheran Church, 301 N Cherry
1:00 pm: Townsend Pinochle Club at Broadwater County 

Sr. Center, 516 2nd St

Saturday 15
9:00 am: Easter Dinner Sign-up at Food Pantry, 317 Broadway 

in Townsend SEE NOTICE ON THIS PAGE
11:00 am: Farmer’s Market @ Reading Leaves 

Bookstore,  401 Broadway
5:30 pm: **CANCELLED** Broadwater Community Theater St. 

Patty’s Fun-Raiser at The Lodge of Townsend 
SEE AD ON PAGE 3

6:00 pm: Fireside Alcoholics Anonymous at 
102 N. Walnut, 406-439-3945

6:30 pm: Magic - The Gathering at Reading Leaves 
Bookstore, 401 Broadway

Monday17
6:00 pm: Celebrate Recovery at Mountain Valley Church, 

107 E St, 406-980-1805
6:00 pm: FREE Faith Night about Immigration at Holy Cross 

Parish, 101 S Walnut SEE AD ON THIS PAGE FOR DETAILS

Tuesday 18
5:00 pm: American Legion Post 42 Food and Bingo at American 

Legion Post 42 Club
5:30 pm: Alcoholics Anonymous at Shepherd of the Valley 

Lutheran Church, 301 N Cherry

Wednesday 19
1:00 pm: Townsend Pinochle Club at Broadwater County 

Sr. Center, 516 2nd St
6:30 pm:  Museum Tour at 133 North Walnut St.

7:00 pm: Broadwater Rural Fire Board Meeting at the 
Townsend Fire Station - 130 So Cedar St 

SEE CLASSIFIED AD ON THIS PAGE

Thursday 20
Townsend Crimson Red Hat Ladies Lunch every 3rd Thursday, 

Contact Sandy for information: 406-949-0081
4:00 pm: STOKE Jewelry Making Class at United 

Methodist Church
7:00 pm: Al-Anon at Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran 

Church, 301 N Cherry

Friday 21
10:00 am: Free Story Time and a Craft with Mrs. Latasha Wirtz 

at Broadwater Community Library
12:00 pm: Alcoholics Anonymous at Shepherd of the Valley 

Lutheran Church, 301 N Cherry
1:00 pm: Townsend Pinochle Club at Broadwater County 

Sr. Center, 516 2nd St
5:00 pm: Knights of Columbus Fish Fry at Holy Cross Parish, 

101 S Walnut SEE AD ON THIS PAGE FOR DETAILS

Saturday 22
6:00 pm: Fireside Alcoholics Anonymous at 

102 N. Walnut, 406-439-3945
6:30 pm: Magic - The Gathering at Reading Leaves 

Bookstore, 401 Broadway

Townsend Townsend 
Community CalendarCommunity Calendar

MARCH

Friday 14
NO SCHOOL - Teacher PIR

State B High School Basketball 
Tournament at Missoula

Saturday 15
State B High School Basketball Tournament at Missoula

Middle School Wrestling at Conrad

Sun 16 - Sun 23
Close UP

Sunday 16
12:00 pm: County Contest Day - High School Lobby and 

Home Ec Room

Monday 7
6:00 pm: Adult City League Volleyball

6:30 pm: Old Baldy - Welding and Woodshop - Shop Classroom

Tuesday 18
Middle School Academic Olympics at MSU Bozeman

8:55 am: Pre-K PE at 63 Gym
6:00 pm: STOKE Pickleball

Wednesday 9
High School Academic Olympics at MSU Bozeman

8:55 am: Pre-K PE - 63 Gym
7:00 pm: Old Baldy Open Gym - 63 Gym

7:00 pm: Old Baldy Pickleball - Stage Gym

Thursday 20
FCCLA State Conference at Bozeman

7:00 pm: PTA Meeting @ Library Classroom

Friday 21
NO SCHOOL

FCCLA State Conference at Bozeman

Saturday 22
Middle School Wrestling at Lewistown

Townsend School CalendarTownsend School Calendar

MARCH

Tuesday 18
6:00 pm: Noxious Weed Board

Broadwater County Broadwater County 
Government CalendarGovernment Calendar

TURN TO PAGE 5 FOR LEGAL 
NOTICES AND OPEN POSITION!

ClassifiedsClassifieds

Broadwater Rural Fire Board Meeting

3rd Wednesday each month.
Next meeting: March 19th, 7:00PM
At the Townsend Fire Station - 130 So Cedar St
See Board Meeting Agenda at: http://www.facebook.
com/BroadwaterCountyVolunteerFireDepartment

2025 COUNTY-WIDE YARD SALE!

Are you thinking about having a yard/garage sale or a 
rummage sale fundraiser this year? 

Consider joining the County Wide Yard Sale on 
July 19,2025.  

You hold the sale and keep all the profits – we will 
do the advertising. 

NO FEE to join the County Wide Yard Sale. 
Contact Vic at 406-422-9425 to be put on the map 

or for more information.

When: March 21 and April 4
Time: 5 - 7pm
Where: Holy Cross Parish, 101 S Walnut
Menu: Fish, Clam Chowder, Mac & Cheese,

Potatoes and Coleslaw.
Prices: $15 per Plate, $6 Chowder Only, 

$4 Mac & Cheese Only

When: March 21 and April 4
Time: 5 - 7pm
Where: Holy Cross Parish, 101 S Walnut
Menu: Fish, Clam Chowder, Mac & Cheese,

Potatoes and Coleslaw.
Prices: $15 per Plate, $6 Chowder Only, 

$4 Mac & Cheese Only

Knights of Columbus
FISH FRY!

Knights of Columbus
FISH FRY! BROAD WATER FOOD PANTRY  

EASTER DINNER SIGN-UP
Brenda Phillips
Food Pantry Rep

Sign-up will be March 15 &  
March 29

Sign up at the Food Pantry at 317 Broadway St, Townsend
on Saturday March 15, or Saturday March 29 from 

9:00 AM to 11:00 AM
Food pick-up for Easter dinner will be April 19th

Preserve Montana and 
Preserve Broadwater History 

Host Free Workshop
Victor Sample
Preserve Broadwater History

Preserve Montana (a historical preserva-
tion non-profit in Helena) is working 
with the local Preserve Broadwater 
History non-profit to determine the scope of work 
needed to restore the historic Johnson Schoolhouse to 
a usable state. 

On March 29 there will be a free workshop on 
renovating historic buildings with the focus on the 
historic Johnson Schoolhouse. The workshop will be 
a full day workshop. Everyone is welcome to join us. 
Lunch will be provided.

If you would like to join us for the free workshop 
please contact Vic Sample at (406) 422-9425 or email 
me at victorsample@gmail.com. We need to get a count 
of interested people to schedule the workshop venue 
and amount of food to order.

The Johnson Schoolhouse is located on highway 284 
near the Confederate Gulch turnoff. The Schoolhouse 
is owned by Diane and Michael Brown. They have 
graciously offered to donate the Schoolhouse to Preserve 
Broadwater History after it is renovated.

Big Sky Angels- Laura Stevenson
Montana Crafted: Crochet Items- sensory toys, 
animals, bags, decor and more, Handpainted- 

Ornamentls and Re-purposed Art 

Touch of Twyla’s Greeting Cards
Handcrafted Cards, Incense and Incense 

Burners, Beanies and Diamond Painting Kits.

Come in and Shop with 
our Local vendors!

Highway 12 Market Place
Handmade & Collectables

Monday- Saturday 10:00am - 4:00pm
200 Broadway St, Townsend, MT 

(406) 465-3588

MENTION THIS 
AD AT HIGHWAY 12,

GET 10% OFF!!
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May luck be on Your Side as You Celebrate Locally this St. Patty’s Day!

305 Broadway, Townsend | (406) 266-3867

Open Monday
8AM - 2PM

Open Monday
8AM - 2PM

You’re Good as Gold to 
Dine with Us

You’re Good as Gold to 
Dine with Us

Corned Beef and
Cabbage Special!
Corned Beef and
Cabbage Special!

from
The Birds Nest

from
The Birds Nest

125 S Pine St | (406)266-1335

 Unique Gifts,
Antiques & Treasures

 Unique Gifts,
Antiques & Treasures

Happy St. Patty’s Day!Happy St. Patty’s Day!

406-266-3402
Dr. Joseph Flechas, D.D.S

Dr. Thomas Anderson, D.D.S

Where Good Enough Just Isn't Good Enough!

7685 US Hwy 287, Townsend MT
406-266-3110

topgunautobodytownsend.com
topgunt3110@gmail.com

The Annual Ag Appreciation Dinner was a success due to
these generous sponsors!

THANK YOU!Townsend Tire
Townsend Rotary Club
Representative Dr. Jane Gillette
Northwestern Energy
Montana Livestock Ag Credit
Opportunity Bank of Montana
Broadwater Fair & Rodeo Association
Careless Creek Pipeline & Equipment

Graymont
Rocky Mountain Supply
Ehlke Herefords
Frontline Ag Solutions
Montana Hydraulics
Copy Cup
Vigilante Electric Co-op

Along with our partners: Broadwater FFA and 4-H

Broadwater Conservation District would like to thank these
generous sponsors for helping us bring the “Finding Fairness in
Farm Transition” workshop, featuring Farm Family Coach,
Elaine Froese, to Broadwater County.

Montana Stockgrowers Foundation
Montana Farmers Union
Northwestern Energy
Graymont
Broadwater Farm Bureau
Chuck & Carol Plymale
Elke Herefords

Montana Hydraulics
Lewis and Clark Conservation District
Rocky Mountain Rough Hands 4-H Club
MSU Extension
Montana Department of Natural Resources
Conservation District Bureau

THANK YOU!

Our trusted, local team 
knows agriculture 
because we live it - 
o	ering the solutions 
you need and the 
expertise to guide you. 

AG WEEK
CELEBRATING NATIONAL

MARCH 16-22, 2025

opportunitybank.com/ag

Broadwater Connect: Meet Your Community Night! 
Meet. Engage. Make a Difference.

Rebecca Piersol-Connors

Are you looking for ways to get involved in your community? Want to connect 
with local organizations making a difference? Mark your calendar for Broadwater 
Connect: Meet Your Community Night on March 25—an evening dedicated to 
bringing Broadwater County together for networking, support, and civic engage-
ment. Explore this event at https://www.broadwatercountyconnect.com/ 

Hosted by participants in the Big Sky, Big Leadership program, this free event is 
designed to help residents meet and engage with local civic organizations, nonprofit 
groups, and community leaders. Whether you're interested in volunteering, support-
ing a cause, or simply learning more about the work happening in our community, 
this is a great opportunity to explore ways to make a difference.

•	  Date: Monday, March 25
•	 Location: 4-H Building, Broadwater County Fairgrounds
•	 Doors Open: 6:00 PM | Event Starts: 6:30 PM
•	 Light refreshments will be served

www.broadwatercountyconnect.com

Why Attend?

•	 Meet representatives from local organizations working to strengthen Broadwater 
County.

•	 Engage in conversations about community needs and how you can be part of 
the solution.

•	 Make a difference by offering your time, talent, or financial support to causes 
that matter.
Join us as we build connections and strengthen our community—together!

May 7 will be the last day to 
obtain your REAL ID on your driver's license.

Airline passengers and people who want to go to Social Security
Office or Internal Revenue Service will need to show a valid

passport, or certified birth to go through security points.

ATTENTION Airline Travelers and
People Who Access Federal Buildings

ATTENTION Airline Travelers and
People Who Access Federal Buildings

For more information: REAL ID may be obtained through Montana
Motor Vehicle Division at mtmvd.gov or by calling (406) 444-3933.
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Middle School Science Fair Sends 23 Students to State Meet

Seventh grader Anna Buscher with her Blue Lights 
or Sleepless Nights science fair project.

Photos Provided by Karsyn Sangray

Hanna Hildreth qualified with her "Gowing Germs' project. She is shown here with the eighth-grade state qualifiers from left: Harley 
Cox, Gunner Cox, Gavin Begger, Alex Weiss, Hanna Hildreth, Addy Mosher and Abigail McCauley. Not pictured: Lyrique Bryant.

Photos Provided by Karsyn Sangray

Karsyn Sangray
Broadwater High School Student 
Intern

On Tuesday, March 4, Townsend Middle 
School held its annual Science Fair. All 
middle school students presented their months-long 
projects. Twenty-three of the students impressed the 
judges enough to make it to the state level. 

Hannah Hildreth was one of the eight students to 
advance from eighth grade. Her project, “Glowing 
Germs”, provided insight into how gross germs are. She 
tested how the age of someone affects how quickly the 
germs are spread. Hannah used a powder to resemble 
the germs which glowed under a UV light. Having one 
person in each group who had the powder on their hands 
she saw how much of the power was spread. Initially, 
she thought that the younger age group would be the 
one to spread the most. She was correct about this and 
said that about 83% of the items they touched displayed 

the glowing powder.
Another segment of Hannah's project was hand 

washing. She used the powder on everyone's hands 
and had them wash. She hypothesized that the adults 
would do the best and the kids would do the worst. She 
was proven wrong when the teenagers were worse than 
the kid group. She said, “I really liked my project and 
this year’s science fair and I’m excited for State on the 
31st of this month.”

Another student who did well at the science fair was 
Anna Busscher. She made it to the second round and 
had an interesting project called, “Sleepless Nights”. 
Her project was on how screen time affects sleep. She 
predicted that the more screen time she used the more 
it would affect her sleep. Her results had, “When I did 
screen time 30 minutes on my phone, it took me 44 
minutes to fall asleep, when I did an hour it took me 
14 minutes to fall asleep, and when I did 1 hour and 30 
minutes it took me 16 minutes to fall asleep.”

She also recorded her Rapid Eye Movement (REM) 
and had sleep results for each of the screen times. REM 

is a stage of sleep during which dreams happen. The 
name comes from the eyes moving behind the eyelids 
while the dreams occur.

For the 30 minutes of screen time, she had 25% in 
deep sleep, 41% in light, and 23% in REM. For an hour 
she had 26% in deep sleep, 42% in light, and 23% in 
REM. And for the hour and a half, she had 22% in deep 
sleep, 43% in light, and again 23% in REM. She loved 
doing her project and was able to present and make it to 
the second round. She was just short and did not make 
it to state, but Anna kept her head high and is excited 
to go again next year. 

Fifty volunteer judges from our community helped 
the middle school by taking time out of their day to 
help judge. The middle school was so grateful for these 
people, who helped a lot. The twenty-three students are 
excited about the upcoming State-level Science Fair.

Notes from ND

Mikayla Kraft
MT43 News Correspondent

Hold up - I think 
it is time for a 
break from the 
normal and time for reintroduction 

to those who are new to MT43 News and therefore 
new to Notes from North Dakota. My name is Kayla 
and I am a 2024 graduate from Townsend High School. 
I have lived in the Townsend area ever since I could 
remember and this fall I moved to Fargo, ND to pursue 
a B.S. in Animal Biomedical Sciences and a minor in 
Agribusiness. When I was preparing to leave Montana, 
I knew that I didn’t want to stop writing and providing 
information to the community that had given so much 
to me in my time growing up. Luckily, I was able to 
work with the amazing people at MT43 News to create 
Notes from ND. 

Notes from ND is a column for all ages; however, 
I focus my attention on high school upperclassmen 
considering pursuing college or trade school, parents 
worried about their child leaving for higher education, 
and adults who are curious about the college track of 
life. My articles commonly include updates on what is 
going on in the month, tips and tricks to make college 
life smoother, and life skills I have learned along the way 
and that have helped me to grow in my years at NDSU.

I want to provide answers to the questions the 
Broadwater community has in the best way possible; 
content that is worth reading weekly and sheds light on 
topics that may not be talked about as much or that have 
encouraging impacts on you. This sounds amazing, but 
there is one problem. Because I do not live in Townsend 
as of right now, I cannot hear feedback as much as I used 
to. I created a QR code and link to a Google Forms survey. 
Nobody will be able to see your responses, including me; 

the form is com-
pletely anony-
mous and only 
takes about 5 
minutes. Thank 
you, Broadwa-
ter County, for 
everything you 
do and I can’t 
wait to cover 
more college 
life topics with 
you!

Scan the QR code or go to this link https://
forms.gle/PKmkeGsPKL5WhaqBA to 
fill out a quick anonymous survey!

QR Provided by Mikayla Kraft

Tools for Transition - A Communication Workshop 
for Farmers and Ranchers

Nancy Marks
MT43 News Reporter

Farmers and Ranchers from Crow 
Creek Valley, Winston and East of 
Canyon Ferry Lake listened intently 
Saturday at the Fairgrounds to Elaine 
Froese explain the easy ways and the 
hard ways to plan for the family to inherit the ranch 
or farm.

Froese walked a group of around 45 young couples, 
their parents and others through the difficulties of 
transitioning land from one generation to the other. By 
her own admission, the workshop was not about earned 
income credit or deferred depreciation. Her emphasis 
is about teaching the young farmers and their parents 
how to communicate with each other in a way that will 
be satisfying to both generations.

The farm family transition expert emphasized first 
the absolute need for a certified financial planner, a 
good, but not necessarily your folks’ accountant and 
an estate lawyer. “My role is to help people get on the 
right track with expert help.” She explained. 

Family farm and ranch transition must meet the 
needs of both the younger generation who desire to 
take over the place, as well as the needs of their folks 
who worked for years to build a good operation.  Older 
folks who want to “step back without stepping away” 
need to know how and if they can have a good life with 
a safety net of income. Younger folks want to move 
up from being "the help” to becoming managers and 
owners. Clarity works for both if everyone can sit at 
the table, be heard in their needs and expectations, and 
calmly work out solutions together.

Nate Cox attended the seminar along with his folks 
Missy and Cliff. The younger Cox said he hoped the 
county farm and ranch families would make use of 
the opportunity to learn about Froese’s services. “I 
think many of our fellow ag people don’t even know 
this kind of help is available. She makes it really easy 
to reach out to her through her blog, her webpage and 
her seminars. That way these ranch transitions don’t 
need to be giant, scary conversations for anyone,” he 
commented.

Froese, often called the “Dr. Phil” for farmers and 
ranchers, stressed the importance of three steps: clarity, 
commitment and action. Those steps encompass every-
one in the family stressing their needs and wants, then 
stepping up to commit to a change. The final step, and 
most important one, she said, is setting up a timetable 
to accomplish those actions.

Many farm and ranch families travel the hard way:  
when one generation brings up transitioning the ranch, 
the older generation walks away, gets mad or talks but 
doesn’t include everyone involved in the takeover. 
Froese explained this is a strategy of violence that ac-
complishes nothing but hard feelings – sometimes for 
the remainder of people’s lives. This might be easily 
solved by bringing in an outside professional to mediate 
to bring harmony and understanding to the negotiations.

Froese introduced several tools for beginning the 
process of transitioning whether families chose to 
transition as a family, or to make room for members to 
leave the operation to pursue some other vocation. For 
more information, please go to elaine@elainefroese.
com or she can be reached at 1(204) 534-7466.

Workshop Presenter Elaine Froese and her husband Wes.
Nancy Marks, Photographer

District Conservation Coordinator Denise Donnelly 
introduces workshop leader Elaine Froese at 

the Fairgrounds workshop on Saturday.
Nancy Marks, Photographer
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Surrounding Community Newspapers

MT43 News Staff

We have copies of newspapers from around our area 
at our office that you can stop by and read.

•	 The Monitor (from Boulder)
•	 The Cascade Courier
•	 Choteau Acantha
•	 Three Forks Voice 
•	 The Meagher County News
•	 Whitehall Ledger

Regular business hours are 10:00 am - 2:00 pm, 
Monday through Friday.

Legal NoticesLegal Notices
Legal notices are required to print in local newspapers and may hold private or public interest.
Here you may read about Probate Notices, Estate Settlements and other Judicial Actions as well as important Broadwater County notices.
Legal notices are required to print in local newspapers and may hold private or public interest.
Here you may read about Probate Notices, Estate Settlements and other Judicial Actions as well as important Broadwater County notices.

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE

To be sold for cash at a Trustee’s Sale on June 27, 2025, at 
11:00 AM on the South Entrance Steps of the Broadwater 
County Courthouse located at 515 Broadway Street, Townsend, 
MT 59644, the following described real property situated in 
Broadwater County, State of Montana:

Lot 11 of Kolczak Subdivision, Phase 2, recorded in Book 
1 of Plats, Page 972, Broadwater County, Montana.

More commonly known as 201 Kolczak Ln, Townsend, 
MT 59644-3229.

Tylor Castona, as Grantor, conveyed said real property to 
Rocky Mountain Title Guaranty, LLC, as Trustee, to secure an 
obligation owed to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as designated nominee for Primelending, a Plainscapital 
Company, Beneficiary of the security instrument, its successors 
and assigns, by Deed of Trust on September 3, 2021, and filed 
for record in the records of the County Clerk and Recorder in 
Broadwater County, State of Montana, on September 3, 2021 as 
Instrument No. 191124, in Book 229, at Page 1052, of Official 
Records. The Deed of Trust was re-recorded in the records of 
the County Clerk and Recorder in Broadwater County, State 
of Montana, on December 9, 2021 as Instrument No. 192111 
of Official Records.
The Deed of Trust was assigned for value as follows:
Assignee: Montana Board of Housing
Assignment Dated: November 25, 2024
Assignment Recorded: January 15, 2025
Assignment Recording Information: as Instrument No. 200739, 
in Book 267, at Page 690, 

All in the records of the County Clerk and Recorder for 
Broadwater County, Montana.

Jason J. Henderson is the Successor Trustee pursuant to a 
Substitution of Trustee recorded in the office of the Clerk and 
Recorder of Broadwater County, State of Montana, on January 
28, 2025 as Instrument No. 200811, in Book 268, at Page 1, 
of Official Records.

The Beneficiary has declared a default in the terms of said 
Deed of Trust due to the Grantor(s) failure to make monthly 
payments beginning January 1, 2024, and each month subse-
quent, which monthly installments would have been applied 
on the principal and interest due on said obligation and other 
charges against the property or loan. By reason of said default, 
the Beneficiary has declared all sums owing on the obligation 
secured by said Trust Deed immediately due and payable.  
The total amount due on this obligation is the principal sum of 
$296,468.37, interest in the sum of $8,975.27, escrow advances 
of $8,591.23, and other amounts due and payable in the amount 
of $2,043.93 for a total amount owing of $316,078.80, plus 
accruing interest, late charges, and other fees and costs that 
may be incurred or advanced.

The Beneficiary anticipates, and may disburse, such amounts 
as may be required to preserve and protect the property and 
for real property taxes that may become due or delinquent, 
unless such amounts of taxes are paid by the Grantor. If such 
amounts are paid by the Beneficiary, the amounts or taxes will 
be added to the obligations secured by the Deed of Trust. Other 
expenses to be charged against the proceeds of this sale include 
the Trustee’s fees and attorney’s fees, costs and expenses of the 
sale, and late charges, if any.

The Beneficiary has elected, and has directed, the Trustee 
to sell the above described property to satisfy the obligation.

The sale is a public sale and any person, including the 
Beneficiary, excepting only the Trustee, may bid at the sale. 
The bid price must be paid immediately upon the close of bid-
ding in cash or cash equivalents (valid money orders, certified 
checks or cashier’s checks). The conveyance will be made by 
Trustee’s Deed, without any representation or warranty, includ-
ing warranty of title, express or implied, as the sale is made 
strictly on an as-is, where-is basis, without limitation, the sale 
is being made subject to all existing conditions, if any, of lead 
paint, mold or other environmental or health hazards. The sale 
purchaser shall be entitled to possession of the property on the 
10th day following the sale.

The Grantor, successor in interest to the Grantor, or any other 
person having an interest in the property, has the right, at any 
time prior to the Trustee’s Sale, to pay to the Beneficiary, or the 
successor in interest to the Beneficiary, the entire amount then 
due under the Deed of Trust and the obligation secured thereby 
(including costs and expenses actually incurred and attorney’s 
fees) other than such portion of the principal as would not then 
be due had no default occurred and by curing any other default 
complained of herein that is capable of being cured by tender-
ing the performance required under the obligation or to cure 
the default, by paying all costs and expenses actually incurred 
in enforcing the obligation and Deed of Trust with Successor 
Trustee’s and attorney’s fees. In the event that all defaults are 
cured, the foreclosure will be dismissed and the foreclosure 
sale will be canceled.

The scheduled Trustee’s Sale may be postponed by public 
proclamation for up to 15 days for any reason. In the event of a 
bankruptcy filing, the sale may be postponed by the Trustee for 
up to 120 days by public proclamation at least every 30 days. 

If the Trustee is unable to convey title for any reason, the 
successful bidder’s sole and exclusive remedy shall be the return 
of monies paid to the Successor Trustee and the successful 
bidder shall have no further recourse.

This is an attempt to collect a debt and any information 
obtained will be used for that purpose.
Dated this 7th day of February, 2025.
Jason J. Henderson, Substitute Trustee

38 2nd Avenue East, Dickinson, ND 58601, Telephone: 
801-355-2886, Office Hours: Mon.-Fri., 8AM-5PM (MST)

File No. MT2256
Published February 28, March 7 and 14, 2025

MNAXLP

Montana First Judicial District Court, 
Broadwater County

In the matter of the Name Change of Micheal Forest Farmer: 
Micheal Forest Farmer, Petitioner       
Case No.: DDV-2025-12

Notice of Hearing on Name Change

This is notice that the Petitioner has asked the district Court for 
a change of name from (your name now) Micheal Forest Farmer

To (name you want) Michael A Graham
The hearing will be on (date) 04/04/2025 at (time) 10:30 AM
The hearing will be at the Courthouse in (county) Broad-

water County.
Filed Date 2/14/25  
Audrey Plymale, Clerk of District Court  
By Desiree’ Taves, Deputy Clerk of Court

Published February 21, 28, March 7 and 14, 2025
MNAXLP

MONTANA FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT, 
BROADWATER COUNTY

ROBERT P. ANTONICK, THOMAS J. ANTONICK, JOHN 
D. ANTONICK, Plaintiffs,
v. VINCENT J. ANTONICK, SAMUEL ANTONICK, RUTH 
A. FLECK, MARY T. LISS, and LOUIS V. ANTONICK, 
Defendants. 
ROBERT P. ANTONICK, THOMAS J. ANTONICK, JOHN 
D. ANTONICK, Plaintiffs,
v. LOWER DEEP CREEK DRAINAGE DISTRICT; THE 
OWNERS, MEMBERS, BENEFICIARIES, BENEFICIAL 
OWNERS, SUCCESSORS, ASSIGNS, HEIRS AND DEVI-
SEES OF LOWER DEEP CREEK DRAINAGE DISTRICT, 
AND EACH AND ALL OF THE KNOWN AND UNKNOWN 
OWNERS OF THE REAL PROPERTY, OR ANY PORTION 
THEREOF, DESCRIBED IN THE COMPLAINT IN THIS 
ACTION, FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF 
THE ABOVE-ENTITLED COURT; ALL OF THE HEIRS, 
DEVISEES, SUCCESSORS OR ASSIGNS OF EACH OF 
SAID KNOWN AND UNKNOWN OWNERS WHO MAY 
BE DECEASED, IF ANY; AND ALL OTHER PERSONS 
KNOWN, UNKNOWN, Case No. DV-4-2020-30-OC SUM-
MONS FOR PUBLICATION CLAIMING OR WHO MIGHT 
CLAIM ANY RIGHT, TITLE, ESTATE, OR INTEREST IN OR 
LIEN OR ENCUMBRANCE UPON THE REAL PROPERTY 
DESCRIBED IN THE COMPLAINT, OR ANY PORTION 
THEREOF, ADVERSE TO PLAINTIFF’S OWNERSHIP 
OR ANY CLOUD UPON PLAINTIFFS’ TITLE THERETO, 
WHETHER SUCH CLAIM OR POSSIBLE CLAIMS BE 
PRESENT OR CONTINGENT, Supplemental Defendants.

TO: SUPPLEMENTAL DEFENDANTS

You are hereby summoned to answer the complaint in this 
action which is filed in the office of the clerk of this court, a 
copy of which is herewith served upon you, and to file your 
answer and serve a copy thereof upon the Plaintiffs’ attorney 
within twenty-one (21) days after the service of this summons, 
exclusive of the day of service, and in case of your failure to 
appear or answer, judgment will be taken against you by default 
for the relief demanded in the complaint. This action is brought 
for the purpose of quieting title to land situated in Broadwater 
County, Montana, and more particularly described as follows:

Township 7 North, Range 2 East, M.P.M., Broadwater 
County, Montana.

Section 29: Beginning at the northeast corner of the S1/2NE1/4 
of Section 29, Township 7 North, Range 2 East, M.P.M., 
Broadwater County; thence N. 89°38'W., 2642.73 feet to the 
northwest corner of the S1/2NE1/4 of Section 29; thence N. 
89°34'49"W., 448.36 feet to a point on the east right-of-way 
fence of a county road; thence S. 29°08'46"W., 1516.26 feet 
along the road right-of-way; thence S. 89°15'39"E., 447.0 feet; 
thence S. 02°35'56"W., 1316.25 feet to a point on the south 
line of the N1/2SW1/4 of Section 29; thence S. 89°21'14"E., 
817.05 feet to the southeast corner of the N1/2SW1/4; thence S. 
89°21'29"E., 2634.84 feet to the southeast corner of N1/2SE1/4: 
thence N. 0°12'12"W., 2663.49 feet to the point of beginning, as 
said tract is more particularly depicted on the survey plat filed 
of record with the Broadwater County Clerk and Recorder in 
Book 1 of Plats, page 98.

Witness my hand and seal of said court, this 4th day of 
March, 2025.
CLERK OF DISTRICT COURT

Published March 14, 21, and 28, 2025
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF CLOSE REGULAR REGISTRATION

MAY 6, 2025, ELECTION
TOWNSEND SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1 BOARD TRUSTEE 
AND SHERIFF PUBLIC SAFETY MILL LEVY

NOTICE is hereby given that regular registration for 
TOWNSEND SCHOOL DISTRICT #1 AND SHERIFF PUBLIC 
SAFETY MILL LEVY ELECTION to be held on MAY 6, 2025, 
will close at 5:00 PM, on APRIL 7, 2025.

*NOTE: If you miss the regular registration deadline, you 
may still register for the election by showing up at the county 
election office up to, and including, on election day. 

All active and inactive electors are entitled to vote at said 
election.

Inactive electors may reactivate by appearing at the CLERK 
AND RECORDER OFFICE IN THE COURT HOUSE 515 
BROADWAY, TOWNSEND, MT 59644 to vote, by requesting 
an absentee ballot, or by notifying the County Election Adminis-
trator in writing of the elector’s current residence in the county.

Persons who wish to register and who are not presently 
registered may do so by requesting a registration form by mail 
or by appearing before the County Election Administrator.

If you moved, it is necessary to transfer your registration 
to your present address. 
DATED this 7TH day of March 2025.
/s/ ANGIE PAULSEN
BROADWATER COUNTY
Clerk and Recorder | Elections Administrator | County Surveyor   

Published March 14, 21 28 and April 4, 2025
MNAXLP

March 7
Deer Gannon
MT43News Correspondent

The criminal docket in the courtroom 
of Judge Michael Menahan on Friday, 
March 7 is as follows:

Evan Welch had a Pre-Trial Conference. A Change 
of Plea is in the works for a global resolution.

Darcie Roerick had a Petition to Revoke a suspended 
Sentence, on a conviction of two counts of partner/fam-
ily member assault. She denied charges of 1) failure to 
remain law-abiding, 2) consuming alcohol when ordered 
not. She will have a Status Hearing on May 2. Defense 
stated that her daughter, who resides in North Dakota, 
has been diagnosed with cancer. Roerick requested to 
be able to support her daughter. She is ordered to have 
alcohol monitoring while in North Dakota and report to 
the local Adult and Probation. She signed a waiver of 
extradition. She was released on her own recognizance.

Joseph Karr appeared for a Pre-Trial Conference. 
The Defense stated that a resolution is in the works and 
requested a continuance. A new Pre-Trial Conference 
is set for August 1, with the new Jury Trial scheduled 
on September 2.

Douglas Knight had a Pre-Trial Conference on 
charges of partner/family member assault (3rd), criminal 
possession of dangerous drugs and criminal possession 
of drug paraphernalia. His Jury Trial is scheduled for 
April 28.

Bobby Jones had Sentencing on a Change of Plea. 
He is sentenced to four years in the Department of 
Corrections, all of that suspended, to run concurrent 
with other sentences. His credit time served is to be 
determined. He must complete treatment and aftercare.

Jaden Adams had an Initial Appearance to a felony 
charge of criminal child endangerment and misdemeanor 
DUI (1st). He will be arraigned on March 21.

Kenneth Holmlund had an Initial Appearance on 
a felony charge of criminal possession of dangerous 
drugs and DUI (1st). His Arraignment will take place 
on March 28.

Amberlee Greenstein had an Initial Appearance 
of assault with a weapon and partner/family member 
assault. Her Arraignment is March 28.

CourtCourt
BeatBeat

CourtCourt
BeatBeat

OPEN POSITIONS
Rodeo Board Liaison

The Broadwater County Fair Board is looking to fill an open 
position for their Rodeo Board Liaison member, term expiring 
12/31/25. 

This board member is expected to attend both the monthly 
meetings of the Broadwater County Fair Board and the Broadwater 
Rodeo Club in order to keep an open line of communication 
between the two entities. 

Letters of interest can be emailed to fair@broadwater-
countymt.gov.

Published February 21, 28, March 7 and 14, 2025
MNAXLP
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Justice of the Peace Report
Kelsi Anderson
Justice Court Clerk

March 7

MONTANA HIGHWAY PATROL FORFEITURES

Lucy Schneider, Helena: restricted speed $85.00
Michael Lowell, Great Falls: day speed $20.00
Kylie Krause, Belgrade: day speed $20.00
Jed Koljonen, Great Falls: day speed $20.00
John Hynd, Townsend: day speed $200.00
River Hurley, Anaconda: day speed $40.00
Kristina Ellsworth, Fairfield: day speed $70.00
Refugio Delgado, Helena: driving w/o valid driver’s 
license $235.00
Aaron Clark, Missoula: restricted speed $55.00
Helal Alnajrani, Bozeman: violation in work zone 
$175.00

MONTANA HIGHWAY PATROL FINES

Derek Arnold – Butte- night speed, plead guilty, $200.00 
fine.
Kahlan Parrish – Townsend – operating with expired 
registration, plead guilty, $45.00 fines and fees; day 
speed, plead guilty, $20.00 fine.
Craig Miller – Three Forks- operate non-commercial 
vehicle with alcohol concentration of 0.08% Bac or 
greater-1st offense, plead guilty, sentenced to six months 
in jail with all time suspended on conditions, $835.00 
fines and fees, enroll and complete Act program.
Jasper Baker – Helena- habitual offender operating motor 
vehicle, plead guilty, sentenced to one year in jail with 
all but fourteen days suspended on conditions, $1035.00 
fines and fees; operating without liability insurance in 
effect-4th or subsequent offense, plead guilty, sentenced 
to ten days in jail with all time suspended for a period 
of six months on conditions, $525.00 fines and fees.
Manda Kelley- Great Falls – fail to carry proof or exhibit 
insurance in vehicle-owner or operator-1st offense, 
plead guilty, $285.00 fines and fees.

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

Stephen McGee, Helena: failure to obtain landowner 
permission $285.00
Yvonne Read, Kalispell: failure to obtain landowner 
permission $285.00	

BROADWATER COUNTY FINES

Thomas Sheffield – Toston – driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol and or drugs-1st offense, plead guilty, 
sentenced to six months in jail with all time suspended on 
conditions, $685.00 fines and fees, enroll and complete 
Act program.
Josslyn Torrense- Toston- criminal trespass to property, 
plead guilty, sentenced to six months in jail with all 
time suspended on conditions, $185.00 fines and fees.
Aiden McGarvin- Eagle, Id- night speed, plead guilty, 
$120.00 fine.
Randall Ross – Willow Creek – disorderly conduct, 
plead guilty, $50.00 fine.
Donald Clark – Townsend- disorderly conduct, plead 
guilty, sentenced to ten days in jail with all time suspended 
on conditions, $85.00 fines and fees.
Travis Johnson – Winston – fail to give notice of accident 
by quickest means apparent damage over $1000.00, 
plead guilty, $285.00 fines and fees.

BROADWATER COUNTY FORFEITURES

Lisa Kornick, Great Falls: day speed $120.00
Heather Bickhart, Townsend: night speed $70.00
Alexanna Till, Helena: operate vehicle w/o proper 
registration $85.00

MOTOR CARRIER SERVICES

Prescott Wagner, East Helena: MC in non-compliance 
with drug and alcohol $385.00, Testing regulations-1st 
offense

INITIAL APPEARANCE FOR DISTRICT COURT

Darcie Roerick – 1st Judicial District Court, $25,000.00 
bond

INITIAL APPEARANCE - OTHER JURISDICTION

Risa Hill – P and P Hold, $25,000.00 bond
Steven Strickland- P and P hold, $25,000.00 bond
Brandon Alden – 13th Judicial District Court, $25,000.00 
bond

City of East Helena Adopts 
PACE Program  

Linda Kent
MT43 News Correspondent

East Helena’s City Council voted 
unanimously March 4 to create a 
commercial property assessed capital 
enhancement (PACE) program. 

Signed into Montana law in 2021, the PACE pro-
gram allows commercial property owners to receive 
long term financing for select improvement projects 
to business, industrial, multi-family, and agricultural 
properties within a PACE district’s boundaries. The 
loans are repaid through voluntary property tax assess-
ments on the improved property, much like a special 
improvement district (SID).

During an introductory overview of the program 
during the council’s Feb. 4 meeting, Carolyn Jones, 
Montana’s C-PACE program manager, noted that the 
Environmental Protection Agency estimates that ap-
proximately 30 percent of energy spendings are lost 
through inefficiency. 

“In Montana, that’s $1.2 billion in energy costs” for 
commercial properties each year, Jones said. “Imagine 
what businesses could do with an extra $300 million.”

Projects eligible for PACE funding must center on 
energy efficiency, select renewable energy sources, or 
water conservation or a combination of these. Some 
examples include: 

•	 Retrofitting existing buildings for improved energy 
efficiency, 

•	 New construction that exceeds measurably exceeds 
the standards set in place by the American Society 
of Heating, Refrigeration, and Air-Conditioning 
Engineers (ASHRAE)

•	 Renovation or adaptive re-use of existing un- or 
under-utilized buildings.

Property owners who have completed similar proj-
ects within 36 months of completion or certification of 
occupancy for the property may also apply for PACE 
funding.

EAST HELENA NEWS

County Proposes Solid Waste 
Assessment Fee Schedule 

Linda Kent
MT43News Correspondent

Broadwater County Public Works 
Director TJ Graveley presented a 
draft resolution establishing param-
eters for setting the number of solid 
waste assessments county businesses are assigned on 
their annual property tax bills. The resolution comes in 
anticipation of the beginning of the county’s budgeting 
efforts for Fiscal Year 2025-2026.

“This has been a problem for a long time, where 
people aren’t being assessed properly,” Graveley opened. 
“You might have a hospital that receives one. You might 
have a school that receives one. You might have a bar 
that receives two. There’s no rhyme or reason behind 
it that I can find.”

A solid waste assessment represents approximately 
3,000 pounds of waste collected within the course of a 
year from a property or business. Single family homes 
in the county receive one assessment. Each assessment 
for the 2024 property tax year equaled $265.

Graveley said he would like to see each business 
have at least two assessments, since businesses typically 
generate more landfill waste than single family homes.

Using Park and Lewis and Clark counties assessment 
framework, Graveley drafted a set of 16 preliminary 
categories, including dwellings and vacation rentals, 
restaurants and bars, schools and hospitals, wedding 
and event venues. The complete draft assessment fee 
schedule is available on the county’s website. Graveley 
noted he expected revisions based on meetings with 
the Solid Waste Board and commissioners prior to the 
March 11 public hearing.

“What’s the criteria for additional assessments,” 
Commission Chairwoman Lindsay Richtmyer asked. 
The draft fee schedule lists minimum assessments by 
category. 

Graveley said that since household and commercial 
solid waste is not weighed at the point of collection, 
nor does the county have the equipment to make those 
measurements, additional assessments would be based 
on an estimate of solid waste generation.

“I think that whatever the criteria is it should be 
clear and consistent, so people understand what it is,” 
Richtmyer said.

Commissioner Debi Randolph strongly encourages 
public review and comment on the fee schedule during 
the March 11 public hearing.

“We welcome and are open to ideas from the public,” 
Randolph said.

Broadwater County 
Commissioner's Agenda

Daylene Hansen
Executive Administrative Assistant

BROADWATER COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS
515 Broadway, Townsend

Meetings are held at the Flynn 
Building on 416 Broadway St.

Current and previously recorded meetings, official 
agenda, and minutes may be viewed on the website at 
https://www.broadwatercountymt.gov. 

Per Montana Code Annotated (MCA) 2-3-202, the 
agenda must include an item allowing public comment 
on any public matter that is not on the agenda of the 
meeting and that is within the jurisdiction of the agency 
conducting the meeting.

Public comments will be taken either in writing 
before the meeting or in person at the beginning of the 
meeting. Mail and items for discussion and/or signature 
may occur as time allows during the meeting. Issues 
and times are subject to change. Working meetings 
will be posted on the agenda and will not be recorded. 

OFFICIAL agendas are posted at least 48 hours in 
advance of the meeting in the Courthouse (1st-floor 
bulletin board), on our website at www.broadwater-
countymt.gov, in the window of the Flynn Building, 
and in the local MT43 Newspaper when possible to 
meet the publishing deadline.

Monday, March 17, 2025

2:00 PM	 Working meeting with Bill Jarocki, County 
Administrative Officer, in CAO office, regarding projects 
and deadlines

Wednesday, March 19, 2025

10:00 AM	 Public comment on any subject not on the 
agenda, that the Commission has jurisdiction over

10:00 AM	 Jessica Bushnell, Noxious Weed Coordinator/
Townsend & Three Forks Mosquito District Manager, 
department update and new staff position

10:05 AM	 Discussion/Decision, Debbie Kelley, 
Finance Officer/Payroll Manager, Insurance Review 
Committee rate increase proposal 

The county strives to make the meeting available 
virtually but cannot guarantee access due to platform 
failure, internet interruptions, or other potential tech-
nological malfunctions

Items for Discussion / Action / Review / 
Signature – Consent Agenda

•	 Certificate of Survey review
•	 Management – on-going advisory board appointments
•	 Claims/Payroll/minutes
•	 County Audit / Budget
•	 Mail – ongoing grants
•	 Correspondence – support letters
•	 Task Orders

Debi Randolph, Vice Chair		
(406) 266-9270 or (406) 980-2050	 drandolph@

broadwatercountymt.gov 

Jesse Swenson			 
(406) 266-9272 or (406) 980-1213	 jswenson@

broadwatercountymt.gov 

Lindsey Richtmyer, Chair		
(406) 266-9271 or (406) 521-0834	 lrichtmyer@

broadwatercountymt.gov 

E-mail:	commissioners@broadwatercountymt.gov
Future Meetings will be held at the Flynn Building 

(416 Broadway)
Please note: These meeting times/dates may change, 

please check the county website

•	 Board of Health Meeting on March 17th at 3:00 PM
•	 County Parks & Recreation Meeting on March 

17th at 6:00 PM
•	 Planning Board Meeting on March 18th at 1:00 PM
•	 Airport Board Meeting on March 19th at 6:00 PM
•	 Compensation Board Meeting on March 26th at 

2:00 PM
•	 Planning Board Meeting on April 8th at 1:00 PM
•	 Solid Waste Board Meeting on April 8th at 6:00 PM
•	 Mental Health Local Advisory Council Meeting on 

April 9th at 2:00 PM
•	 Fair Board Meeting on April 10th at 5:30 PM

The Commissioners may be attending these board 
meetings (except the Planning Board)

“May your blessings
outnumber the

shamrocks that grow and
may trouble avoid you

wherever you go!”

“May your blessings
outnumber the

shamrocks that grow and
may trouble avoid you

wherever you go!”
Happy St. Patty’s Day!Happy St. Patty’s Day!
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2805 York Rd, Helena MT
tizermeats.com

2805 York Rd, Helena MT
tizermeats.com

 Get your Pork Rib’s for the Grill 
@

 Get your Pork Rib’s for the Grill 
@

Tizer MeatsTizer Meats
Call to Schedule 406-422-4822

New Construction, Concrete,
Excavation, Pole Barns, Garages
New Construction, Concrete,

Excavation, Pole Barns, Garages

Danny Stubbendeck
406-459-0702

Danny Stubbendeck
406-459-0702

TRI-RIVERS CARPENTRY
& CONSTRUCTION INC.
TRI-RIVERS CARPENTRY
& CONSTRUCTION INC.

East Helena 406-227-6519
Helena 406-443-8084

Beer, Wine, Cigars and Gifts.

Mar Painting
Insured

Al Nyhart
(406) 223-3074

Interior
Exterior

Licensed

DD Custom Flatbed Dealer
Laser Cut Parts Fabrication
Machining Hydraulics

406-449-3464 | Townsend - Helena

A+ STORAGEA+ STORAGE

406-266-5377, 406-580-5425406-266-5377, 406-580-5425

SEVERAL SIZES OF STORAGE UNITS
BOATS, RV's & TRAILER STORAGE

IN TOWNSEND, MT

SEVERAL SIZES OF STORAGE UNITS
BOATS, RV's & TRAILER STORAGE

IN TOWNSEND, MT

WE ARE AVAILABLE WHEN
YOU NEED US!

WE ARE AVAILABLE WHEN
YOU NEED US!

LOCAL BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Contact MT43 News to list your business NOW!

Mon - Fri 10am- 2pm
408 Broadway | 406.266.0086

Mark Leyland
406-438-7315
leylandmt.com

Mark Leyland
406-438-7315
leylandmt.com

LEYLAND INSURANCE
Call me with any Medicare questions!Call me with any Medicare questions!

Turning 65 soon?Turning 65 soon?
BSE Excavating
7200 Hwy 287, Townsend, MT

Brandon Bakken
Shane Tew
p - (406)266-3772
c - (406)980-1100

Dates and times may vary due to events, seasons or holidays.
Call the restaurant with any questions. Happy Dining!

The Betsy Sports Zone

217 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 266-0001 
Dining Hours:
Tue-Sun 11:00AM-Close  
Closed Monday
Takeout placed only in person.
Menu: 
www.betsysportszone.com

American Legion Hall

211 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 266-3611
Dining Hours:
Tuesday Bingo/ Bowl & a Roll 
5:00PM
SPECIAL Event with Food: 
3/15 106 BIRTHDAY,
5:00PM Dinner, 6:00PM Music
Bar hours may vary

Bread and Butter Cafe

205 Broadway St, Townsend 
(406) 266-3025 
Dining Hours:
Tue - Sat 7:00AM- 2:00PM
Closed Sunday & Monday
Menu available on Facebook

Bunkhouse Bar & Grill

8846 US-287, Toston
(406) 266-5302 
3/17/2025 SPECIAL: 
1:00PM Corned and Trimmings
Dining Hours:
10:00AM – Close
Grill off at 10:00PM

Commercial Bar

101 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 266-9956 
Dining Hours:
10:00AM - 2:00AM
Closed Thanksgiving & 
Christmas
Menu available on Facebook

Copy Cup

303 N Front St, Townsend   
(406) 980-8400
Please call on business hours
Drinks and Pastry Hours:
Mon - Fri 7:00AM - 3:00PM  
Sat 8:30AM - 2:00PM
Closed Sunday

Deep Creek Pizza Co.

415 Broadway Ste 2, Townsend  
(406) 266-0002 
Dining Hours:
11:00AM - 8:00 PM 
Closed Sunday
Menu: 
deepcreekpizzaco.com
Accepting Orders Online

Fishtale Tavern

209 Broadway St, Townsend 
(406) 266-5582 
Dining Hours:
11:00AM - 11:00PM
Daily Specials:
Facebook
Bar hours may vary

Mint Cafe

305 Broadway St, Townsend 
(406) 266-3867 
Dining Hours:
Mon - Wed 8:00AM - 2:00 PM,  
Thur - Fri 8:00AM - 8:00PM
Sat - Sun 7:00AM - 8:00PM
3/17/25 SPECIAL:
Corned Beef Cabbage

TB’s Diner

316 N Front St, Townsend, 
(406) 266-0099 
Dining Hours:
Mon- Sat 7:00AM - 8:00PM
Sunday 7:00AM - 7:00PM
Specials:
Facebook

C Hangin” C Mercantile 
& Creamery

310 S Front St, Townsend
(406) 266-9087 
Dining Hours:
Mon - Fri 7:30AM - 7:00PM
Sat 8:00AM - 7:00PM
Sun 8:00AM - 5:00PM
Menu: 
Facebook
changincmerc.square.site

Canyon Ferry Brewing & 
Taproom

300 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 694-5687
Hours: 
Wed - Fri. 4:00PM - Close 
Sat and Sun 2:00PM - Close

Kick Start Nutrition

500 N Front St, Townsend 
(406) 266-0033 
Dining Hours:
Tue - Fri 7:00AM - 3:00PM
Sat 9:00AM - 3:00PM
Closed Sunday & Monday
Daily Specials:
Facebook & Instagram

Mountie Moose Bakery

109 Broadway, Townsend 
(406) 266-5800 
Dining Hours:
Tue - Sat 7:00AM - 4:00PM
Closed Sunday & Monday
Online Ordering:
Mountie-moose-bakery.square.
site

The Nook Coffeehouse

401 Broadway, Townsend 
(406) 490-8238 
Dining Hours:
Mon 7:00AM - 5:00PM
Tue - Thu 8:00AM - 5:00PM
Fri - Sun 9:00AM - 5:00PM
Menu:
FB @thenookcoffeehouse 
& readingleaves.net/
thenookcoffeehouse

Peking China

10 N Main St, Three Forks 
(406) 285-3225 
Dining Hours:
Mon - Sun 11:30AM - 8:30PM
Menu:
Google

Contact MT 43 News,
Monday- Friday 10AM -
2PM, if you would like to

talk about how to add your
dining location and open

hours to our paper!
406.266.0086

Broadwater Area
Restaurants 

Your Business
Listing Here

Your Business
Listing Here
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Our WalkOur Walk
In FaithIn Faith

Elkhorn Community Fellowship
126 N Cedar St. Townsend
Pastor Eric Crusch (406) 949-0183
Sunday: 11:00am- Services
Wednesday: 4:00 - 5:30pm Team KID for K - 5th Grades  
| 6:00 - 7:30pm Youth Group for 6 - 12th Grades
 
Faith Baptist Church
5 Jack Farm Rd. Townsend
Pastor Mike Wenzel (406) 266-4219
Sunday: 10:00am Sunday School | 11:00am Morning 
Service | 6:00pm Evening Service
Wednesday: 7:00pm Bible Study & Prayer

Holy Cross Catholic Church
101 S Walnut St. Townsend
Parish Contact (406) 266-4811
email: office@holycrossmt.org
Sunday: 3:30pm - 4:15pm (or by appt.) Reconciliation | 
4:30pm- Mass | 5:30pm (during the school year) Dinner 
with 6:00pm Religious Ed for all Grades
Adult Education Programs found on  holycrossmt.org
Monday: 9:00am Mass |  9:30am Adoration
Tuesday: 9:00am Mass

Mountain Valley Church (of the CMA)
110 E Street Townsend
Pastor Eric Krueger (406) 465-5895
MountainValleyChurch.org
Sunday: 10:00am Services with Nursery, Kids and Youth 
Ministry
Last Thursday of the month: 6:30- 8:00pm The Rock 
Youth Ministry: K-3rd Grades and 4th-Senior High | 
Parent Bible Study
Livestream:  Facebook.com/mountainValleyChurch406
Life groups meet weekly. Call for more information.

Radersburg Baptist Church
7 Main St. Radersburg
Pastor Richard Summerlin (406) 410-0458
Sunday: 9:45am Sunday School | 11:00am Worship

Set Free Christian Fellowship
318 Broadway St. Townsend; PO Box 1163

Pastor Carol Bergstad (406) 461-2181
Sunday: 9:30am Service | 7:00pm Set Free Recovery
Thursday: 7:00pm Bible Study

Seventh Day Adventist Church
200 N Cedar St. Townsend
Pastor Ney Khut (269)-362-5768
Saturday: 9:30 Service | 10:30am Bible Study

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church ELCA 
Synod
301 N Cherry St. Townsend
Steve Ward, Synod authorized minister (406) 220-8911
Office hours Mon & Wed 9 am to noon
Council President Margie Urich (406) 599-9848
Sunday: 9:30am Services
Second Tuesday of the month: 4:00pm Women of the 
ELCA meet.
Bible Studies meet weekly. Call for more information.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
916 Broadway St. Townsend
Bishop Matt Graham (406) 266-4255
Sunday: 8:30am Choir Practice | 9:30am Sacrament 
Meeting | 10:40am Sunday School
Wednesday: 6:00 -  9:00pm Family History Center Open 
For Family History Center appointment call Director, 
Rebecca Mitchell, (406) 980-0270
Wednesday: 6:30pm Youth Activities

Townsend United Methodist Church
200 N Cedar St. Townsend
Pastor Mele Moa (406) 266-3390
TownsendUMC.org
Sunday: 9:00am Services

Trailhead Christian Fellowship
20 Trailhead View Dr. (5 mi. north of Townsend)
Pastor Clay Muinzer (406) 266-4406
Sunday: 9:00am Sunday School and Christian Education 
| 10:00am Services
Wednesday: 4:25 - 5:50pm Awana Program for K- 6th 
Grades | 6:15 - 8:00pm Youth Group for 7th–12th Grades

Sr. Center Meals: 
March 17 - March 21

516 2nd Street, 
Townsend MT 
406-266-3995

Monday, March 17

ST. PATRICK’S DAY
Corned Beef & 	

	 Cabbage
Lucky Potatoes
Carrot Coins
Blarney’s Stone Roll
Fruited Green Jello

Tuesday, March 18

BIRTHDAY DINNER
Baked Chicken
Rice Pilaf
California Vegetables

Bean Medley
Whole Grain Bread
Apricots

Wednesday, March 19
Beef and Veggie Stew
Fresh Baked Biscuit
Tossed Salad
Zesty Pineapple

Thursday, March 20
Roast Pork
Mashed Potatoes
Key Largo Vegetables
Whole Grain Bread
Applesauce

Friday, March 21
Fish Patty 
Macaroni and Cheese
Carrot Coins
Green Peas
Plump Peaches

SeniorSenior
CenterCenter

SeniorSenior
CenterCenter

At MT43 News Office
408 Broadway St, Townsend, MT

Mon - Fri 10:00 – 2:00pm

Notary Service AvailableNotary Service Available

Or by Appointment
Contact: Brenda Phillips

406-231-9752

Know it All’s, that Don’t!
I like reading books on scientific research, and 
discoveries. However, nowadays when you look at 
new authors, and their “supposed” new discoveries 
that THEY researched, you find facts and evidence 
about everything that has gone before! Including all 
the SAME research that has BEEN DONE, for the 
last 100 years or more. 

This is what happens when you have “internet 
intellectuals”. One of my “exes” had a bit of intel-
lect, meaning she thought she knew everything about 
everything. Including information that she had never 
heard of before; this was waaay before the internet. 
Can you all say “ANNOYING?”  Probably why 
she is an ex. 

There are people in this world who will stop what 
they are doing and come offer you help WHILE you 
are doing whatever you are doing. I used to put up 
on a whiteboard at my National Guard unit, what the 
next month's drill duties would be. I was WRITING 
ON THE BOARD, reading from my notes I had 
gotten from the Commander. While I was doing it, 
some folks would stop what they were doing and 
come offer advice about how I should be doing it!  
AAAarrrGGHHH!

I have run into these folks all my life. THEY think 
that EVERYBODY should have the benefit of their 
opinions. Well, whoop de Flippen do, I didn’t know 
you were a life expert, since you live in a van down 
by the river. Remember Chris Farley? Luckily, I have 
not had this happen around here, maybe because I 
left “that western/coastal state”. But they’re out there 
watching, waiting until you start a conversation. 
Then BAM, or sounds of that type. Remember the 
old Dilbert cartoon? Yeah, the office worker who 
would launch himself across the cubicles to land 
in the conversation saying: “Did you know I’m an 
expert of whatever it is you are discussing?”.

There are MANY replies to this type of intrusion, 
most of them very vulgar. IF you are Military, you 
know what I mean. IF you are going to “instruct the 
rest of humanity” on all information, PLEASE learn 
what you are talking about! Then maybe we will 
listen, but being a guy, I doubt it. 

We are all MORE than welcoming to ANY warm 
weather, so prepare, and enjoy what we have.

Whispers of the Past: Centerville Cemetery
Shelley Douthett

When I first started working out 
at the Centerville Cemetery, I was 
intrigued at just how many graves 
are out there. The obvious ones 
have headstones but there are so 
many more with remnants of markers or not even 
that, just mounds. I have run across several lists 
various people have made of the people buried at 
the Centerville Cemetery so not only do I have those 
to do research from, but I also went through two 
lists on the Montana state death lists to see which 
cemetery the people from our area were buried in. I 
went through two bottles of eyedrops doing it. None 
of them look like the others. The most recent list was 
done in 2011 by Charleen Spaulding from Helena. 

So, how many people are buried out there? I 
seriously don’t think we will ever know exactly but 
there are easily over 100. You could try to go out 
there and physically count them but from my experi-
ence, it’s hard to know what is a grave and what is 
not. Of course, the obvious ones have headstones 
of some kind. Then there are what I call ‘the lumps’ 
which are the ones that are shaped like the leftover 
dirt after burial is piled on top. There are the ones 
that are sunken depressions. And those with the old 
metal markers that are mostly unreadable but there is 
no lump or depression. Flat cement stones are scat-
tered throughout stamped with the names and dates 
of people who died but without those, you would 
never know anyone was buried there. 

Most cemeteries have a plat of surveyed land 
with locations of potential gravesites in nice orderly 
lines. I’ve stood on the road surrounding the sections 
and tried to look down the rows to see if there was a 

plan to make rows so they weren’t buried on top of 
each other but even they don’t appear to be straight 
rows. They are a lot like my own attempts to draw 
a straight line without a ruler. I have been unable to 
determine rhyme or reason to how it’s laid out versus 
how it’s supposed to be laid out. 

If I had to guess, I would say the original ‘pioneer’ 
families chose their own spots because they seem to 
be clustered in one area. Family plots include Van 
Voast, Marks, Raymond, Johnson, and McMahon. 
Later, the land was used for burials from the poor farm 
that was nearby. and other parts of local families who 
put in headstones that are scattered throughout the 
cemetery. I need to figure out how they got the land 
in the first place for both the cemetery and poorhouse. 

When I started all this two years ago, I was given 
a sheet of paper showing a numbered map of the 
graves. Even with my handy dandy magnifying 
glass, I couldn’t read it. It’s not dated and I know 
there have been more recent burials that are not 
recorded on the map. A visit to the courthouse led 
us to a large image of the tiny map I had gotten and 
I’ve asked for a same size copy of it so I can match 
what is out there to what I’ve been researching and 
cleaning. In the meantime, I’ll keep working out 
there, adding to my list of questions about life and 
death back in the day.

All I wanted to do was clean headstones and now 
I’m obsessed with finding out so much more. If you 
have any information you’d love to share with me, 
I can be reached at douthetts@aol.com and you can 
be my newest favorite person. 
To view the Centerville Cemetary plat visit: 
ht tps: / /mt43news-business-services .com/
CentervilleCemetary
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The Buzz About Roundup
Allison Kosto
MSU Broadwater County Extension 
Agent

Almost annually, Roundup 
makes national headlines for another lawsuit 
or incident related to its use. With national 
attention, it’s easy to become alarmed and 

question its use, safety and efficiency. It’s even harder to 
detangle the information out there related to this product.  

While I used the word Roundup to catch your atten-
tion, the word Roundup is actually a brand name for an 
herbicide owned by the company Bayer who acquired 
Monsanto in 2018. The active ingredient in most Roundup 
products is glyphosate which is actually the chemical 
that causes concern and is found in multiple herbicide 
products. Glyphosate is the main focus of this article.

Glyphosate is an herbicide that has been used in 
the United States for over fifty years. However, use of 
glyphosate increased in the last couple of decades with 
the introduction of Roundup-Ready crops. It is a non-
selective herbicide which means that it kills whatever 
it comes into contact with. Specifically, this chemical 
works by preventing the plant from producing certain 
amino acids. Without these amino acids, the plants 
eventually die. It is a slow acting herbicide and can take 
7 to 10 days to show effects. It is important to note that 
humans and animals do not have this specific amino acid 
pathway, so it does not affect mammals in the same way 
it affects plants.  

Toxicity is a concern with any pesticides, includ-
ing glyphosate. There are two types of toxicity.  Acute 
toxicity is a single exposure to a hazard. For example, 
dermal exposure through the skin. Chronic toxicity 
occurs after long-term exposure to a chemical such 
as repeated ingestion of low doses in food residues or 
long-term use exposure. According to PennState Exten-
sion, glyphosate has lower acute toxicity than 94% of 
all herbicides and many common household chemicals 
including vinegar and table salt. LD50 is a measure of 
how much of a substance it takes to kill half of a test 
group of animals. It is used to measure acute toxicity. 
The oral (ingested) LD50 of glyphosate is 4900 mg/kg 
while the LD50 of bleach is 192 mg/kg. This means it 
takes significantly less bleach (meaning it is more toxic) 
to kill a human or animal than glyphosate. Additionally, 
glyphosate has lower chronic toxicity to humans than 
90% of all herbicides.

Another concern that has been in the spotlight in recent 
years has been glyphosate’s association with cancer. This 
stems from a 2015 report from the International Agency 
for Research on Cancer (IARC) that listed glyphosate as 
a probable human carcinogen. However, this same report 
includes red meat, indoor emissions from burning wood 
and late-night work shifts as possible carcinogens. Fur-
thermore, the report included known human carcinogens 
which included processed meats, alcoholic beverages, 
sunlight and air pollution.

The US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
is the government agency responsible for determining 
if a pesticide is safe to use. After IARC released their 
report, EPA followed up with their own report in 2017 
and another report in 2019. Both reports determined 
that glyphosate was not carcinogenic to humans. These 
reports were based on scientific data; there are currently no 
published studies that directly link glyphosate to cancer.

So why has Bayer faced multiple lawsuits related to 
cancer and Roundup use? This may be a rabbit hole that 
I don’t want to go down in an article, because there are 
many reasons why this is so murky. One, it is important 
to remember that these are mostly jury trials. The deci-
sions are being made based on evidence heard in a trial 
by a jury of peers. It is not being made by educated 
scientists or even doctors. IARC has identified 120 known 
carcinogens, and the National Toxicology Program has 
listed 256 substances that cause cancer. In many cases, 
it is difficult to identify the exact cause of cancer.

It’s also important to mention that studies show there is 
a minimal risk of toxicity when using glyphosate accord-
ing to label instructions. The product label is the law and 
contains tons of critical information, including personal 
protective equipment, rates, environmental hazards and 
more. If you skip a step and you don’t follow the label 
instructions, then you are liable if something happens 
or if exposure occurs as a result of mis- or incorrect 
use. The risk of toxicity to humans and the environment 
increases substantially when you don’t follow the label.

The bottom line is that using pesticides is a personal 
choice. If you aren’t comfortable with using them, then 
use alternative methods of pest control. An integrated 
pest management approach, which uses the life cycle 
of pests in addition to diverse control methods beyond 
pesticides, is the best way to approach pest control and 
reduce pesticide use. Pesticides, including glyphosate, 
can be used safely when following the label. That doesn’t 
mean that there isn’t a risk, just that the risk has been 
minimized based on research and best practices. As we 
all know, there is a lot of misinformation about products 
in the media. Doing your research is also an important 
part of using pesticides safely.  

For more information or recommendations regarding 
pesticides or pest control, stop by MSU Extension in 
Broadwater at 416 Broadway in Townsend or contact 
406-266-9242 or allison.kosto@montana.edu.

Area DeathArea Death
James William “Bill” Kearns Jr.

Family of James William “Bill” Kearns Jr.

James William “Bill” Kearns Jr., age 86
November 1, 1938 – March 8, 2025

The family of Bill Kearns is saddened to announce 
his passing.

James William "Bill" Kearns
Family of James William "Bill" Kearns

Plummer pointed out that locals needed to come to the post 
office and transfer their equipment back and forth as well 
as residents on the west side of the river who need to go 
to the garbage dump. He and Bill Lane spoke of the new 
approach as very dangerous. “The alternative approach 
to Highway 287 from Toston is dangerous to enter when 
traffic is going 70 miles an hour, and the approach is not 
marked very well, coming from Townsend,” Plummer said.

MDOT bridge inspection manager John Jackson de-
scribed the condition of the bridge as dangerous because of 
fatigue and corrosion in the steel trusses and guard rails. He 
pointed out the support piers had been corroded for over a 
century by river scouring and were in danger of collapsing 

A year later in a commission meeting, statewide pre-
construction engineer Ryan Dahlke reiterated the need to 
tear down the bridge. He speculated it would cost more the 
$10 million to repair the bridge for use. He said everything 
about the bridge’s condition made repair not an option. But 
Toston residents were not convinced.

In a December 16, 2023 meeting at the Bunkhouse 
Bar Commissioner Darrel Folkvord made a power point 
presentation to convince the group the bridge was not safe 
for vehicle traffic. He suggested the group form a nonprofit 
organization to apply for grants to repair the bridge for 
pedestrian traffic. 

Still the Toston group persisted in trying to save their 
beloved bridge. Enter Beryl Byers Newman, born and raised 
in Toston, a life-long resident and expert research person 
who worked for the state Department of Administration. 
Newly retired, she began the arduous process of research-
ing grant monies, bridge repair contractors and rules for 
destruction of National Historic Register sites.

Much to the group’s dismay, Newman learned that if a 
bridge is in complete disrepair with no chance of saving it, 
the site can be destroyed.  It is not protected by its National 
Register status.

After reaching out to several Mid-West bridge repair 
contractors, she finally received a bid from J.F. Brennan 
Company of LaCrosse, Wisconsin. The bid came back at 
$17 million and did not include repairing the steel trusses, 
only the two piers.  

The final twist of the knife in the hearts of the group 
was that bridge-loving non-profit organizations had no 
interest in funding projects without guarantee that the 
bridge could be saved. 

At its wit’s end, the tightknit Toston group will face a 
last-ditch effort to salvage at least the memory of the beau-
tiful bridge. Newman said in talks with MDOT historian 
Jon Axline, he would encourage MDOT and the group to 
install a memorial plaque where the road dead ends into the 
bridge. The plaque would have a photo of the bridge on it.

MDOT’s is asking for comments on the proposal to 
remove the bridge, tentatively set for 2026 depending on 
whether money and design plans become available for the 
project.  For those who wish to comment please submit to 
mdt.mt.gov/contact/comment-form.aspx.  Written com-
ments may be sent to MDOT, Butte Office, P.O. Box 3068, 
Butte, MT 59702-3068.  Brandon Jones, Butte District 
Preconstruction Engineer may be reached at (406) 494-9622.

Toston Bridge, 1

Broadwater Lions Contribute 
to Leader Dogs for the Blind 

Bob Brastrup
Townsend Lions Club

Lions clubs throughout the world, including Townsend, are 
dedicated to helping individuals with sight and hearing issues.  

In 1938, attempts to obtain a guide dog by a member of 
the Uptown Lions Club in Detroit, Michigan were rejected 
by the only guide dog training organization in America at that 
time. The organization’s policy was that individuals could 
not be sponsored by organizations and donations could not 
be directed to a specific purpose.

The club then found a dog trainer who agreed to train four 
guide dogs for a total of $800 and the four individuals were 
selected to participate in the initial program. The Park Avenue 
Hotel in Detroit heard about the endeavor and provided free 
accommodations for the students as they learned to work 
with the dogs. The dogs and students became partners in 
February 1939.

Due to its success, the program expanded and eighteen 
blind students received dogs during the first year. Since 
then, more than 14,500 dogs have been paired with vision 
impaired individuals from throughout the world.

Leader Dogs for the Blind is funded entirely by donations 
and the dogs are provided to individuals at no cost. Training 
expenses can exceed $20,000 for each leader dog. Individuals 
who are legally blind, at least 16 years of age, able to care 
for a dog, and who have orientation and mobility skills are 
eligible for the program. The dogs are trained to the specific 
needs of the individual who receives a dog.

The Broadwater County Lions Club has, for many years, 
supported the Leader Dog for the Blind program and recently 
donated $750 to the program.

County Voter Information on 
Sheriff's Department Mill Levy

Nick Rauser
Broadwater County Sheriff

In an effort to bolster law enforcement services and address 
growing public safety needs, a proposed mill levy of 39.93 
mills for the Sheriff's Office is being considered by voters 
in the county. This mill levy would be a continuation of the 
measure passed five years ago, which initially provided es-
sential funding for the Sheriff's Office. If passed, the updated 
levy would ensure continued resources to enhance operations, 
staffing, and community safety.

The mill levy currently accounts for approximately one-
third of the Sheriff's Office budget, with 77 percent of that 
budget allocated to personnel costs. Over the past few years, 
the department has made adjustments to meet the evolving 
needs of the community. Sheriff Nick Rauser highlighted 
that the department recently added two new positions—one 
as a school resource officer to enhance safety at the school, 
and another to serve the southern end of Broadwater County, 
improving response times and support for residents in that 
area. This position was offered as a conditional offer to a 
resident of the area. Also, with the levy 5 years ago two 
other Deputy positions were added.

"We want to continue to provide the services that we are 
currently providing," Sheriff Rauser said. "I don't want to 
lose what we have been able to build the last five years." He 
emphasized that the funding would help ensure the Sheriff's 
Office could maintain the level of service residents have 
come to rely on, especially as demands continue to grow.

In an effort to mitigate the financial burden on local 
residents, Sheriff Rauser has decided to mill 20 percent 
less this upcoming year. He explained that he took into 
consideration the increased property taxes, rising water rates, 
and increased solid waste fees that residents are facing. "I 
understand the financial pressures on our community, and I 
want to be mindful of that while still ensuring the Sheriff's 
Office can operate at a high level of service," Rauser said.

The new mill levy would continue the funding stream 
set in motion by the original measure passed five years ago, 
which has provided much-needed resources for the Sheriff's 
Office. However, with the increasing demands of law en-
forcement in the county, the levy would allow for continued 
improvements and ensure the office remains well-equipped 
to handle future challenges.

The county commissioners have continued their support 
for the Sheriff's Office, with 34.4 percent of the floating mills 
dedicated to the department. This ongoing support has been 
crucial to the Sheriff's Office's ability to maintain operations 
and address the needs of the growing community.

Here is a breakdown of what that would mean for property 
owners:

•	 A $100,000 house would cost $53.91 per year or ap-
proximately 15 cents per day.

•	 A $300,000 house would cost $161.72 per year or ap-
proximately 44 cents per day.

•	 A $600,000 house would cost $323.43 per year or ap-
proximately 89 cents per day.

The mill levy vote will take place on May 6th, 2025, 
during the upcoming special election with the school board. 
The outcome will have a significant impact on the Sheriff's 
Office's ability to serve the community effectively and ensure 
the safety and security of county residents for years to come.

For more information about the mill levy or to learn more 
about how the funds would be used, call Sheriff Rauser at 
406-266-9265 or attend one of the upcoming public forums 
being held in the coming weeks.
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The Magic of Secret 
Ingredients

Eileen Clarke
Rifles and Recipes

Way back in the 1980s, Meredith 
Stephens ran one of the best small-
town bars I ever saw. She was what 
my grandmother would have called a pistol: bootleg-
ging movies off her satellite dish and renting them for 
a buck a day; duct-taping a Daily Trivia Question on 
the back bar mirror, and keeping a ‘Don’t Say *%$’ 
Jar just below it (everyone said it, including Meredith, 
but the quarters she collected paid for a yearly 4th of 
July party she threw for the whole town) or creating 
recipes with secret ingredients that have lived on long 
after her. (This was the only secret she ever revealed 
and I still wonder if she told all.) 

On browning for better flavor: About ½ pound of 
chopped up meat in a pre-heated medium to medium-
hot 10-inch skillet, with hot oil, will give you more 
flavor. That means doing about 3 batches for this recipe. 
More than ½ pound at a time leads to evaporating liq-
uids overwhelming the hot pan, resulting in a grayish 
foam—and mediocre taste. Ideal is no foaming, so you 
create the Maillard Effect and a caramelized flavor.

Meredith’s Secret Ingredient Stew
Serves 8

Ingredients
2 cups beef broth
2 cups hot water
20 ounce can pineapple chunks, drained and juice saved
1/2 cup flour
1 teaspoon garlic salt
1 teaspoon white pepper
1/4 teaspoon cayenne pepper
1 1/2 pounds venison stew meat, cubed
about 5 tablespoons oil, in all
1 teaspoon smoked Chipotle Tabasco sauce
1 large yellow onion, sliced
1 teaspoon sugar
1 pound potatoes, chopped
1 pound carrots, sliced

Cooking
1.  Start a 3-quart slow cooker on high, and add the 
beef broth, water and the pineapple chunks and cover. 
(Save the pineapple juice you drained off for deglazing 
the pan.) In a plastic bag combine the flour, garlic salt, 
white and cayenne peppers, and shake. Add the venison 
cubes, seal the bag and shake until the meat surfaces 
are lightly covered.  
2.  Starting with 2 tablespoons of the oil, brown the 
meat in the oil over medium heat in 3-4 batches until 
golden, adding 1-2 tablespoons of oil as needed with 
succeeding batches, then add the pineapple juice and 
Tabasco sauce slowly into the hot skillet. Scrape up 
the tasty bits from the bottom of the pan, and when 
the sauce thickens, pour the meat and sauce into the 
slow cooker.  
3.  Add 2 tablespoons more oil and the sugar to the pan 
and start browning the onions on medium-high heat. 
Once they sizzle, lower the heat to medium. Continue 
browning the onions until they are quite soft and smell 
very sweet, about 15 minutes. Add them to the slow 
cooker, too.  
4.  Add the potatoes and carrots, stir them into the stew, 
and cover. When the pot comes to a slow simmer, reduce 
the heat to low. Continue cooking 8 hours. Serve hot 
with lots of attitude.  

From Eileen’s wild game cookbook, Slice of the 
Wild: 100 Venison recipes, with lots of secret and not-so-
secret ingredients, as well as 40 pages of bullet to fork 
care and over 40 side dishes that go perfectly with wild 
meat and have their own covey of secret ingredients. 
(For more about secret ingredients, check out Slice of 
the Wild @ www.riflesandrecipes.com/406-521-0273. 
For the blog: www.riflesandrecipes.com/blog

Meredith’s Secret Ingredient Stew
Eileen Clarke Photo
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Matt 
Nelson

J a n e t 
(Strobel) 
Wagner is a U.S. Marine 
Corps veteran. She consid-
ers the time she spent in the 
Marine Corps important. 
She enlisted in May 1978 
and went to boot camp at 
Parris Island, South Caro-
lina, where all the women 
were sent at that time. She 
worked as a 4063 COBOL 
Programmer. After train-
ing in Quantico, Virginia, 
located near Washington, 
D.C., she received orders to the Marine Corps Air Base 
in Iwakuni, Japan, with the 3rd Marine Division. She 
worked at the 6th Force Automated Service Center (6th 
FASC) in her position as a COBOL programmer. She 
spent a year and a half in Iwakuni and then received 
orders back to Quantico.

Janet laughed as she 
said, “We had punch cards, 
IBM 360/40 computers, 
reel-to-reel tape storage, 
it was the old school days! 
Japanese ladies did the key 
punching for us. It was 
1979, we were still using 
card readers and paper tape. 

They also taught her 
how to do JCL (job control 
language) optimization. 
Which consisted of adjust-
ing values of computer 
resources; CPU, memory 

and storage. She would run a job, check the stats on the 
job, and adjust the amount of CPU (Central Processing 
Unit) and RAM (Random Access Memory) that the job 
would allocate before it ran to make sure that the job 
used the hardware to the best of its ability.

Janet's first husband was also a Marine. She had 
gotten out of the Marines in November of 1980. In 
1983 he received PCS (Permanent Change of Station) 
orders to Camp Pendleton, California.  

Janet worked at San Onofre nuclear power plant 
while attending Cuesta College. She earned an AS in 
Electronic Technology in 1989. After graduating from 
Cuesta College, she got a job in Central California at 
Fort Hunter Liggett, one of four bases operated under 
the Army in the state of California, and she also worked 

Honoring Our Veterans - Janet Wagner

for the State of CA Dept of Corrections as an electronic 
technician and a computer maintenance technician. As 
an electronic technician at SVSP (Salinas Valley State 
Prison), she was responsible for all the electronic equip-
ment at the facility, such as fire systems, personal alarm 
systems, cable T.V. and telephones. She has worked 
with many types of computer systems and software 
programs as well.

In 1999 Janet accepted a position at the Defense 
Manpower Data Center (DMDC), located in Seaside, 
California. Among other tasks she was responsible 
for handling classified documents, which ultimately 
led her to a project at the National Security Agency 
(NSA) in Maryland.

The Marine Corps recognizes a military social 
organization called the Marine Corps League, of which 
Janet is a member. In June 2021, she received the Distin-
guished Service Award, Department Marine of the Year 
Award, which reads, “For Service and Devotion to the 
Department of Montana – Marine Corps League Your 
service exemplifies the traditions of the Marine Corps 
League and the United States Marine Corps, living up 
to our motto, ‘Semper Fidelis’.” With that award, she 
received an NCO sword. She has the award and the 
sword mounted on a wall in their home. Included on 
their military wall of fame is a plaque, which reads, “6th 
Force Automated Service Center” and in the center are 
the words Iwakuni, Japan. At the bottom of the plaque 
are the words “Cpl Janet I. Robin 1Nov 78 – 15 May 
80 "Shortest Rat”. The rest of 3rd Mar Div call the digit 
heads of 6th FASC “Rats”.

Today she and her husband Tony do volunteer work 
at Trailhead Christian Church and the American Legion 
Post 42 here in Townsend.

Thank you for all of your service, both in the Marine 
Corps and for your civilian jobs, Janet. Semper Fi!

Janet and her 6th Force Automated Service Center Award
Photo Credit: Matt Nelson

Janet Stobel in Marine 
Boot Camp.

Photo Credit: Janet Wagner

FFA Update
Ashley Sanderson
Broadwater FFA Correspondent

We’re about a month away from State Convention and it 
has definitely been a year! I’m so proud of all the things 
we’ve accomplished this year and all of the memories 
we’ve made. As we continue to practice and prepare our 
state teams, I continue to look forward to seeing how 
well our progress pays off at state. However, Career and 
Leadership Development Event Practices aren’t the only 
things members of the Broadwater FFA Chapter have 
been doing. 

On February 6th, 2025, we had our first-ever FFA-
sponsored career fair. We invited several local businesses 
to come and talk to students in hopes of finding them 
summer jobs. If students had meaningful conversations 
with business representatives, their names were written 
on a card and they were entered in a drawing for a gift 
card to a local business. I think this was a super successful 
event, especially for our first one and I would love to do 
it again in the future.

On March 1st, 2025, members of the Broadwater FFA 
Chapter were servers at the Broadwater Conservation 
District’s Ag Appreciation Dinner. We also held our silent 
auction which is our biggest fundraiser of the year. Thank 
you so much to businesses who donated items and to 
students who made items to be sold in the silent auction. 
We do this every year and it’s always a great experience. 

As I wrap up my final report for the 2024-2025 year, 
I want to congratulate members of our chapter for all of 
their hard work and accomplishments this year. Good 
luck at state!

a $500 scholarship. The high school art programs of 
the respective winning students will also receive $250 to 
purchase art supplies or equipment.  

Entries can be sub-
mitted at woorise.com/
reachhighermontana/
sticker-design-2025 
by March 31st.

The winning 
sticker designs will 
be produced and sent 
to all Montana high 
schools in the fall 
as part of the Stick-
With-Scholarships 
campaign. As part 
of that effort, Reach 
Higher Montana gives 
out six $500 scholar-
ships to students who 
enter the competition 
by posting a picture 

of one of the stickers on their social media account and 
tagging Reach Higher Montana.  

The Design-A-Sticker, Win-A-Scholarship Competition 
is part of Reach Higher Montana’s efforts to help students 
use their creativity to access resources to continue their 
education. The Reach Higher Montana website provides 
access to a list of hundreds of scholarships for Montana 
students, and the organization posts new scholarship op-
portunities on its Facebook and Instagram pages every 
Thursday. 

For more information, please visit Reach Higher 
Montana’s website, www.ReachHigherMontana.org, or 
follow us on Facebook and Instagram.

Scholarship Competition, 1
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Personal News
Lloyd Heberle just returned the first of the week from 
a trip to Minneapolis where he attended to business 
connected with the Ward Motors Company and visited 
his relatives in Minneapolis.

Representative and Mrs. W. Guy Kirscher are back 
home again after an exciting 60 days spent in the capital 
city. Guy doesn’t look any worse for the wear and seems 
to be able to cope with the strenuous session days.

Dr. Edmund J. Kearns of Bozeman and Mrs. Jos. 
J. Davey of Spokane are here this week, called at the 
serious illness of their mother, Mrs. J.P. Kearns, who 
suffered a series of heart attacks recently. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Richtmyer motored out from 
Helena for an overnight visit with Mr. and Mrs. A.G. 
McCormick Tuesday evening.

Ed Ragen, Mrs. Paul Ragen and daughter, Nan, 
spent Wednesday in the capital city.

1958

Red Lodge Paper Names Doig Captain of All-Stars
One Bridger player, two from Belgrade and one each 
from Busby and Townsend make up the class C southern 
division basketball honorary all-star team selected by 
the NEWS from players at last week’s tournament here. 
The selections were made with the advice of coaches 
and tournament officials. 

Captain of the team is Dave Doig. He was the only 
unanimous guard on the third place Townsend choice 
for the honorary team. Doig did an outstanding job both 
defensively and offensively, making a total of 105 points 
in four games, for the second best individual scoring 
average of the tournament. He made 20 out of 41 free 

throw attempts for a percentage of 71. Doig is a Senior.
Strong support was given to four other players, who 

are given honorable mention by the NEWS. Among 
them is Robert Hoppe, Townsend center. – Carbon 
County News

Local News
Glenn Kenney and Rex Smith spent the weekend with 
relatives in Townsend. Both are attending Montana 
State College in Bozeman.

Among those from Townsend attending the com-
munity concert program in Helena last Friday night 
were Mr. and Mrs. Lyman Etzwiler, daughter Ann, 
Wally Rauser, Mr. and Mrs. James Kearns, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jos. Davey, Mrs. Chas. Grady, Mrs. Grace Hollaway, 
Mrs. Coralee Poole, Miss Deena Hollaway and Miss 
Marnie Lanning.

1975

Teacher Profiles
When asked why she is a teacher instead of a plumber 
or nurse or secretary, Mrs. Lau says, “Because I enjoy 
it, you have to stay with it.” She can illustrate this with 
the story of the note a mother sent when her youngster 
was returning to school after an illness. The note was 
to the effect that he seemed well enough to return to 
school and “besides, he’s driving me nuts”.

The lady should be glad she’s not a teacher, and that 
her youngster had a teacher who feels interested in each 
child, and anxious to help that child get the most they 
possibly can out of school.

Her 22 years of experience has convinced her that 
the most important part of the school has to be the 
scholastic. She does not take away any importance 
from other aspects but feels that the necessity to build 
character through good attitudes, relations and honesty 
of character, cannot be over-emphasized.

In her 13 years in Townsend, and before, she has 

taught all grades from one through eight, and once, had 
all grades at once, it may be familiarity that the third is 
now her favorite she says, but adds that each new class 
is a matter of new problems and new satisfactions.  No 
two classes or two children are ever alike, in her opinion.

The importance of the parent’s attitude to the devel-
opment of the child is impossible to emphasize enough 
she says, adding that this can be the most heart-breaking 
side of teaching.

The native of Alder continues to find each class 
interesting, challenging and enjoyable.

1997

Townsend Residents Gather for Annual Yuma Picnic
The fifth annual Townsend Picnic was held Feb. 14 at 
Sanguinetti Park in Yuma, Ariz. Among those attending 
were:

Bob and T.J. Banks, Bob and Jacque Bottomley, 
Bud and Lorna Campbell, Tony and Bernice Francisco, 
George and Muriel Gabisch, Gene and June Hardgrove, 
Ron and Anita Hood, Arnie and Betty Holzworth, Bill 
and Anita Kearns, Ron and Dora Kelly, Al and Lillian 
Lane, Don and Donna Little, George and Mary Ann Lots, 
Marvin and Mary Lou Meyer, Jack and Pat Nelson, Art 
and Betty Tintinger, Jim and Vi Vick, Don and Glenna 
Walter and Don and Violet Williams,

Drawings for prizes were held throughout the af-
ternoon, and T.J. Banks entertained at the keyboard.

Spelling Champ
J.R. Middlemas, a Townsend eighth grader, took first 
place after 10 rounds of competition in the annual 
Broadwater County Spelling Bee held March 5 at the 
Multipurpose Room. Placing second was fifth grader 
Jeremy Byrd.  Wanessa Westphal finished third, fourth 
was Mateo Jara, and Daniel Spatzierath was fifth.  
Middlemas advances to the State Spelling Bee in 
Missoula on April 5.

If you eat his margarine, maybe your hips will shrink, and he’ll come to your door.If you eat his margarine, maybe your hips will shrink, and he’ll come to your door.
Or you could make him come begging by 
owning more power tools than he does...

Everything you need... if we can find it!

There’s Hope on the Horizon - Ya Reckon?

Denise Thompson
MT43News AG 
Correspondent

Is the sun setting on the U.S. 
Cattle Industry and YOUR abil-
ity to buy beef MADE IN THE USA? Did you know 
that over 85% of the grass-fed beef in the American 
market is imported product? That’s no bull! In 20 years’ 
time this nation has become a meager 15% of the beef 
supply chain for you, the consumer! What’s even more 
insane is that imported beef is actually labeled ‘product 
of the USA.’ How can that be? Well, if “value” of any 
kind is added in America to that imported product then 
it can legally be labeled ‘Product of the USA.’ Value 
can refer to as little as grinding it, slicing it, cutting it, 
labeling it, packaging it, re-boxing it, transporting it, 
etc., etc.. Yes, animals born, raised, and slaughtered 
in Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Uruguay, much 
of Latin America or another of the 20 countries that 
import beef into America, if they pass inspection, are 
then labeled ‘Product of the USA.’ Crazy, ya reckon?

We’ve all heard of the BIG FOUR meat packing plants 
that are adding ‘insult to injury’ for the small producers 
and dominating the processing industry, controlling 
over 80% of the market. Their near-monopoly power 
allows them to manipulate prices, putting ranchers and 
independent beef producers at a major disadvantage: 
Low prices for producers and high prices for consum-
ers, lack of market competition with limited buyers for 
cattle and little bargaining power, packers dictate terms 
through captive supply and forward contracts (they own 
their own cattle or use contracts that guarantee supply) 
to reduce the number of cattle they buy on the open 
market, processing bottleneck making it difficult for the 
small producers to find available slaughterhouses, hold 
retail and distribution power, lack of transparency in the 
supply, demand and pricing trends, all while importing 

cheaper beef, undercutting American ranchers.
The American cattle herd is currently at its lowest 

level since 1962, when there were over 1.3 million cattle 
ranchers in the U.S. In 2023, only around 700,000 cattle 
ranches existed in our country. One year later, (2024, 
that number dropped by 200,000 cattle ranchers! We are 
currently hovering around 500,000! This is frightening! 
Less than 1% of the U.S. population is responsible for 
the nation’s beef production, with a trend indicating 
further consolidation within the industry, with fewer 
operations managing larger herds. Fortunately, cattle 
prices have been on an uptick for a couple of years, 
due in part to a combination of low supply and strong 
demand. This has helped producers stay in the ‘game,’ 
even though production expenses continue to shoot 
many in the foot!

There’s hope on the horizon, ya reckon? Can we 
save the American cattle rancher? Is there value in 
protecting the farm or ranch for the next generation? 
ABSOLUTELY!

Supporting the small cattle operations (any ag. op-
erations for that matter) is ESSENTIAL for protecting 
and preserving local agriculture, rural economies, and 

sustainable, healthy food systems for all!  BUY LO-
CAL! Go to the farmers markets!  Buy direct from those 
local hard working ranching families, purchase on-line 
from your favorite rancher, frequent the stores that sell 
local beef (and other products), support legislation that 
helps small producers, continue advocating for local 
USDA inspected meat processing facilities to help small 
ranchers sell directly to consumers, educate and spread 
awareness, share your experience and knowledge, and 
by all means continue to EAT BEEF! Thank you.

For the Love of Ag, From the Heart of a Western Woman.

Denise Thompson

No Bull! 85% of the beef you buy at the store, although labeled 
' Product of the USA,' is actually from another country.
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There is hope for the family ranch, thanks 
in large part to you, the consumer!

Photo Credit: Denise Thompson


