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Family Medical Clinic Building Demolished
MT43 News Staff

The Family Medical Clinic Building on Broadway and 
Cedar Streets lived out its lifetime. The modular building 
saw its last day Wednesday, February 26 when Gruber 
Excavating of East Helena tore it down.

Dr. Nicholas Campbell, owner of Family Medical 
Clinic, now has his offices at 220 Broadway Street when 
he vacated the Cedar Street building three years ago. He 
said the demolished building was occupied by a dentist 
when he came to Townsend in 1984, so Campbell was 
one of the last doctors to work in a basement office in 
the “old” hospital before the existing hospital, Billings 
Clinic Broadwater, was built in 1986. Campbell moved 
his practice to the Clinic building that year and worked 
for the hospital also.

According to Commissioner Debi Randolph when 
Family Medical Clinic owner Dr. Nicholas Campbell 
moved out, the Commissioners laboriously went through 
the steps to have the building demolished. They first 
ordered an appraisal, then offered the building through 
auction. Eventually Great West Engineering, at the 
commissioners' request, did a use review only to report 
the building was not worth saving, because of “safety 
issues.” It was also an “eyesore.” Two contractors 
answered the request for bid. “Gruber Excavating 
company bid the least to remove the building. Now, 3 
years later it is finally happening. Getting the building 
torn down is a case study in what government has to 
go through to get something done,” she said.

Randolph did not venture future plans for the empty 
lot, but said the commissioners might consider adding 
modular office space, should the money ever become 
available. Currently, there is no money available in 
the general fund for such an expenditure.  However, 
crowded office space in the courthouse would warrant 
such an idea, she said.

Gruber Excavating finished cleanup near the courthouse on Broadway and Cedar Streets Thursday morning.
Photo Provided by Courthouse Maintenance Supervisor, Bill Malone

The former Family Medical Clinic building was demolished early Wednesday morning.
Photo Provided by Courthouse Maintenance Supervisor, Bill Malone

MT43 News 
Staff Reporter

Broadwater County’s farm-
ers and ranchers are the larg-
est economic group in the 
county so when they gather 
at their annual Ag Apprecia-
tion Day Dinner, they make 
a statement. Nearly 400 
people attended the gala at 
Watson’s Event Center south 
of town Saturday night. 

Johnny and the Wing Nuts band played their home-
grown sounds to liven the group. Band members Phil 
Moles, John Larsen, Laura Stevenson and Sam Goode 
enjoyed each other as much as they enjoyed entertaining 
during the evening.

Gayle Watson and her excellent crew, the Future Farm-
ers of America club and Townsend 4-H club members, 
served up a full prime rib dinner while Conservation 
District President Dallas Diehl acted as Master of Cer-
emonies. He pointed out funds raised by group through 
the dinner go to help FFA kids and help finance the Ted 
Flynn Memorial Scholarship fund. 

Broadwater Conservation District Coordinator Denise 
Donnelly introduced keynote speaker Elaine Froese. 
Farm Family Coach Froese, from Boissevain, Manitoba 
Canada, spoke on how good farm and ranch culture 
beats strategy.  Froese and her husband and son run a 
large grain farm near there. She advised farmers and 
ranchers whose families are in transition to contact their 

Farmers and Ranchers Gather at Annual Ag Appreciation Dinner

Ag Appreciation Dinner crowd enjoys talking with their friends 
and neighbors at this annual gathering.

Nancy Marks, Photographer

Local band Johnny and the Wing Nuts entertain the crowd 
at the Watson Center Saturday night. From left: Sam Goode, 

Phil Moles, John Larsen, seated, and Laura Stevenson.
Nancy Marks, Photographer

MSU Extension Office Marcia Goetting about planning 
estate changes. 

Silent and Live Auction items include an all-girl 
branding crew, landscape and work crews provided by 
members of the FFA club. 

The event was hosted by the Conservation District 
and sponsored by local businesses.

Good Neighbor Award Surprises 
Recipient at Ag Day Dinner

MT43 News Staff Reporter

Phil Knaub looked surprised when Conservation District 
President Dallas Diehl called him to the podium at the 
annual Ag Day Dinner Saturday night. After listening 
to a litany of outstanding service to his Forest Service 
job and his community, Knaub walked away with the 
2025 Good Neighbor Award.

A 28-year veteran of the Forest Service, Knaub has 
assisted with many fires in the county, in Montana and 
across the United States. He helped coordinate cleanup 
work after Hurricane Helene and as an Incident Com-
mand team member at the Ashville, North Carolina 
hurricane and flood. He has restored thousands of acres 
of grass and shrublands in the Elkhorns working with 
the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation and other partners 
and helped build a SharePoint website for Forest districts 
to use during emergencies. He also was on the recovery 
team for the Columbia Space Shuttle Disaster. “During 
his 18 and a half years with Townsend Rotary Phil has 
transformed his knowledge into practical, meaningful 
solutions, made evident through his work but probably 
best known around here as logistical coordinator for 
Fall Fest, and for “Phil’s Forest” on Broadway for the 
Christmas Stroll,” Diehl said.

Diehl presented Knaub with a Good Neighbor plaque 
and said “Phil, thank you for your outstanding contribu-
tions to preserving and protecting our national forests 
and your steadfast service to the people of Broadwater 
County, of Montana and the USA.”

Phil Knaub, right, accepts the Good Neighbor Award from 
District Conservation Board President Dallas Diehl.

Nancy Marks, Photographer
Bob Hollister receiving the 50 Years Service Award

Dwight Thompson Photo

50 YEARS SERVICE AWARD, PAGE 4!
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MARCH

Friday 7
11:00 am: Three Forks Community Library - LEGO Club

Monday 10
Three Forks Community Library - Deadline for Montana Na-

ture Photography Display

Tuesday 11
1:00 pm: Three Forks Community Library - Mah Jongg

5:15 pm: Three Forks Community Library - Library Board 

Meeting

Thursday 13
10:30 am: Three Forks Community Library - Storytime

6:00 pm: Three Forks Music Night with Marcedes Carroll at 

Bridger Brewing Three Forks

Friday 14
11:00 am: Three Forks Community Library - LEGO Club

Three Forks Three Forks 
Community CalendarCommunity Calendar

Three Forks Community Library

FALL HOURS:
Monday, Wednesday through Friday - 10:00am to 5:00pm
Tuesdays - 10:00am - 7:00pm
1st Saturday of the Month: 11:00am - 2:00pm

Contact the library for details on clubs and events for a 
variety of ages at (406) 285-3747, or visit the website: 
threeforkslibrary.weebly.com

Broadwater School and Community 
Library

FALL HOURS:
Monday-Thursday -- 4:00 - 7:00pm                                               
Friday-Saturday -- 9:00am - 4:00pm
Sunday -- 12:00 - 5:00pm

Curbside also available please call:  (406)441-3461

Library HoursLibrary Hours

MARCH

Monday 10
LUNCH: High School Academic Olympics

Tuesday 11
Miles Community College in Commons

LUNCH: Middle School Academic Olympics

Wednesday 12
LUNCH: High School Academic Olympics

6:00 pm: Parent Action Council in the High School Library

Thursday 13
State B High School Basketball Tournament at Missoula

LUNCH: Middle School Academic Olympics
12:20 pm: National Honor Society Meeting in the Large Confer-

ence Room

Friday 14
State B High School Basketball Tournament at Missoula

Powerlifting State Meet

Saturday 15
State B High School Basketball Tournament at Missoula

Powerlifting State Meet

Three Forks School CalendarThree Forks School Calendar

MARCH

Friday 7
10:00 am: Free Story Time and a Craft with Mrs. Latasha Wirtz 

at Broadwater Community Library

11:30 am: American Red Cross Blood Drive at American 

Legion Club

12:00 pm: Alcoholics Anonymous at Shepherd of the Valley 

Lutheran Church, 301 N Cherry

1:00 pm: Townsend Pinochle Club at Broadwater County 

Sr. Center, 516 2nd St

Saturday 8
6:00 pm: Fireside Alcoholics Anonymous at 

102 N. Walnut, 406-439-3945

6:30 pm: Magic - The Gathering at Reading Leaves 

Bookstore, 401 Broadway

7:00 pm: The Chosen FREE Movie Night with Popcorn and 

Snacks- 2nd Saturday every Month at Holy Cross Church, 101 S 

Walnut SEE AD ON PAGE 4 FOR DETAILS

Monday 10
Wine Tasting at The Betsy, 217 Broadway SEE AD ON PAGE 4 

FOR DETAILS ON PURCHASING TICKETS

1:00 pm: American Legion Post 42 Membership Meeting at 

American Legion Post 42 Club - 1st Monday

6:00 pm: Celebrate Recovery at Mountain Valley Church, 

107 E St, 406-980-1805

Tuesday 11
5:00 pm: American Legion Post 42 Food and Bingo at American 

Legion Post 42 Club

5:30 pm: Alcoholics Anonymous at Shepherd of the Valley 

Lutheran Church, 301 N Cherry

Wednesday 12
9:00 am: Billings Clinic Transit Bus to Helena-2nd Wednesday 

Every Month at Billings Clinic

1:00 pm: Assistance in applying for and receiving Military

 Benefits at American Legion Post 42 every second Wednesday

1:00 pm: Townsend Pinochle Club at Broadwater County 

Sr. Center, 516 2nd St

Thursday 13
7:00 pm: Al-Anon at Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran 

Church, 301 N Cherry

Friday 14
10:00 am: Free Story Time and a Craft with Mrs. Latasha Wirtz 

at Broadwater Community Library

12:00 pm: Alcoholics Anonymous at Shepherd of the Valley 

Lutheran Church, 301 N Cherry

1:00 pm: Townsend Pinochle Club at Broadwater County 

Sr. Center, 516 2nd St

Saturday 15
6:00 pm: Fireside Alcoholics Anonymous at 

102 N. Walnut, 406-439-3945

6:30 pm: Magic - The Gathering at Reading Leaves

 Bookstore, 401 Broadway

Monday 17
6:00 pm: FREE Faith Night about Imigration at Holy Cross 

Parish, 101 S Walnut SEE AD ON PAGE 4 FOR DETAILS

Townsend Townsend 
Community CalendarCommunity Calendar

MARCH

Friday 7
NO SCHOOL

Saturday 8
High School Basketball Divisional 

Tournament at Billings
9:00 am: Middle School Wrestling 

@ Dillon Tourney

Sunday 9
NOON: J. Hoppe Birthday Party - Elementary Commons Area

Monday 10
1st Day of High School Spring Sports Practice
6:30 pm: Old Baldy - Welding and Woodshop 

in the BHS Workshop

Tuesday 11
8:55 am: Pre-K PE - 63 Gym

4:00 pm: Middle School Wrestling - Townsend Mixer
6:00 pm: School Board Meeting - Community Room

Wednesday 12
8:55 am: Pre-K PE - 63 Gym

7:00 pm: Old Baldy Open Gym - 63 Gym
7:00 pm: Old Baldy Pickleball - Stage Gym

Thursday 13
State B High School Basketball Tournament at Missoula
5:30 pm: Broadwater Education Foundation Trivia Night 

@ 4H Building/Fairgrounds

Friday 14
NO SCHOOL - Teacher PIR

State B High School Basketball Tournament at Missoula

Saturday 15
State B High School Basketball Tournament at Missoula

Middle School Wrestling at Conrad

Sun 16 - Sun 23
Close UP

Sunday 16
NOON: County Contest Day - High School Lobby 

and Home Ec Room

Townsend School CalendarTownsend School Calendar

$1000 SCHOLARSHIP FORMS 
AVAILABLE!

MONTANA ASSOCIATION OF CLERKS & RECORDERS

The Montana As-
sociation of Clerks 
and Recorders is 
again sponsoring 

two scholarships in the amount of $1000.00 for graduat-
ing seniors planning to attend an IN-STATE SCHOOL. 
The last day of application acceptance is March 14, 
2025, at 5:00 PM.

Application forms are available at the Clerk and 
Recorder’s office at the courthouse in Townsend, the 
Guidance Counselors at Three Forks High School, or 
Townsend High School.

Completed application forms must be returned to the 
Clerk and Recorder’s office located at the Broadwater 
County courthouse by Friday, March 14, 2025. Ap-
plications will be judged based on scholarship, need, 
school and civic involvement.

The two winners and alternates will be notified 
after May 1, 2025, and the scholarship will be given 
directly to the school of the student’s choice after the 
school has accepted the student.
/s/ ANGIE PAULSEN 
BROADWATER COUNTY CLERK & RECORDER
515 Broadway, Townsend, MT 59644
apaulsen@broadwatercountymt.gov

Published February 7, 14, 21, 28, and March 7, 2025
MNAXLP

TURN TO PAGE 5 FOR LEGAL 
NOTICES AND OPEN POSITIONS!

ClassifiedsClassifieds

Broadwater Rural Fire Board Meeting

3rd Wednesday each month.
Next meeting: March 19th, 7:00PM
At the Townsend Fire Station - 130 So Cedar St
See Board Meeting Agenda at: http://www.facebook.
com/BroadwaterCountyVolunteerFireDepartment

HEREFORD BULLS for sale  
406-439-4311

Videos available at www.ehlkeherefords.com

Mill Levy Meetings 
Scheduled

Nick Rauser
Sheriff

The next meetin date is 
scheduled for the Mill 
Levy:
March 12h 6 pm: Headwaters Livestock

THE MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR 
VEHICLES IS RECEIVING A NEW MOTOR 
VEHICLE REGISTRATION SYSTEM AND HAS 
DIRECTED ALL COUNTIES TO NOT PROCESS 
ANY MOTOR VEHICLE TRANSACTIONS 
MARCH 13 & 14, ALL COUNTY OFFICES 
MUST CLOSE OUT OF THE CURRENT MO-
TOR VEHICLE SYSTEM BY CLOSE OF DAY 
MARCH 12. THIS INCLUDES REGISTRATION 
RENEWALS, PROCESSING NEW TITLE AND 
REGISTRATION TRANSACTIONS AS WELL AS 
REPRINTING RECEIPTS. NO PERSONALIZED 
PLATE CAN BE ORDERED FROM MARCH 
8th - MARCH 16th. BUSINESS WILL RESUME 
ON MONDAY MARCH 17th AT 8:00 AM.

THE TREASURER’S OFFICE WILL BE 
CLOSED FOR MOTOR VEHICLE TRANSAC-
TIONS, THURSDAY MARCH 13 AND FRIDAY 
MARCH 14. THE OFFICE WILL ALSO CLOSE 
EARLY, AT 1PM ON WEDNESDAY MARCH 12.

STOP
WHEN REQUESTING MOTOR VEHICLE 
TRANSACTIONS PLEASE BRING YOUR PLATE 
NUMBER, VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 
OR RENEWAL CARD WITH YOU AS THESE 
ITEMS WILL BE REQUIRED FOR THE NEW 
SYSTEM.

MARCH

Monday 10
2:00 pm: Commission Working Meeting

Tuesday 11
11:30 am: Trust Board Meeting

1:00 pm: Planning Board Meeting

3:00 pm: Commission Working Meeting

6:00 pm: Solid Waste Board Meeting

Wednesday 12
10:00 am: Commission Meeting

2:00 pm: Mental Health Local Advisory Council

Thursday 13
5:00 pm: County Parks and Rec Board Meeting

Broadwater County Broadwater County 
Government CalendarGovernment Calendar
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St. Patty’s Day is but a Week Away!  

You don’t have to Travel to the Emerald Isle. 

Celebrate Locally!

“Where You’re a Neighbor Not a Number!”

Serving the community for 50 Years!

109 S Lane Ave, East Helena
(406) 227-5304

109 S Lane Ave, East Helena
(406) 227-5304

Have a Lucky St Patty’s Day!Have a Lucky St Patty’s Day!

8846 US Highway 287, Toston | (406) 266-5302

Bunkhouse Bar
Stop by for Corned Beef and Cabbage with all
the Trimmings, Starting at 1PM Monday 3/17!
Stop by for Corned Beef and Cabbage with all
the Trimmings, Starting at 1PM Monday 3/17!

Big Sky Angels- Laura Stevenson
Montana Crafted: Crochet Items- sensory toys, 
animals, bags, decor and more, Handpainted- 

Ornamentls and Re-purposed Art 

Touch of Twyla’s Greeting Cards
Handcrafted Cards, Incense and Incense 

Burners, Beanies and Diamond Painting Kits.

Come in and Shop with 
our Local vendors!

Highway 12 Market Place
Handmade & Collectables

Monday- Saturday 10:00am - 4:00pm
200 Broadway St, Townsend, MT 

(406) 465-3588

MENTION THIS 
AD AT HIGHWAY 12,

GET 10% OFF!!

Scheduled Closing Date: 
April 14, 2025 (weather dependent)

Scheduled Opening Date: 
June 27, 2025

The project will result in a safe, serviceable 
airport, for both public and emergency 

services use.

Federal and State grants are funded 
through aviation fuel tax, aviation user fees, 

and similar aviation related charges.

Broadwater County Airport (8U8) 
Improvement Project

Overall Project Scope Project Funding

Contractor:
Bullock Contracting, LLC
Boulder, MT

9.7% State Funding 
($452k)

0% Local Match!! 
($0)

90.3% Federal Funding 
($4.2M)

Construction of Apron 
Expansion and Hangar Access 
Taxilane to facilitate growth.

Reconstruction of Runway 17-
35, Taxiways, Taxilanes, and 

Apron (All existing pavements).

New PAPIs and 
Wind cones

New LED Runway Lighting 
and Signs

Total Project Cost:
$4.64 million

Project Funding:
Federal: FAA Airport Improvement Program (AIP) 
and Building Infrastructure Law (BIL) Grants
State: Montana Department of Transportation - 
Aeronautics Division Airport Development Grant
Local Match:  Broadwater County - $0 local share!

Engineer:
Robert Peccia & Associates,
Helena, MT

Pursuant to the passing of our cherished
and dedicated staff member, Cherylene
Sherrill, who will be missed, the Family
Medical Clinic will have ABBREVIATED

CLINIC HOURS as follows:

NOTICE
Abbreviated Office Hours

Monday & Friday 10AM - 1PM
Wednesday by Appointment Only

We appreciate our patients’ understanding
while we try to navigate this great loss.

~FAMILY MEDICAL CLINIC
(406) 266-5204

220 Broadway
Townsend, MT

Featuring a new Charcuterie Board. YUM!Featuring a new Charcuterie Board. YUM!
Wine Tasting: March 10thWine Tasting: March 10th

ALSO, $5 OFF
if you reserve your 
spot on the website:
BetsySportZone.com

ALSO, $5 OFF
if you reserve your 
spot on the website:

BetsySportZone.com
 At The Betsy, 217 Broadway
Space limited to the first 60 people. 
 At The Betsy, 217 Broadway
Space limited to the first 60 people. 

CASE LOT SALE!
March 5 - March 18, 2025!

CASE LOT SALE!
March 5 - March 18, 2025!

406-266-5248 | bobsmt.com406-266-5248 | bobsmt.com

Food Club Canned Veggies: $0.99!
Food Club Canned Tomatoes, Beans

& Tuna: $0.89!

Food Club Canned Veggies: $0.99!
Food Club Canned Tomatoes, Beans

& Tuna: $0.89!

Come in to
check it out
and SAVE!

Come in to
check it out
and SAVE!

LOTS MORE ON SALE!LOTS MORE ON SALE!

Legislative Update
Jane Gillette
Representative - Montana State 
Legislature

As we are nearly halfway through 
the legislative session, there are sev-
eral important bills that Broadwater 
County residents need to be aware of - particularly those 
concerning property taxes and water management.

Three major property tax bills are currently under 
consideration. HB 231 provides modest property tax 
relief while slightly increasing taxes on homes located 
on agricultural land, as well as on the agricultural land 
itself. HB 155 offers a higher level of property tax relief 
for lower value homes but also raises property taxes 
on agricultural land and business property to a greater 
extent than HB 231. Another bill, SB 90, which origi-
nated in the Senate, redirects tourism dollars towards 
property tax relief for communities. With that said, 
it also reduces the funding available to the state for 
tourism promotion and programs aimed at attracting 
more visitors to Montana. The reality is – there is no 
perfect bill.

Another legislative item impacting Broadwater 
County is SB 358, the exempt well bill. This bill is 
the result of months of work by a water stakeholder 
group which included a diverse set of partners, such as 
producers, developers, county and city governments, 
and conservation groups. SB 358 establishes geographic 
regions across the state based on scientifically and legally 
available water, along with different rules for DNRC 
regarding monitoring those areas and exempt wells.  

Green areas allow up to 24 exempt wells per develop-
ment (under 160 acres), with water usage capped at 0.5 
acre-feet per acre and a maximum of 1 acre-foot per lot.  

Legislative Update, 6
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Karsyn Sangray
Broadwater High School Student 
Intern

In preparation for the District Basketball 
tournament, the Student Council put 
on a dress-up week. With themes like Soccer Moms 
vs BBQ Dads, Rhyme Without Reason, Dress as Your 
Type, and finally Blue and White day, the students were 
excited to dress up. On Thursday, the club encouraged 
participation. Two individuals who were wearing the 
most blue and white each won a T-shirt. The winners 
were Cheyenne Douglas and Tristan Owensby. After 
a week of dressing up, the students went to Manhat-
tan Christian to cheer on their basketball teams. Our 
basketball teams, both girls and boys, played hard all 
weekend. 

The girls had their first game Wednesday night and 
beat the Whitehall Trojans. After this victory, they played 
against the Jefferson Panthers on Friday. This game was 
a tough battle and they came up just short. The next 
game they played against the Three Forks Wolves on 
Saturday. This game unfortunately ended their season. 

Throughout their regular games, they were led by 
the seniors Abby Wickens and Cassidy Flynn. They 
both were phenomenal in leading the rest of the team 
and helping them improve their shots. Abby ended her 
season by saying, “District was a good time to spend 
with my team. Even when we weren’t playing, we 
were cheering on the boys. The games were tough, but 
very upbeat with the amount of people who traveled to 
support them. Even though it didn’t end how we had 
hoped, I wouldn’t have wanted to do it with any other 
group of girls.”

The boys also had a busy weekend. They played 
against the Lone Peak Bighorns on Thursday. They 
played again on Saturday against the Jefferson Panthers. 
This wrapped up their season. It also ended the season 
for four seniors - Deegan Mattson, Sawyer Horne, 
Grady Erickson, and Ryedan Reed.

Ryedan, known as THE player, devotes every second 
he can to improving his shot and being the best player 
he can be. He's been shooting hoops as long as he can 
remember, and it shows. He has been one of the key 
components to this team. One of his favorite memories 
throughout this year was the bus rides and the conver-
sations he had with his teammates on them. He said, 
“My word of advice for next year's team, specifically 
seniors, is to enjoy it because it goes by quickly. You 
put the work in, in the off-season, to perform during 
the season. So ultimately, you must work hard all the 
time to reach your goal. I appreciated one last season 
with my teammates and the family bonds we created 
along the way.”

What a way to end the season, we couldn’t be prouder 
of how hard they all fought throughout this year and 
look forward to what the teams are capable of next year.

District Basketball Ends 
Season at Manhattan 

Christian School

Outgoing Seniors Abby Wickens and Ryedan Reed.
Photo Credit: Karsyn Sangray, BHS Reporter

The Birds Nest   &The Birds Nest   &

125 S Pine St, Townsend MT
(406)266-1335

 Unique Gifts,
Antiques & Treasures

 Unique Gifts,
Antiques & Treasures

Rock Shop
Swazi’s

 

Where Good Enough Just Isn't Good Enough!

7685 US Hwy 287, Townsend MT
406-266-3110

topgunautobodytownsend.com
topgunt3110@gmail.com

District 
Basketball 

End of Season 
Shots

Townsend Senior Sawyer Horne hits a 3-point 
shot against the Jefferson High Panthers

Kelly Morris Photography

Townsend Senior Ryedan Reed drives to the 
lane against the Lone Peak Bighorns

Kelly Morris Photography

Townsend Senior Cassidy Flynn hits a 3-point shot 
against the Lady Wolves of Three Forks

Kelly Morris Photography

Townsend Senior Abby Wickens hits a 3-point 
shot against the Whitehall Lady Trojans

Kelly Morris Photography

Bulldog Senior Grady Erickson goes up for a jump 
shot against the Panthers during last Thursday's 

game at the District 5B tournament
Kelly Morris Photography

Local Pilot Bob Hollister 
Honored by the Department 

of Transportation
Dwight Thompson

The Montana Aviation Convention was held in Missoula 
last weekend.   

Local pilot Bob Hollister was honored by the Depart-
ment of Transportation, Federal Aviation Administration.  
He was awarded with the Wright Brothers' Master 
Pilot Award for Fifty Years of Dedicated Service in 
Aviation Safety.   

Bob was one of five Montana recipients of the FAA 
Wright Brothers Award.  Bob accepted the award before 
a crowd of over 500 attendees during the Awards Lun-
cheon. Bob started flying in a Cessna 150 in November 
of 1974 and obtained his private pilot license in June 
1975. He purchased his current plane, a Cessna 182 
in 1963.  

Bob thanked his family for all of their support. 
He is ever mindful of his very capable, map reading, 
supportive right hand seater Marilyn.   

He and his family have flown all around Montana and 
the US.  As of September 2024, Bob has accumulated 
3223 hours of pilot in command flying.  

He says that at times it seems just like yesterday 
that he started flying, Time flies when you're having 
Fun. Bob states, "I still enjoy climbing into 3584Y for 
a long or short hop and the freedom of flight".   

Bob is currently serving as the vice chairman of the 
Broadwater County Airport Board.

Fifty Years of Dedicated Service Award
Photo Provided by Dwight Thompson

Legion 106th Birthday
Larry Westfall

Chartered by Congress in 1919, the American Legion 
is celebrating its 106th birthday in serving veterans, 
service members and communities. 

The veterans’ organization known as the American 
Legion was created after World War I to provide sup-
port for returning soldiers. Since then, the Legion has 
established itself as the largest veterans’ organization 
in the world by serving America’s current and former 
military personnel and their families. Over the last 
hundred years, the Legion has been a force driven 
to spur social change, as well as advocating medical 
benefits for disabled veterans and opportunities to attain 
higher education.

The American Legion is comprised of 13,000 posts 
worldwide. There are 118 in Montana. Legion posts are 
known for supporting communities and local veterans. 
Posts host social events to encourage camaraderie, 
serve the less fortunate on holidays and raise funds 
for local causes. 

Today’s American Legion is made up of four entities: 
American Legion military veterans, the Legion Aux-
iliary, Sons of the Legion and the Legion Riders. The 
Legion Hall is located at 211 Broadway in Townsend. 
Regular meetings are the first Monday of the month at 
6:30 PM. Look us up at www.legionfamilypost42.org

Broadwater Post 42 in Townsend has provided 
an honor guard at veteran funerals, scholarships for 
Broadwater students, and support for community events 
like Fall Fest and the monthly community dinners and 
bingo as well as a facility for veterans and the public 
to go gather in a comfortable atmosphere.

The 2025 American Legion Birthday party is March 
15th at the Legion Hall with a no charge (donation 
accepted) dinner. Ham scalloped potatoes, corn and 
birthday cake will be served at 5:00 PM. A dance will 
follow at 6:00 pm with live music by Jimmy Willet.
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE

To be sold for cash at a Trustee’s Sale on May 16, 2025, at 
11:00 AM on the South Entrance Steps of the Broadwater 
County Courthouse located at 515 Broadway Street, Townsend, 
MT 59644, the following described real property situated in 
Broadwater County, State of Montana:

Lot 22 of Price Hills Major Subdivision, also known as The 
Village at Elk Ridge Major Subdivision, Broadwater County, 
Montana.

More commonly known as 65 Rolling Prairie, Three Forks, 
MT 59752.

Alisa Sea Kopp and Darren Edward Kopp, as Grantors, 
conveyed said real property to First American Title, as Trustee, 
to secure an obligation owed to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as designated nominee for [Lender], Beneficiary 
of the security instrument, its successors and assigns, by Deed 
of Trust on April 28, 2022, and filed for record in the records 
of the County Clerk and Recorder in Broadwater County, State 
of Montana, on April 28, 2022 as Instrument No. 193428, in 
Book 240, at Page 282, of Official Records.
The Deed of Trust was assigned for value as follows:
Assignee: Servis One, Inc. DBA BSI Financial Services
Assignment Dated: January 11, 2024
Assignment Recorded: January 16, 2024
Assignment Recording Information: as Instrument No. 198054, 
in Book 257, at Page 946

All in the records of the County Clerk and Recorder for 
Broadwater County, Montana.

Jason J. Henderson is the Successor Trustee pursuant to a 
Substitution of Trustee recorded in the office of the Clerk and 
Recorder of Broadwater County, State of Montana, on December 
3, 2024, as Instrument No. 200407, in Book 266, at Page 461, 
of Official Records.

The Beneficiary has declared a default in the terms of said 
Deed of Trust due to the Grantor(s) failure to make monthly 
payments beginning November 1, 2023, and each month sub-
sequent, which monthly installments would have been applied 
on the principal and interest due on said obligation and other 
charges against the property or loan. By reason of said default, 
the Beneficiary has declared all sums owing on the obligation 
secured by said Trust Deed immediately due and payable. The 
total amount due on this obligation is the principal sum of 
$557,225.46, interest in the sum of $34,635.07, escrow advances 
of $8,117.23, and other amounts due and payable in the amount 
of $3,636.39 for a total amount owing of $603,614.15, plus 
accruing interest, late charges, and other fees and costs that 
may be incurred or advanced.

The Beneficiary anticipates, and may disburse, such amounts 
as may be required to preserve and protect the property and 
for real property taxes that may become due or delinquent, 
unless such amounts of taxes are paid by the Grantor. If such 
amounts are paid by the Beneficiary, the amounts or taxes will 
be added to the obligations secured by the Deed of Trust. Other 
expenses to be charged against the proceeds of this sale include 
the Trustee’s fees and attorney’s fees, costs and expenses of the 
sale, and late charges, if any.

The Beneficiary has elected, and has directed, the Trustee 
to sell the above-described property to satisfy the obligation.

The sale is a public sale and any person, including the 
Beneficiary, excepting only the Trustee, may bid at the sale. 
The bid price must be paid immediately upon the close of bid-
ding in cash or cash equivalents (valid money orders, certified 
checks or cashier’s checks). The conveyance will be made by 
Trustee’s Deed, without any representation or warranty, includ-
ing warranty of title, express or implied, as the sale is made 
strictly on an as-is, where-is basis, without limitation, the sale 
is being made subject to all existing conditions, if any, of lead 
paint, mold or other environmental or health hazards. The sale 
purchaser shall be entitled to possession of the property on the 
10th day following the sale.

The Grantor, successor in interest to the Grantor, or any other 
person having an interest in the property, has the right, at any 
time prior to the Trustee’s Sale, to pay to the Beneficiary, or the 
successor in interest to the Beneficiary, the entire amount then 
due under the Deed of Trust and the obligation secured thereby 
(including costs and expenses actually incurred and attorney’s 
fees) other than such portion of the principal as would not then 
be due had no default occurred and by curing any other default 
complained of herein that is capable of being cured by tender-
ing the performance required under the obligation or to cure 
the default, by paying all costs and expenses actually incurred 
in enforcing the obligation and Deed of Trust with Successor 
Trustee’s and attorney’s fees. In the event that all defaults are 
cured, the foreclosure will be dismissed and the foreclosure 
sale will be canceled.

The scheduled Trustee’s Sale may be postponed by public 
proclamation for up to 15 days for any reason. In the event of a 
bankruptcy filing, the sale may be postponed by the Trustee for 
up to 120 days by public proclamation at least every 30 days.

If the Trustee is unable to convey title for any reason, the 
successful bidder’s sole and exclusive remedy shall be the return 
of monies paid to the Successor Trustee and the successful 
bidder shall have no further recourse.

This is an attempt to collect a debt and any information 
obtained will be used for that purpose.
Dated this 8th day of January, 2025.
Jason J. Henderson, Substitute Trustee

Published February 21, 28 and March 7, 2025
MNAXLP

OPEN POSITIONS
Rodeo Board Liaison

The Broadwater County Fair Board is looking to fill an open 
position for their Rodeo Board Liaison member, term expiring 
12/31/25. 

This board member is expected to attend both the monthly 
meetings of the Broadwater County Fair Board and the Broadwater 
Rodeo Club in order to keep an open line of communication 
between the two entities. 

Letters of interest can be emailed to fair@broadwater-
countymt.gov.

Published February 21, 28, March 7 and 14, 2025
MNAXLP

Legal NoticesLegal Notices
Legal notices are required to print in local newspapers and may hold private or public interest.
Here you may read about Probate Notices, Estate Settlements and other Judicial Actions as well as important Broadwater County notices.
Legal notices are required to print in local newspapers and may hold private or public interest.
Here you may read about Probate Notices, Estate Settlements and other Judicial Actions as well as important Broadwater County notices.

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE

To be sold for cash at a Trustee’s Sale on June 27, 2025, at 
11:00 AM on the South Entrance Steps of the Broadwater 
County Courthouse located at 515 Broadway Street, Townsend, 
MT 59644, the following described real property situated in 
Broadwater County, State of Montana:

Lot 11 of Kolczak Subdivision, Phase 2, recorded in Book 
1 of Plats, Page 972, Broadwater County, Montana.

More commonly known as 201 Kolczak Ln, Townsend, 
MT 59644-3229.

Tylor Castona, as Grantor, conveyed said real property to 
Rocky Mountain Title Guaranty, LLC, as Trustee, to secure an 
obligation owed to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as designated nominee for Primelending, a Plainscapital 
Company, Beneficiary of the security instrument, its successors 
and assigns, by Deed of Trust on September 3, 2021, and filed 
for record in the records of the County Clerk and Recorder in 
Broadwater County, State of Montana, on September 3, 2021 as 
Instrument No. 191124, in Book 229, at Page 1052, of Official 
Records. The Deed of Trust was re-recorded in the records of 
the County Clerk and Recorder in Broadwater County, State 
of Montana, on December 9, 2021 as Instrument No. 192111 
of Official Records.
The Deed of Trust was assigned for value as follows:
Assignee: Montana Board of Housing
Assignment Dated: November 25, 2024
Assignment Recorded: January 15, 2025
Assignment Recording Information: as Instrument No. 200739, 
in Book 267, at Page 690, 

All in the records of the County Clerk and Recorder for 
Broadwater County, Montana.

Jason J. Henderson is the Successor Trustee pursuant to a 
Substitution of Trustee recorded in the office of the Clerk and 
Recorder of Broadwater County, State of Montana, on January 
28, 2025 as Instrument No. 200811, in Book 268, at Page 1, 
of Official Records.

The Beneficiary has declared a default in the terms of said 
Deed of Trust due to the Grantor(s) failure to make monthly 
payments beginning January 1, 2024, and each month subse-
quent, which monthly installments would have been applied 
on the principal and interest due on said obligation and other 
charges against the property or loan. By reason of said default, 
the Beneficiary has declared all sums owing on the obligation 
secured by said Trust Deed immediately due and payable.  
The total amount due on this obligation is the principal sum of 
$296,468.37, interest in the sum of $8,975.27, escrow advances 
of $8,591.23, and other amounts due and payable in the amount 
of $2,043.93 for a total amount owing of $316,078.80, plus 
accruing interest, late charges, and other fees and costs that 
may be incurred or advanced.

The Beneficiary anticipates, and may disburse, such amounts 
as may be required to preserve and protect the property and 
for real property taxes that may become due or delinquent, 
unless such amounts of taxes are paid by the Grantor. If such 
amounts are paid by the Beneficiary, the amounts or taxes will 
be added to the obligations secured by the Deed of Trust. Other 
expenses to be charged against the proceeds of this sale include 
the Trustee’s fees and attorney’s fees, costs and expenses of the 
sale, and late charges, if any.

The Beneficiary has elected, and has directed, the Trustee 
to sell the above described property to satisfy the obligation.

The sale is a public sale and any person, including the 
Beneficiary, excepting only the Trustee, may bid at the sale. 
The bid price must be paid immediately upon the close of bid-
ding in cash or cash equivalents (valid money orders, certified 
checks or cashier’s checks). The conveyance will be made by 
Trustee’s Deed, without any representation or warranty, includ-
ing warranty of title, express or implied, as the sale is made 
strictly on an as-is, where-is basis, without limitation, the sale 
is being made subject to all existing conditions, if any, of lead 
paint, mold or other environmental or health hazards. The sale 
purchaser shall be entitled to possession of the property on the 
10th day following the sale.

The Grantor, successor in interest to the Grantor, or any other 
person having an interest in the property, has the right, at any 
time prior to the Trustee’s Sale, to pay to the Beneficiary, or the 
successor in interest to the Beneficiary, the entire amount then 
due under the Deed of Trust and the obligation secured thereby 
(including costs and expenses actually incurred and attorney’s 
fees) other than such portion of the principal as would not then 
be due had no default occurred and by curing any other default 
complained of herein that is capable of being cured by tender-
ing the performance required under the obligation or to cure 
the default, by paying all costs and expenses actually incurred 
in enforcing the obligation and Deed of Trust with Successor 
Trustee’s and attorney’s fees. In the event that all defaults are 
cured, the foreclosure will be dismissed and the foreclosure 
sale will be canceled.

The scheduled Trustee’s Sale may be postponed by public 
proclamation for up to 15 days for any reason. In the event of a 
bankruptcy filing, the sale may be postponed by the Trustee for 
up to 120 days by public proclamation at least every 30 days. 

If the Trustee is unable to convey title for any reason, the 
successful bidder’s sole and exclusive remedy shall be the return 
of monies paid to the Successor Trustee and the successful 
bidder shall have no further recourse.

This is an attempt to collect a debt and any information 
obtained will be used for that purpose.
Dated this 7th day of February, 2025.
Jason J. Henderson, Substitute Trustee

38 2nd Avenue East, Dickinson, ND 58601, Telephone: 
801-355-2886, Office Hours: Mon.-Fri., 8AM-5PM (MST)

File No. MT2256
Published February 28, March 7 and 14, 2025

MNAXLP LEGAL ADS CONTINUE ON NEXT PAGE

Montana First Judicial District Court, 
Broadwater County

In the matter of the Name Change of Micheal Forest Farmer: 
Micheal Forest Farmer, Petitioner       
Case No.: DDV-2025-12

Notice of Hearing on Name Change

This is notice that the Petitioner has asked the district Court for 
a change of name from (your name now) Micheal Forest Farmer

To (name you want) Michael A Graham
The hearing will be on (date) 04/04/2025 at (time) 10:30 AM
The hearing will be at the Courthouse in (county) Broad-

water County.
Filed Date 2/14/25  
Audrey Plymale, Clerk of District Court  
By Desiree’ Taves, Deputy Clerk of Court

Published February 21, 28, March 7 and 14, 2025
MNAXLP

MONTANA FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT  
BROADWATER COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
RANDY LEE BROWN, Deceased.
Probate No. DDP-25-01

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Nathan A. Brown has been appointed Personal Representative 
of this estate.  Claims against the decedent must be presented 
within four months after the first publication of this notice or 
be forever barred.  Claims must be either mailed to the Personal 
Representative via his Attorney, Peter T. Simon (303 Broadway 
St, Townsend, MT 59644) return receipt requested, or filed with 
the Clerk of the above-titled Court.
Dated February 21, 2025.
/s/ Peter T. Simon
GALLATIN ELDER LAW & ESTATE PLANNING PLLC
Attorney for Personal Representative

Published February 21, 28, March 7, 2025
MNAXLP

MONTANA FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
BROADWATER COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
WAYNE EDWARD HERRINGTON, Deceased.
Probate No. DDP-25-02

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Lillian I. Arden has been appointed Personal Representative 
of this estate.  Claims against the decedent must be presented 
within four months after the first publication of this notice or 
be forever barred.  Claims must be either mailed to the Personal 
Representative via her Attorney, Peter T. Simon (303 Broadway 
St, Townsend, MT 59644) return receipt requested, or filed with 
the Clerk of the above-titled Court.
Dated February 21, 2025.
/s/ Peter T. Simon
GALLATIN ELDER LAW & ESTATE PLANNING PLLC
Attorney for Personal Representative

Published February 21, 28 and March 7, 2025
MNAXLP

TOSTON IRRIGATION DISTRICT NOTICE OF 
ANNUAL MEETING

The 2025 Annual Meeting and Election of Commissioner and 
Alternate Commissioner for Division 2 (All lands West of 
Highway 287 and North of Lone Mountain Road) will be held 
at the Toston Irrigation District Office, 8711 US Highway 287 
Thursday March 13, 2025 at 7:00 PM.

Published February 28 and March 7, 2025
MNAXLP

NOTICE FOR LETTERS OF INTEREST

The City of Townsend is accepting letters of interest for an open 
council position in Ward I, which includes the territory north 
of Broadway and east of Cedar Street.

This position is an appointment and will serve from the time 
of appointment until the election in November 2025, at which 
time, the appointed person may run for election of the position.

If you reside in Ward I, please submit a letter of interest to 
City Hall 110 Broadway Townsend, MT by 1:00 p.m. on March 
14,  2025, by 1:00 p.m.

For further information, please contact Kari Williams at 
(406)266-3911.

Published February 28 and March 7, 2025
MNAXLP
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REQUEST FOR PUBLIC INPUT FOR THE UPDATE 
TO THE TOWNSEND GROWTH POLICY

The City of Townsend Planning Board has prepared a draft 
update to the Townsend Growth Policy and we invite you to 
help shape the City’s future by providing comments on the 
future growth and needs of the City of Townsend. Your opinions 
are important to this process to identify needs for the City. An 
electronic copy of the draft Growth Policy can be found on the 
Townsend website at https://townsendmontana.net/ and a hard 
copy can be viewed at Townsend City Hall. The Townsend 
Planning Board will be holding a public hearing on March 
13, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. at Townsend City Hall, 110 Broadway 
in Townsend, to gather public input on the future needs of the 
City of Townsend.

Requests for information and questions on the draft Growth 
Policy may be directed to the Townsend Contract Planner 
Jeremy Fadness, WWC Engineering, 1275 Maple Street Suite 
F, Helena, MT 59601, (406)-443-3962. Written comments may 
be directed to the City Clerk, Kari Willams, 110 Broadway, 
Townsend, MT 59644. 

ADA Notice: The City of Townsend is committed to providing 
access to persons with disabilities for its meetings in compliance 
with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act and the 
Montana Human Rights Act. The City will not exclude persons 
with disabilities from participation at its meetings or otherwise 
deny them the City’s services, programs, or activities. Persons 
with disabilities requiring accommodations to participate in the 
City’s meetings, services, programs or activities should contact 
the City Clerk as soon as possible to allow sufficient time to ar-
range for the requested accommodation, at any of the following: 
(406) 227-5321
TTY Relay Service 1-800-253-4091 or 711
kari@townsendmontana.net
110 Broadway, Townsend, MT 59644

Published February 28 and March 7, 2025
MNAXLP
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CourtCourt
BeatBeat

CourtCourt
BeatBeat

February 28
Dee Gannon
MT43 News Correspondent

The criminal docket in Judge Christopher 
Abbot’s courtroom on Friday, February 
28 is as follows:

Michael Taylor appeared for a Change of Plea; 
pleading Guilty to an amended charge of reckless 
driving. In his elocution, he related that while driving 
in Broadwater County, he caused blatant disregard to 
others by speeding. He is sentenced to a $500 fine, with 
credit time served for two days (at $82.50/day). He 
must not possess drugs or alcohol, must attend Prime 
for Life, must complete a chemical dependency evalu-
ation within 30 days, pay fees and surcharges, and pay 
$250 to the Office of Public Defenders 

Michael Broadbrooks had a Change of Plea; plead-
ing Guilty to partner/family member assault. In his 
elocution, he stated that during an argument he caused 
reasonable apprehension of injury to the victim; and 
to a charge of criminal mischief, he caused damage to 
property of $694.53. He must pay a fine of $100, attend 
batterers education, pay $10% administration fee, have 
no contact with the victim. He receives a two-year 
deferred Sentence, with one day credit time served. 

Christopher Killmeyer had an Initial Appearance and 
Arraignment; pleading Not Guilty to a charge of DUI 
(5th). Omnibus is due by April 18; Pre-Trial is set for 
October 17, with the Jury Trial scheduled November 17.

Jack White had his Bond Modification continued 
until March 28.

Broadwater County Clerk & Recorder

Angie Paulsen
Broadwater County Clerk & 
Recorder, Elections Adminis-
trator, County Surveyor

After the 2024 Federal General 
Election, Broadwater County 
Clerk and Recorder’s Office simultaneously began 
preparing for the May 6, 2025, election which will 
include a vote for Townsend School District No. 1 
School Board Trustee and Broadwater County Sheriff’s 
Office Public Safety Mill Levy. 

With an increase of 1,128 voters from the previous 
Presidential Election, Broadwater County’s Election 
Office maintains over 6,000 registered voters. Clerk 
& Recorder and Election Administrator Angie Paulsen 
stated, “Thank you, Broadwater County, for your un-
wavering diligence in caring about the elections process, 
updating your voter registrations, and staying in contact 
with my office to make sure the democratic process is 
actualized through a high rate of voter participation. 
My goal is to be transparent in conducting elections 
while maintaining efficiency and accuracy. I am proud 
to say Broadwater County was one of the first counties 
in the state to upload 2024 Presidential Election results 
due to my amazing staff, election judges and an overall 
resounding positivity from Broadwater County voters.”

In addition to Clerk & Recorder, Election Admin-
istrator and County Surveyor duties, Paulsen serves 
on the Montana Clerk and Recorder Association’s 
(“MACR”) Executive Board, comprised of all 56 
counties, and serves on the MACR Board of Directors, 
MACR Legislative Committee and is MACR’s Public 
Relations and Elections Outreach Chair. 

MONTANA ELECTION LEGISLATION
Paulsen closely tracks legislation that could affect 
her office, particularly the hundreds of election bills 
proposed this session. On Saturday, March 1, 2025, 
Paulsen testified during a Senate Committee meeting 
regarding Senate Bill 490 (SB490), which would shift 
the late voter registration time during federal elections 
from 8 am-noon Monday, the day before the election, 
to 8 am-5 pm on Saturday. This legislation would still 
leave voters the option to register on election day from 
8 a.m. to noon. 

By shifting the voter registration times, the goal is 
to eliminate long wait times on election day and ad-
ditionally help with the chaos that ensues the Monday 
before elections for Election Administrators, election 
judges and voters, as Monday’s deadlines cannot be 
done before Monday. The Monday before election day 
is the day Paulsen’s office prints lengthy voter registers 
for each polling place, preps election machines, dis-
burses supplies to polling locations, coordinates with 
over 50 county elected officials, department heads, and 
election judges. 

In her Senate Committee testimony, she noted only 
getting 3-4 hours of sleep the night before a federal 
election, due to the workload on Monday, and then 
she works a 24-hour shift election day. Thus, Paulsen 
believes SB490 will help mitigate election day lines, 
aid in proficiency for her staff and election judges, 
diminish provisional ballot issues, and hopefully gain 
more hours of sleep before the biggest election day of 
the year. 

Another key piece of legislation that would affect 
voters is House Bill 719 (HB719), which will add the 
voter’s date of birth to an absentee elector’s signature 
affirmation envelope; an added measure to enhance 
voter verification procedures for absentee ballots.

Angie Paulsen, Broadwater County Clerk and Recorder, testifying 
during the Montana State Senate Administration Committee 

meeting Saturday, March 1, 2025, at the State Capitol
Photo Provided by Angie Paulsen

Broadwater County 
Commissioners Agenda

Daylene Hansen
Administrative Assistant

BROADWATER COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS
515 Broadway, Townsend

Meetings are held at the Flynn 
Building on 416 Broadway St.

Current and previously recorded meetings, official 
agenda, and minutes may be viewed on the website at 
https://www.broadwatercountymt.gov. 

Per Montana Code Annotated (MCA) 2-3-202, the 
agenda must include an item allowing public comment 
on any public matter that is not on the agenda of the 
meeting and that is within the jurisdiction of the agency 
conducting the meeting.

Public comments will be taken either in writing 
before the meeting or in person at the beginning of the 
meeting. Mail and items for discussion and/or signature 
may occur as time allows during the meeting. Issues 
and times are subject to change. Working meetings 
will be posted on the agenda and will not be recorded. 

OFFICIAL agendas are posted at least 48 hours in 
advance of the meeting in the Courthouse (1st-floor 
bulletin board), on our website at www.broadwater-
countymt.gov, in the window of the Flynn Building, 
and in the local MT43 Newspaper when possible to 
meet the publishing deadline.

Monday, March 10, 2025

2:00 PM	 Working meeting with Bill Jarocki, County 
Administrative Officer, and Kaylan Minor, Deputy 
County Attorney, in CAO office, regarding projects 
and deadlines

Tuesday, March 11, 2025

3:00 PM	 Working meeting in Commission Office 
with Kay Minor, Deputy County Attorney, regarding 
projects and deadlines

Wednesday, March 12, 2025

10:00 AM	 Public comment on any subject not on the 
agenda, that the Commission has jurisdiction over

10:00 AM 	 Discussion/Decision, TJ Gravely, Public 
Works Director, Resolution of the Broadwater County 
Solid Waste District Business Assessment Fee Schedule 

10:05 AM 	 Discussion/Decision, County agreement 
with Canyon Enterprise for the lease of boat slips 

10:10 AM 	 Discussion/Decision, Ruby Taylor, Public 
Health Director, Crisis Diversion Grant Task Order 
approval, HHS-BHDD-0114AP-B25-101-74033-0.

The county strives to make the meeting available 
virtually but cannot guarantee access due to platform 
failure, internet interruptions, or other potential tech-
nological malfunctions

Items for Discussion / Action / Review / 
Signature – Consent Agenda

•	 Certificate of Survey review
•	 Management – on-going advisory board appointments
•	 Claims/Payroll/minutes
•	 County Audit / Budget
•	 Mail – ongoing grants
•	 Correspondence – support letters
•	 Task Orders

Debi Randolph, Vice Chair		
(406) 266-9270 or (406) 980-2050	  

drandolph@broadwatercountymt.gov 

Jesse Swenson			 
(406) 266-9272 or (406) 980-1213	  

jswenson@broadwatercountymt.gov 

Lindsey Richtmyer, Chair		
(406) 266-9271 or (406) 521-0834	  

lrichtmyer@broadwatercountymt.gov 

E-mail:	commissioners@broadwatercountymt.gov
Future Meetings will be held at the Flynn Building 

(416 Broadway)
Please note: These meeting times/dates may change, 

please check the county website

•	 Trust Board Meeting on March 11th at 11:30 AM
•	 Solid Waste Board Meeting on March 11th at 6:00 PM
•	 Mental Health Local Advisory Council Meeting on March 

12th at 2:00 PM
•	 Fair Board Meeting on March 13th at 5:30 PM
•	 Board of Health Meeting on March 17th at 3:00 PM
•	 County Parks & Recreation Meeting on March 17th at 6:00 PM
•	 Planning Board Meeting on March 18th at 1:00 PM
•	 Noxious Weed Board Meeting on March 18th at 6:00 PM
•	 Airport Board Meeting on March 19th at 6:00 PM

To be held at the Community Room at Townsend 
Schools (201 North Spruce)
•	 County Parks & Recreation Masterplan Design Workshops

o	 Thursday, March 13th, 5:00 – 7:00 PM
The Commissioners may be attending these board 

meetings (except the Planning Board)

Beyond that, there are no restrictions on exempt wells. 
Yellow areas follow the same rules as green areas, but 
require additional monitoring by the DNRC, with areas 
in Flathead and Yellowstone County currently being 
the only designated yellow area. Red areas generally 
do not allow exempt wells, with limited exceptions. 
Residents and developers in these areas must connect 
to a community water system, obtain a permit, use an 
existing water right, or have water delivered. Some of 
Missoula, Gallatin, the Bitterroot, and Helena fall into 
this category. (A map is available online for reference.) 
Newly constructed units in every category will be 
required to have meters to monitor water usage and 
DNRC will evaluate the data annually.  Ultimately, 
this bill is a compromise between all parties involved.  

Regardless of the green area designation of Broadwa-
ter County in the bill, DNRC reports that the county is 
legally over appropriated with respect to available water 
and, as many already know, is in a closed basin. Since 
the water and water-right holder’s rights in Broadwater 
are at-risk, I will be taking action to have at least some 
of Broadwater County designated as a yellow area in 
the bill. A yellow designation simply means increased 
monitoring and support from the DNRC.  In my opin-
ion, providing more scientific oversight of our water 

availability is beneficial for our county.
These issues are not black and white, and legisla-

tors—including myself—depend heavily on public input. 
If you have thoughts, concerns, or questions, please don’t 
hesitate to call, text, or email me anytime—whether it’s 
late at night, early morning, or on the weekend. You’re 
never bothering me.
Representative Jane Gillette, MPH, DDS (HD 77), 
406-868-1549, Jane@DrJaneGillette.com

Legislative Update, 3
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Dates and times may vary due to events, seasons or holidays.
Call the restaurant with any questions. Happy Dining!

The Betsy Sports Zone

217 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 266-0001 
Dining Hours:
Tue-Sun 11:00AM-Close  
Closed Monday
Takeout placed only in person.
Menu: 
www.betsysportszone.com

American Legion Hall

211 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 266-3611
Dining Hours:
Tuesday Bingo/ Bowl & a Roll 
5:00PM
Special Event with Food: 
N/A
Bar hours may vary

Bread and Butter Cafe

205 Broadway St, Townsend 
(406) 266-3025 
Dining Hours:
Tue - Sat 7:00AM- 2:00PM
Menu available on Facebook
Closed Sunday and Monday

Bunkhouse Bar & Grill

8846 US-287, Toston
(406) 266-5302 
3/17/2025 SPECIAL: 
1:00PM Corned and Trimmings
Dining Hours:
10:00AM – Close
Grill off at 10:00PM

Commercial Bar

101 Broadway, Townsend
(406) 266-9956 
Dining Hours:
10:00AM - 2:00AM
Closed Thanksgiving & 
Christmas
Menu available on Facebook

Copy Cup

303 N Front St, Townsend   
(406) 980-8400
Please call on business hours
Drinks and Pastry Hours:
Mon - Fri 7:00AM - 3:00PM  
Sat 8:30AM - 2:00PM
Closed Sunday

Deep Creek Pizza

415 Broadway Ste 2, Townsend  
(406) 266-0002 
Dining Hours:
11:00AM - 8:00 PM 
Menu: 
www.deepcreekpizzaco.com, 
Facebook and Instagram
Closed Sunday

Fishtale Tavern

209 Broadway St, Townsend 
(406) 266-5582 
Dining Hours:
11:00AM - 11:00PM
Daily Specials:
Facebook
Bar hours may vary

Full Belli Deli

209 S Front St, Townsend
(406) 266-5459 
Dining Hours:
TO BE DETERMINED. Thank 
you for your continued support!
Menu: 
fullbellidelimt.com

Mint Cafe

305 Broadway St, Townsend 
(406) 266-3867 
Dining Hours:
Mon - Wed 8:00AM - 2:00 PM,  
Thur - Fri 8:00AM - 8:00PM
Sat - Sun 7:00AM - 8:00PM
Menu:
https://www.facebook.com/p/
The-Mint-100028372015743/

TB’s Diner

316 N Front St, Townsend, 
(406) 266-0099 
Dining Hours:
Mon- Sat 7:00AM - 8:00PM
Sunday 7:00AM - 7:00PM
Specials:
Facebook

C Hangin” C Mercantile 
& Creamery

310 S Front St, Townsend
(406) 266-9087 
Dining Hours:
Mon - Sat 9:00AM - 7:00PM
Sun 8:00AM - 5:00PM
Menu: 
Facebook
changincmerc.square.site

September: 3.637"
October: 0.174"
November: 0.079"
2024: 10.903"

December: 0.000"
January: 0.04"
February: 0.05"
2025: 0.09"

Precipitation:
Weather Info Contributed by Jeff Ross

2805 York Rd, Helena MT
tizermeats.com

2805 York Rd, Helena MT
tizermeats.com

 Get your Pork Rib’s for the Grill 
@

 Get your Pork Rib’s for the Grill 
@

Tizer MeatsTizer Meats
Call to Schedule 406-422-4822

A+ STORAGEA+ STORAGE

406-266-5377, 406-580-5425406-266-5377, 406-580-5425

SEVERAL SIZES OF STORAGE UNITS
BOATS, RV's & TRAILER STORAGE

IN TOWNSEND, MT

SEVERAL SIZES OF STORAGE UNITS
BOATS, RV's & TRAILER STORAGE

IN TOWNSEND, MT

WE ARE AVAILABLE WHEN
YOU NEED US!

WE ARE AVAILABLE WHEN
YOU NEED US!

New Construction  • Concrete
Excavation  •  Pole Barns  •  Garages

“Quality Building For Over 22 Years”
tririversconst@mt.net

Danny Stubbendeck    
406-459-0702

LOCAL BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Contact MT43 News to list your business NOW!

Mon - Fri 10am- 2pm
408 Broadway | 406.266.0086

East Helena 406-227-6519
Helena 406-443-8084

Beer, Wine, Cigars and Gifts.

Mar Painting
Insured

Al Nyhart
(406) 223-3074

Interior
Exterior

Licensed

Mark Leyland
406-438-7315
leylandmt.com

Mark Leyland
406-438-7315
leylandmt.com

LEYLAND INSURANCE
Call me with any Medicare questions!Call me with any Medicare questions!

Turning 65 soon?Turning 65 soon?

DD Custom Flatbed Dealer
Laser Cut Parts Fabrication
Machining Hydraulics

406-449-3464 | Townsend - Helena

BSE Excavating
7200 Hwy 287, Townsend, MT

Brandon Bakken
Shane Tew
p - (406)266-3772
c - (406)980-1100
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Our WalkOur Walk
In FaithIn Faith

Elkhorn Community Fellowship
126 N Cedar St. Townsend
Pastor Eric Crusch (406) 949-0183
Sunday: 11:00am- Services
Wednesday: 4:00 - 5:30pm Team KID for K - 5th Grades  
| 6:00 - 7:30pm Youth Group for 6 - 12th Grades
 
Faith Baptist Church
5 Jack Farm Rd. Townsend
Pastor Mike Wenzel (406) 266-4219
Sunday: 10:00am Sunday School | 11:00am Morning 
Service | 6:00pm Evening Service
Wednesday: 7:00pm Bible Study & Prayer

Holy Cross Catholic Church
101 S Walnut St. Townsend
Parish Contact (406) 266-4811
email: office@holycrossmt.org
Sunday: 3:30pm - 4:15pm (or by appt.) Reconciliation | 
4:30pm- Mass | 5:30pm (during the school year) Dinner 
with 6:00pm Religious Ed for all Grades
Adult Education Programs found on  holycrossmt.org
Monday: 9:00am Mass |  9:30am Adoration
Tuesday: 9:00am Mass

Mountain Valley Church (of the CMA)
110 E Street Townsend
Pastor Eric Krueger (406) 465-5895
MountainValleyChurch.org
Sunday: 10:00am Services with Nursery, Kids and Youth 
Ministry
Last Thursday of the month: 6:30- 8:00pm The Rock 
Youth Ministry: K-3rd Grades and 4th-Senior High | 
Parent Bible Study
Livestream:  Facebook.com/mountainValleyChurch406
Life groups meet weekly. Call for more information.

Radersburg Baptist Church
7 Main St. Radersburg
Pastor Richard Summerlin (406) 410-0458
Sunday: 9:45am Sunday School | 11:00am Worship

Set Free Christian Fellowship
318 Broadway St. Townsend; PO Box 1163

Pastor Carol Bergstad (406) 461-2181
Sunday: 9:30am Service | 7:00pm Set Free Recovery
Thursday: 7:00pm Bible Study

Seventh Day Adventist Church
200 N Cedar St. Townsend
Pastor Ney Khut (269)-362-5768
Saturday: 9:30 Service | 10:30am Bible Study

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church ELCA 
Synod
301 N Cherry St. Townsend
Steve Ward, Synod authorized minister (406) 220-8911
Office hours Mon & Wed 9 am to noon
Council President Margie Urich (406) 599-9848
Sunday: 9:30am Services
Second Tuesday of the month: 4:00pm Women of the 
ELCA meet.
Bible Studies meet weekly. Call for more information.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
916 Broadway St. Townsend
Bishop Matt Graham (406) 266-4255
Sunday: 8:30am Choir Practice | 9:30am Sacrament 
Meeting | 10:40am Sunday School
Wednesday: 6:00 -  9:00pm Family History Center Open 
For Family History Center appointment call Director, 
Rebecca Mitchell, (406) 980-0270
Wednesday: 6:30pm Youth Activities

Townsend United Methodist Church
200 N Cedar St. Townsend
Pastor Mele Moa (406) 266-3390
TownsendUMC.org
Sunday: 9:00am Services

Trailhead Christian Fellowship
20 Trailhead View Dr. (5 mi. north of Townsend)
Pastor Clay Muinzer (406) 266-4406
Sunday: 9:00am Sunday School and Christian Education 
| 10:00am Services
Wednesday: 4:25 - 5:50pm Awana Program for K- 6th 
Grades | 6:15 - 8:00pm Youth Group for 7th–12th Grades

Sr. Center Meals: 
March 10 - March 14

516 2nd Street, 
Townsend MT 
406-266-3995

Monday, March 10
Hamburger on a Bun
Potato Triangles
Carrot Coins
Juicy Pears
Dessert

Tuesday, March 11
Sweet-N-Sour Pork
Fried Brown Rice
Oriental Vegetables
Four Bean Salad
Whole Grain Bread
Applesauce

Wednesday, March 12
Chicken ALA King
Steamed Potatoes
Purple Beets
Whole Grain Bread
Sweet Peaches

Thursday, March 13
Chili Con Carne
Corn Bread
German Vegetables
Carrot Raisin Salad
Apricots

Friday, March 14
Tater Tot Casserole
Garden Peas
Cauliflower
Whole Grain Bread
Pineapple

SeniorSenior
CenterCenter

SeniorSenior
CenterCenter

At MT43 News Office
408 Broadway St, Townsend, MT

Mon - Fri 10:00 – 2:00pm

Notary Service AvailableNotary Service Available

Or by Appointment
Contact: Brenda Phillips

406-231-9752

Well, What Do We Have Here?
Many times, I wax poetic about our town, so what 
exactly do we have here? I’m glad you asked, you see 
so many people from all over the country never really 
look at their towns. Cities yes because if you don’t look 
at your city and know where NOT to go, you can get 
robbed or worse. 

While looking for a place to live/retire to or just 
visit, you have to do in-depth research on the towns 
you visit. Does it have EVERYTHING I/we are looking 
for in a new hometown? Almost 13 years ago (Ye gads, 
it’s been that long?) we were looking for a retirement 
town, where we could have everything, we needed 
for the future. We looked all over Montana but found 
“Bupkis”. Then “On a day like no other”. (can’t you 
just hear a booming announcer’s voice saying that?) we 
found Townsend, we took our time and looked all over. 

We wanted a town with a great selection of stores 
and businesses, with a good grocery store a high prior-
ity! We wanted a few good restaurants with a variety of 
foods….well a Montana variety is differently cooked 
meat & potatoes. Hardware stores, (at that time there 
were 3). Mostly we were looking for a town where 
the “Community” came together for various gather-
ings. When we looked around town in 2011 the whole 
town gathered for the High school “Homecoming” 
parade WOW! The entire town was lining both sides of 
Broadway, cheering on the school. Outstanding! That 
pretty much set in stone where we wanted to settle. 

I am hoping the new folks in Townsend, take the 
time to look around; we have a great place here. The 
courthouse provides licenses, (driving and hunting / 
fishing), mechanics shops are around, everyone has 
their favorite. And FOOD, we have many eateries 
here. (Which shows how are population is growing, 
in more ways than one.) The shops are all around, but 
EVERYBODY knows: If you can’t find something, go 
to Judy’s Trading post, she has everything! 

To me, the best thing is: walking into a shop and 
being greeted by the local shopkeepers. I won’t say 
“everybody knows everybody", but pretty darn close. 
NO, it’s NOT “Mayberry”, just a friendly Montana 
town. Coming here to retire? Or maybe start a business, 
c’mon in. (our Church to Bar ratio is pretty good.) We 
have a great school, which is well supported by the 
town, even a lodge where they have plays & dances.

Our crime rate is LOW, mostly because the local 
Police know everybody! (It’s those outsiders that cause 
any trouble.) So look around, get to know your new 
hometown, I think you will like it….of course you 
can’t please everyone. 

Stay well Folks, this spring weather probably won’t 
last long.

Father Cody Williams
Holy Cross Church

The southern border. Masses of 
people streaming to the walls, clamor-
ing to get into the U.S. These poor 
and dirty people all striving to enter 
the U.S. and start a new life. The media presents this 
image as the “immigration situation” of the United 
States painting the picture of our immigration woes 
as predominantly low-income Latinos. Rarely do we 
see the full picture of the problems facing immigration 
and our immigration situation. 

Where are these people coming from and why do 
they want to be here? The most common answers are 
Mexico and to become citizens. Let's evaluate these 
answers for a moment. Imagine you are from Mexico. 
Your family has lived here for generations and all you 
know is Mexican culture and the Spanish language. Due 
to political unrest, lack of resources, and social unrest 
living in Mexico is no longer a safe and tenable option. 
The one option: migrate to the U.S. with the hope of 
providing enough money for your family. Notice the 
details of this very common situation. These people who 
are immigrating want to help their families and return 
to them, the situation in their homeland is unsafe, and 
they have one hope which requires leaving everything 
behind. Between 80-85% of migrant Hispanics seeking 
immigration come for economic reasons. The part we 
don’t understand is that half of migrants send money 
earned in the U.S. back to their families in their country 
of origin. Nearly half of immigrants are fleeing Latin 
American countries due to violence in their homes. 

The image I presented above represents only part 
of the immigration situation of the U.S. This image 
usually dominates our perspectives on immigration 
and ignores the real issues. Each year the U.S. govern-
ment sets an immigration quota for each country of the 

Immigration: Who is the Immigrant?
world implying that immigrants come from all over the 
world. Those who get to enter the country legally have 
a few common characteristics: they have money and 
they have status. The legal process of becoming a U.S. 
citizen is very expensive usually costing thousands of 
dollars in legal and processing fees. Any misstep in 
the process could bar the person from legal status for 
10 years or cost thousands more in fees. Those who 
get to start the process of legal status have some type 
of status. They tend to have a prospect for a good job 
in the U.S., speak the language, and have connections 
or intelligence to navigate the system. Even with these 
advantages the system strives to make the process 
exceptionally difficult. 

Obtaining legal status in the United States is im-
mensely complex with many challenges requiring 
thousands of dollars and over 10 years of work. Before 
we begin to judge those who come over illegally and 
those who come legally, we should understand our legal 
process and make sure it fits our values and provides a 
decent legal way for people to enter. Let me put it this 
way, if the legal process was efficient and understand-
able, wouldn't most people choose it? Who wants to 
be worried about deportation, losing their children, or 
losing their opportunities? Most people would choose 
the legal option if it were understandable and reasonable.

On Monday, March 17th, we will explore the is-
sues of immigration from both the practical and legal 
perspectives. Michelle Williams, who practices immi-
gration law in Boise, Idaho, will present on the issues 
with immigration law and I will present on stories and 
issues facing our immigration system. The goal of 
this event is to both encounter immigrants as people 
and understand the challenges facing immigration in 
the U.S. The event is at Holy Cross Church, 101. S 
Walnut St and begins at 6 pm with dinner followed by 
an activity, presentations, and discussions. This event 
is open to everyone. Come one, come all.

Hunter And Bowhunter Education Events

Fish, Wildlife and Parks

Fish, Wildlife and Parks are holding a 
series of hunter and bow hunter education 
classes in Southwest Montana.

To see the full article and the list of 
dates and locations, Visit the MT43News 

website at https://mt43news.com
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MT 43 News, Inc.
Published & edited by 
the Board of Directors

Editors in Chief: 
Victor Sample and 

Nancy Marks

408 Broadway Street Suite A
Townsend MT 59644-2323

(406) 266-0086

MT43News@MT43News.com

Deadlines
Stories, News & Letters to the 

Editor: 
Tuesday 12 p.m. 

Advertising: 
Tuesday 10 a.m.

©2023 MT 43 News, Inc. All rights 
reserved. The contents of this 
newspaper may not be repro-
duced, redistributed or archived, 
in whole or in part, physically 

or electronically, without the 
written permission of MT 43 

News, Inc.

ISSN 2833-2571
USPS Bulk Mailing Permit #43

First Publication Date: 
July 15, 2022

MT 43 News is published Thurs-
day of each week in Townsend, 
MT. Its service area is Broadwater 

County, MT.

Affiliation
Letters to the editor, guest col-
umns, Op-Ed, editorials and 
advertising do not necessarily 
reflect the opinion of MT 43 
News, Inc. or any of its execu-
tives, employees, or advertisers.

Forms and Policies
https://mt43news-business-
services.com/node/124

We now offer Sponsorship Advertising!We now offer Sponsorship Advertising!

Broadwater Senior Center: 
Service Available

Townsend Cat Network:
Cat of the Month

Local Individuals and Businesses are 
invited to sponsor a local cause for a month!

ONLY

$50!

Call us at 406.266.0086
Or stop in at 408 Broadway 

between 10-2 Mon-Fri

Call us at 406.266.0086
Or stop in at 408 Broadway 

between 10-2 Mon-Fri

Barnes
Jewelry

357 N Last Chance Gulch,
Helena MT

406-442-3000

Dustin Gillaspie
410 Broadway, Townsend, MT
406.442.0456
fbfs.com/find-an-agent/
dustingillaspiemt

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. Mountain West Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance
Company/Laramie, WY. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-SM-B (10-21)
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ObituariesObituaries
Jo Rill "Jo" Jewett

Family of Jo Rill "Jo" Jewett

Jo Rill (Davis) Jewett was born April 17, 1952, in 
Townsend, Montana to Bill and Hope Davis. At the age 
of five, the family moved to Walden, Colorado, where 
they resided for 10 years. Bill and Hope published the 
Jackson County Star. In 1967, the family moved back 
to Montana and Jo Rill completed her education in 
Bozeman and Three Forks, graduating from Three Forks 
High School in 1970.

Jo Rill was employed at the Three Forks Herald 
following graduation where she remained until her mar-
riage to Jim Jewett on February 7, 1986. She and Jim 
resided in both Livingston and Willow Creek the first 
year of their marriage, Livingston during the week and 
Willow Creek on weekends while Jim was employed by 
the Montana Department of Transportation. The second 
year of their marriage, they purchased the Three Forks 
Herald, built a home in Three Forks and welcomed their 
beautiful daughter, Hallie Kay. Jim remained with the 
Department of Transportation until December of 2007. 

Jo Rill "Jo" Jewett
Photo Provided by Family of Jo Rill "Jo" Jewett

After his retirement, he also helped publish the Herald. 
The Jewetts sold the Herald in 2013 and began a very 
enjoyable retirement.

Jo Rill had great faith in her Lord and Savior and was 
a confirmed member of the United Methodist Church. 
She served as choir director and pianist for many years 
and taught Sunday school and youth fellowship.

Jo Rill loved gardening, music, Bible study groups, 
reading, camping and traveling - especially to visit her 
daughter and son-in-law in Colorado. She also enjoyed 
Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks. She was an 
avid sports fan, her favorite teams being the Cleveland 
Indians in baseball, any team Tom Brady played with in 
football and Gonzaga and Kansas Jayhawks in college 
basketball.

She was preceded in death by her parents, her sister 
Kay and two brothers Bobby and Jim. She is survived by 
her husband, Jim, daughter and son-in-law, Hallie Kay 
and Brad McLaughlin, three nephews, Bill (Dane) Davis, 
Tyler Davis and Jacob Davis, and numerous cousins.

A Celebration of Life will be held at the United 
Methodist Church annex in Three Forks on April 19th at 
two o’clock in the afternoon following a private family 
interment at the Willow Creek Cemetery.

Lois J. Kimpton

Family of Lois J. Kimpton

Lois J. Kimpton, age 94 of Toston 
March 10, 1930 – February 27, 2025

On the morning of February 27, 2025, Lois Kimpton 
peacefully left this world at the age of 94, eleven days 
from her 95th birthday, stepping into the embrace of 
the Lord and reuniting with the many loved ones who 
passed before her. 

She was born on March 10, 1930, to Cecil and Zona 
Johnson in Winston, Montana, one of five spirited sisters.

Lois had a love for life that shone through in everything 
she did. Growing up in the depression, the family moved 
around wherever her dad could find work. At one point 
they lived in Great Falls near the river where her and 
her sisters would go swimming. They also lived up near 
the Vossburg mine outside of Winston in the mountains. 

Ultimately, they settled in Townsend where Lois went 
to Broadwater County High School. In her youth, she 
was an avid athlete, playing basketball in high school. 
In those days the team made their own uniforms that 
looked like jump suits. They lived near a roller skating 
rink and all the girls were taught to roller skate. 

Lois loved dancing, mostly the jitter bug and often said 
that she danced her way through high school. It was in 
those early years that she met the love of her life, Albert 
Kimpton, whom she married on May 4, 1948. Together, 
they built a life filled with love, hard work, and family. 
They raised four children—Dave (Mary) of Phoenix, 
Steve (Kathy, deceased) of Toston, Cliff of Toston, and 
Zona (Kathleen) of Toston.

In 1959, Lois and Albert settled into the home where 
they would spend their years together, raising cattle, 
horses, and farming. In the early years, she shared in 
the responsibility to cook for the haying crews with her 
mother-in-law Mildred Kimpton and her sister-in-law 
Gerry. She really didn’t know how to cook after they 

Lois J. Kimpton
Photo Provided by Family of Lois J. Kimpton

were first married and the stories about her attempts 
were comical. 

The haying crews were men who Albert and his 
brother, Bill, would pick up from what was called the 
‘jungles’ which was a place in Helena where men would 
come during haying season off the trains to work. Lois 
even went with them sometimes. 

As the family grew so did the traditions. Lois would 
make Christmas, Easter and Thanksgiving dinners bring-
ing everyone together. Branding in April and shipping 
the calves in the fall were always fun events for both 
friends and family where she would put on big spreads 
and then everyone would play poker. She would stay up 
at Cow Camp and provide meals for the spring work of 
putting the cows out for the season and she would also 
haul meals to the riding crews if the brandings were 
done in the mountains.

After high school, Lois took a correspondence course 
from the University of Nebraska for general studies. As 
her children grew, Lois pursued a career, first working 
at the Soil Conservation Service. She later earned her 
real estate license, eventually becoming a broker and 
the proud owner of Broadwater Realty. 

Her love of discovery extended beyond business—she 
was an avid reader, a collector of stamps and coins, and she 
found joy in hunting for purple glass in forgotten places. 
She was also a dedicated bowler, playing in a league for 
many years, and she cherished every moment spent with 
her grandchildren. She and Albert traveled quite a bit with 
family and friends during their life together, which took 
them all over the west visiting family, going to roping 
and rodeo events, and just exploring the countryside.

For nearly two decades, Lois faced Alzheimer’s with 
remarkable grace and resilience. She never lost her gentle 
spirit, her gratitude, or her ability to bring warmth to 
those around her. Even in her final days, she would ask 
about Albert, never quite remembering that he had been 
waiting for her in heaven for 19 years. Now, at last, they 
are together again.

Lois is preceded in death by her beloved husband, 
Albert; her parents, Cecil and Zona; her sisters, Anice 

Pursley, LeVaughn Smith, and Marlene Fisk; and her 
daughter-in-law, Kathy. She leaves behind her four 
children, her sister Jackie Hoffman, many nieces and 
nephews along with numerous grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, and great-great-grandchildren who will 
carry her love forward.

Though she is no longer with us in body, Lois’s love 
remains woven into the fabric of our lives. Her kind-
ness, laughter, and unwavering strength will be forever 
cherished.

A private family graveside service will be held March 
6th, and the family will celebrate her life with friends 
this spring on May 3rd. Time and place to be determined.

“The rest of us will see you on the other side, Mom.”

Cherylene A Sherrill

Thomas Barrett

Cherylene L Sherrill died at home of natural causes on 
February 13th, 2025. 

Born November 2, 1964 in Porterville, CA. Cherylene 
went to Monache High and was involved in drama and 
music. She played Bobby Sox and American Girls 
softball and excelled. After high school she continued 
playing softball in the city league.

A resident of Townsend, MT for the last 30 years, 
she was an accomplished Radiologist and Phlebotomist. 
For the last several years she has been happily employed 
at the Family Medical Clinic in Townsend. She will be 
sorely missed by everyone who knew her.

She is survived by her son, Brian Emmett Cavalier 
and her two of her siblings, Timothy Sherrill and Carrine 
Sherrill-Macomber, as well as many nieces and nephews 
and her loving Partner of 11 years, Thomas A Barrett.

A small ceremony honoring her life and the joy she 
brought to people will be held at the Lodge in Townsend 
at 6:00 PM, March 29th.

Cherylene Sherrill graduation picture 1982
Photo Provided by Family

Anthony Groth

Anthony Groth, 56, of Townsend, Montana passed 
away on February 23, 2025.  

Simple Cremation Montana has assisted the family.

Jeanette Lois Staver

Jeanette Lois Staver, age 68, of Townsend  
November 28, 1956 – February 18, 2025

Jeanette Staver, age 68, of Townsend, passed away at 
her home in Townsend early Tuesday morning, February 
18, 2025. It is Jeanette’s choice to be cremated, and the 
family will have a private Ceremony at a later date.

Jeanette Lois Staver
Photo Provided by Family of Jeanette Lois Staver

Area DeathArea Death

Area DeathArea Death
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Chloe F. Stapp

Family of Chloe F. Stapp

Chloe F. Stapp, age 20 of Townsend  
September 20, 2004 – February 23, 2025

Chloe Faith Stapp, 20, passed away on February 23, 
2025, in Townsend, Montana. Born on September 20, 
2004, in Covington, Georgia, she brought light and joy 
to all who knew her.

Chloe was a vibrant soul—a daughter, sister, aunt, 
granddaughter, cousin, and niece. She was beautiful 
inside and out, with a heart full of love and generosity. 
She touched the lives of many, leaving an indelible mark 
on everyone fortunate enough to know her.

She shared a special bond with her older sister, Carli. 
Despite their age difference, they were inseparable in 
spirit, always exchanging playful banter that filled their 
family’s hearts with laughter. Chloe had a unique ability 
to bring joy into any room with her humor and unfiltered 
honesty—never afraid to speak her mind and always 
unapologetically herself.

A deeply creative and artistic soul, Chloe had a tal-
ent for drawing, painting, and poetry. Writing was her 
outlet, and she poured her heart into countless poems 
with the dream of publishing her own poetry book. She 
also loved working with her hands, crafting beautiful 

pieces through woodworking and leatherwork for herself 
and those she loved.

Her greatest passion was cooking. She found immense 
joy in experimenting with new recipes and creating 
delicious meals for friends and family. As a cook at a 
local restaurant, she cherished both her work and the 
people she worked alongside. Every dish she made was 
infused with love and creativity—just like everything 
else she did in life.

Chloe’s free spirit thrived in nature. She found solace 
in mountain drives, hiking through the wilderness, pho-
tographing animals, and collecting rocks and crystals. 
Whether off-roading through rugged terrain or sitting 
by a bonfire surrounded by friends, she embraced every 
moment with an adventurous heart. She also had a deep 
love for astrology, journaling, ice skating, rollerblading, 
and researching homesteading practices to grow her 
own food.

Animals held a special place in Chloe’s heart—she 
had an uncanny ability to connect with even the most 
timid creatures. Her family often called her their “Snow 
White” because of the way animals seemed drawn to 
her gentle presence. One of her favorite places was Best 
Friends Animal Society, where she volunteered to care 
for the many animals there. Her beloved fur-baby Rebel 
was always by her side as a constant companion.

Chloe is survived by her loving parents, Lori and 
Mike Stapp; her sister and brother-in-love, Carli and 

Chloe F. Stapp
Photo Provided by Family of Chloe F. Stapp

Ricky Hill; her cherished nephews Maverick and Daxton; 
her niece Indie; and countless friends whose lives were 
forever changed by knowing her. She was preceded in 
death by her grandmothers Carole Parker and Margaret 
Wade and grandfathers Jim Parker and Jim Wade.

Her kind soul and free spirit brightened our world 
every single day. Though she is no longer physically with 
us, the love she shared and the memories she created 
will live on forever in our hearts.

Colt Winchester White

Family of Colt Winchester White

Sunday, March 2nd, 2025, surrounded by his family, 
Colt Winchester White left his broken body, joined his 
brother Cash and jumped into the arms of our Lord Jesus.  

Colt was born Feb 9th, 2011, he was strong and 
resilient from the beginning. He observed the world 
with his big eyes and gentle spirit. Colt rolled with a 
lot of changes in his first months of life. At six months 
old, he had his first seizure which began his medical 
journey. He had a very tough four years but was resilient 
and strong through it all.  

Colt had a quirky personality that made everyone 
he met fall in love with him.  He was known for flirting 
with ladies of all ages. Doctors were always impressed 
with how well he did and how aware Colt was despite all 
his medical complications and conditions. He definitely 
defied the odds! 

The last four years of Colt’s life were his best yet!  
He was growing into a full-blown goofy teenager. Colt 
loved to play jokes on his therapists and teachers!  He 
enjoyed an evening party, where he was the center of 
attention and the life of the party.  

Colt will be greatly missed but we stand strong in 
our faith that we will be reunited with him in Heaven, 
whole and healthy, where he will run into our arms. 

We want to thank all of Colt’s therapists, teachers, 
doctors, family, friends and everyone in the community 
who have continued to walk with us through this jour-
ney. We appreciate your love for Colt and our family. 

In lieu of flowers, you can make donations to The 
Ronald McDonald House and/or The Options Clinic.  

We will be honoring Colt and his life, on March 7th 
at 10 am at Trailhead Christian Fellowship Church, fol-
lowed by a reception at The Betsy Sports Zone. Please 
visit www.stevensonwilke.com to offer a condolence 
to the family or to share a memory of Colt.

Colt Winchester White
Photo Provided by Family of Colt Winchester White
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Flatbeds built custom to your vehicle - Call or stop by to get a price,
or download - https://ddfab.co/mthyd

We are a Double Diamond Flatbed Dealer!

406-449-3464 ext. 1017

Flatbeds built right
here in our shops in
Helena and Townsend!

Call To Action

Montana State Attorney General Austin Knudsen is one of 17 Attorneys General who 
are suing to have Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act declared unconstitutional. 
Section 504 protects people with disabilities from discrimination at school and in 
the workplace.

Section 504 requires schools and workplaces to provide reasonable accom-
modations for students and employees with disabilities, and protects them from 
forms of discrimination such as being passed over for a promotion or denied a 
raise due to their disability. Nearly a third of Montanans rely on these protections. 
Furthermore, accidents happen, and anyone could find themselves in need of Sec-
tion 504 protections at any time.

It is irresponsible for Attorney General Knudsen to be attempting to do away with 
a law that provides protections that so many Montanans rely on. I urge everyone 
to write or call to him asking to drop this lawsuit. 

John Dunwoody
Gallatin Gateway, MT

Letter to the Editor



12 MT 43 NewsFriday, March 7, 2024

This Week in HistoryThis Week in HistoryThis Week in HistoryThis Week in History

by Linda Huthby Linda Huth

Sponsored bySponsored by

The Broadwater County Historical SocietyThe Broadwater County Historical Society

& The Cotter Foundation& The Cotter Foundation

Sponsored bySponsored by

The Broadwater County Historical SocietyThe Broadwater County Historical Society

& The Cotter Foundation& The Cotter Foundation

March 6

1941 

Personal News
Elmer Kenney who had been employed for three weeks 
in the Boulder vicinity in the employ of the Cooley 
Gravel Company is back in Townsend reporting the 
work there has been completed. 

A quilting bee was held Monday in conjunction 
with the regular meeting of the St. John’s guild at the 
home of Mrs. T.M. Cheney. 

Mrs. Katherine Huth received the announcement this 
week of the promotion of her grandson, Ernest Juhl, who 
is now 1st class electrician in the United States Navy. 
This is the sixth year for young Juhl during which he 
has made steady progress. He is a member of the crew 
on the SS Colorado stationed at Pearl Harbor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Kenney and family are planning 
to move into the Gilham house on Pine Street. The 
property now being cared for by the Masonic Home 
Board in Helena, has been recently renovated and a 
new furnace installed. 

Mrs. R.R. Kimpton and Miss Althea Hale spent the 
night, Monday, with Mr. and Mrs. Ray Ward and early 
Tuesday morning left by car for Spokane where they 
will visit and on to Walla Walla, Washington, Portland 
and eventually to Los Angeles to visit their father, W.M. 
Hale and other relatives.

1958

Something New in DeMolay
The William W. Harvey Chapter, Order of DeMolay 
is to have its first DeMolay Sweetheart dance Friday 
night, March 14, and plan for it to be an annual affair 
hereafter. Dancing will be from 9:00 until 12:30 with 
the pinning of the DeMolay Sweetheart at 11:30. This 
dance will be semi-formal, in the Masonic Temple, 
with refreshments being served. Everyone is invited 
and boys may ask girls; girls may ask boys. The four 
candidates for Sweetheart are: Miss Barbara Wallace, 

Mardee McElwee, Carolyn Ferrat and Charlene Adams. 

Choral Group to Appear on TW Wednesday
The Broadwater County High School senior choral 
group is to appear over Butte KSLF-TV next Wednesday, 
March 12, at 4:15 p.m. Mrs. James Ragen, director, 
states that the choral group which consists of Gail  
Dove, Karen Ann Olsen, Carolyn Ferrat, Doris Hagbom, 
Doreen Davies, Linda  Graveley, Steve Ralls, Ronnie 
Barraugh, Alfred Myles, Dave Doig, Larry Jones and  
Dick Neifert, all of whom are seniors, will sing “Begin 
the Beguine” and “Dry Bones”. 

Miss Jerry Haas will present a coronet solo on 
the same Town and Country Show. Her selection is 
“Carnival of Venice”. 

Local News
Glen Black, student at Montana State College, spent 
the weekend in Townsend with his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Fred Black. 

The Ben Jones family has moved from the Houston 
property in Townsend to a residential property on the 
Perry Stanfill ranch northeast of town. 

Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Horne and two children of Helena 
visited her parents, Mr. and  Mrs. John Sorenson over 
the weekend. 

Lake Townsend Now Open to Set Line Fishing
Lake Townsend in Broadwater and Lewis and Clark 
counties will be open March 1 to March 31 to set line 
fishing, the Montana Fish and Game Commission has 
authorized. Fishermen are asked to note that the 1957-58 
regulations provide that “no more than six lines with 
no more than six hooks per line is allowed per person”. 

1975

Townsend News
Committees and chairmen have been named for the 
county-wide 100 Year  Anniversary celebration of 
the founding of the Canton Church. Now situated on 
a hillside east of Townsend overlooking the Canyon 
Ferry Reservoir. The announcement of the celebration 
of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church was released Sunday 

by the Rev. S.C. Beausoleil, pastor of Holy Cross 
Church, Townsend. 

Committee Chairmen which have been appointed 
by Parish Council of Holy Cross are: Program, Bonnie 
Olsen and JoAnn Marks; Banquet, Catherine Olsen, 
chairman, assisted by Evelyn Richardson, Mary Nich-
ols, Midge Bucy, Grace  Berberet and Betty Koehnke; 
Social Hour, Bill Kearns, assisted by Gay Ann Masolo, 
Terry Carmody, Judy Slifka, Don Lewis and Elaine 
Graveley; History, Edna Gaab, Mildred Neild, Alma 
Marks and Grace Hollaway; Building, Fred Meyer, 
chairman, assisted by Phil Whaley, Don Marks, Lester 
Field, Franklin Slifka and Monte Schnur; Invitations, 
Helen Hensley, Fern Kirley; Liturgy Bill Berberet, Carol 
Plymale, Terry Love and Kevin Walker; Publicity, Mary 
Alice Upton, chairman, assisted by  Laurie McCarthy 
and Roberta Johnson. 

Date of the celebration has not yet been solidified 
says Father Beausoleil. It will be announced immediately 
upon the decision.

1997

Around Town News
Grace and Bill Berberet were in Dillon on Friday to 
attend the annual Vigilante Electric Cooperative meeting. 

Helen Burmaster and Ed and Irene Burtch were 
business callers in Helena on Tuesday. 

Frances Etzwiler returned home on Wednesday 
following a vacation in Seattle, Wash. and a Caribbean 
cruise. She flew from Seattle to Tampa, Fla., and began 
her cruise from Tampa, with ports of call in the Cayman 
Islands, Guatemala and Mexico. 

Franklin and Judy Slifka traveled to Butte on Saturday 
to visit Jim and Lorna Flynn. 

Thursday, Carol and L.H. Somers of Port Townsend, 
Wash. arrived to visit her mother, Bernice Cartwright. 
Thursday through Sunday, they visited in Townsend. 
Then the couple left for Yellowstone Park and Billings, 
where they will visit Carol’s aunt, Helena Daniels. 

Saturday, Carla, Spackman, Amy and Moel of Havre, 
arrived to visit her mother, Lillian Fisher.

It’s beginning to look a lot like Springtime, everywhere you 
go! Just look at the kitchen vast, the color is fading fast, 
with not so cherished hints of avocado!

It’s beginning to look a lot like Springtime, a sale you want 
to see! A little patience and you’ll know how a kitchen can 
yet glow, and your dreams 
will be!

It’s beginning to look a lot like Springtime, everywhere you 
go! Just look at the kitchen vast, the color is fading fast, 
with not so cherished hints of avocado!

It’s beginning to look a lot like Springtime, a sale you want 
to see! A little patience and you’ll know how a kitchen can 
yet glow, and your dreams 
will be!

Ya Reckon?
Denise Thompson

If you LOVE horses!
If you LOVE the ruggedness of the West!
If you LOVE Montana!
If you LOVE to celebrate!
If you LOVE comradery and giving to those in need, then I suggest you plan 

to attend the Hell’s A-Roarin’ Horse Drive, Auction and Dinner on Saturday, May 
24th in Gardiner and Jardine, Montana.  

This annual event is truly epic: A bunch of riders maneuvering a large herd of 
horses down the main street of Gardiner, then up a steep incline, over the bridge 
and through the woods to Warren and Sue Johnson’s amazing arena, on the outskirts 
of the town of Jardine. Hell’s A-Roarin Outfitters, the world renowned ranch and 
outfitting business is nestled atop the WILD of Montana!

This hard working family does it all, from outfitting to raising top-notch buckin’ 
horses. But they take it a giant step further; they put on this incredible event to 
raise money to buy all-terrain trackchairs for veterans, police officers, cowboys or 
anyone in need of help. What a noble mission, ya reckon?!

For the Love of Ag, From the Heart of a Western Woman.

Denise Thompson

Hell’s A-Roarin’ Horse Drive 2022: Riders and horses crossing the 
narrow bridge in a gnarly storm, at Jardine, Montana

Photo Credits: Denise Thompson

Protective Momma’s raising the next generation of Mountain Horses for Warren and Sue Johnson.
Photo Credits: Denise Thompson

The string of horses from Hell’s A-Roarin’ Outfitters taking a break, with cowboys 
keeping a watchful eye, before heading up to Jardine, Montana.

Photo Credits: Denise Thompson


