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 If this were the animal 
in your garden...

You’d bring lawn chairs 
and invite friends!

Unfortunate ly, 
it’ll be this bunny 
and his friends..>

We’ve got you covered
Townsend Hardware
Historic 2 0 4  B r o a d w a y
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Daryl Blumhagen, right is the new president the board of directors 
of Broadwater Food Pantry replacing long time president Don Peace, 

left.  Steve Visocan, center, is treasurer. Credit Nancy Marks.

BROADWATER FOOD BANK LOW ON CLIENTS
Nancy Marks

The Broadwater Food Bank has experienced a steep 
drop in the number of families seeking help over the past 
several years, perhaps because a shortage of affordable 
housing has forced needy people to leave our community. 
That is the speculation of operations manager Karoline 
Nelson. She says the Food Bank used to serve up to 
40 families every week. The number is now down to 
about 15 families every other week.

The Food Bank, a non-profit charitable organization, 
has new leadership, with Daryl Blumhagen joining 
the board of directors as president, replacing longtime 
president Don Peace.

Asked if he had any thoughts about leaving the 
Food Bank, Don said, “I have been here ten or eleven 
years. I came on when Marge Cheever was the leader. 
She had recently moved the Food Bank from the old 
Duehr barber shop on Broadway to the present location 
at 315 Broadway.”

Don first joined the board as a representative from 
his church when he and his wife Maxine first moved 
to Townsend. “It was an exciting time at the Food 
Bank,” he said. “Mary Parker, who had once owned a 
grocery store, laid out the shelves and aisles. Townsend 
church members were all highly active and we had 
many customers.”

Daryl became interested through serving for his church 
as well. He welcomed major painting and refurbishing 
of the facility spearheaded by the Townsend Rotary 
Club last spring. Members of the Amish community 
near Radersburg painted the outside of the building. 
Townsend Flooring supplied both the materials and 
the labor to install a new floor. Helen Turcotte, through 
the Broadwater Community Foundation, set up a 
matching fund to purchase two new upright coolers. 
Rotary members moved all the canned goods, painted 
the room, put in the shades, then replaced the canned 
goods on the shelves.

“It was a community effort and welcomed by all 

of us who work here, and by those who use our ser-
vices,” Daryl said. The Food Bank board is made up 
of representatives from seven Townsend churches plus 
the officers and one member at large. Members from 
Faith Baptist, Townsend United Methodist, Holy Cross 
Catholic, Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, Shepherd 
of the Valley Lutheran, Trailhead Christian Fellowship 
and Mountain Valley (Alliance) churches serve on a 
rotating basis throughout the year.

Karoline explained the change in Broadwater Food 
Bank’s clientele. “Up until COVID, we served twenty 
to forty families every week. That amounted to about 
100 persons. When COVID hit, we boxed up food and 
set it out for people to pick up. Our regular families 
slowly disappeared. The number of people we serve 
has never come back to those high numbers. We are 
open only twice or three times a month, and maybe 
see 15 families.”

They have tried to put the word out that the Food Bank 
is open, she said. They used to have a Facebook page, 
but no longer. Rotary members have tried unsuccess-
fully to interest young people in keeping up a Facebook 
page for the facility. Karoline said she suspected one 
of the reasons their client numbers are low is because 
of the lack of housing in the area. “Our people can no 
longer afford to live here,” she said.

Karoline is a ten-year member of the Food Bank 
board. Members stock shelves and wait on clientele.

Food available on a regular basis includes beef, 
chicken, wild game meat, cheese, milk, butter, eggs, bread, 
canned goods, baking ingredients, seasonal vegetables, 
and fruit. Whole turkeys are given at Thanksgiving 
and Christmas.

Food donations from the community are welcome 
on the first, third and fifth Fridays of every month 
beginning at 3:30 p.m. The Food Bank has two major 
contributors: Town Pump of Montana and the annual 
“Trick or Treat So Others Can Eat,” program put on 

by the youth of the local churches. The youth gathered 
1,800 pounds of canned goods last year Karoline said. 
Town Pump puts on an annual match program from 
September to November. Last year they matched the 
annual fundraising with $7,500. The Food Bank raises 
money at events such as Fall Fest. It also has contribu-
tion boxes at Bob’s Supermarket.

“Town Pump has been very generous. During COVID 
we received an extra $1,000 each year. In addition, the 
local Town Pump raised $5,413 in contributions for 
us,” Karoline explained.

The Broadwater Food Bank offers food to anyone 
who is in need. Financial proof is not necessary. The 
service is open the first, third and fifth Saturdays of each 
month from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. For more information, 
please call Karoline at (406) 438-3981. 

TOWNSEND SCHOOLS 
OPEN AUGUST 30

Nancy Marks

The learning curve has been high for 
teachers, administrators, and now for 
students and parents. Townsend El-
ementary School is brand new. It has a 

new address, new ways to drop off students and new 
places for everyone to park.

Elementary School principal, Christina Hartmann, 
said Tuesday K-8th grade is ready for the 350 students 
signed up for the school year, along with 186 students 
registered in the Middle School. The state fire marshal 
and Broadwater County’s Sheriff’s office will walk 
through the safety inspection to check the school’s 
evacuation plan and to check new entrance procedures. 
All outside doors have buzzers which will allow visitors 
to enter the building.

Mrs. Hartmann said safety was the reason for clos-
ing Second Street in front of the school. “We ended 
up with four lanes of traffic, some going one way and 
some going the other. More than once we had cars 
nearly miss hitting a child, or someone pulling a child 
out of danger,” she explained. She said the new system 
will prevent accidents and make dropping off children 
a smoother activity.

She said the plan allows for parents who enter the 
drop-off driveway to pull in the right lane only. Cars 
that pull in the left lane must wait until a spot opens in 
the right lane to let off students.

“We have encouraged parents to use three drop-off 
places to eliminate the traffic jams we had before,” she 
said. Children may be dropped off in front of the future 
playground, in front of the high school or parents can 
drive into the staff parking lot to the south of the school. 
From there, children can cross at the crosswalk to enter 
the building. In the next few months, until the renovation 

is complete, the best place to drop off children will be 
in the rear of the high school or football field parking 
lot on Cedar Street, she said.

Buses will be in their former parking space on Pine 
Street, which is now the front of Townsend Elementary 
School. The large parking space is now on school land 
instead of being in the street boulevard. The space is large 
enough to accommodate visiting team buses as well.

As we walked around the new school to the new 
kitchen entrance, Mrs. Hartmann pointed out another 
15-minute parking lot to be used for food delivery and 
short-term parking.

She said phase two of the $18 million project will 
include completion of the common (lunch) room, a 
music room, storage, bathrooms and a hallway con-
necting the school to the library. That work should be 
completed in late October or early November. “If we 
have some money left over, the school board plans to 
complete two more classrooms,” she concluded.

Townsend Schools will host an Ice Cream Social for 
parents and students Monday, August 29 beginning at 
5:30 p.m. so everyone can learn where to go for their 
new classrooms. School starts on August 30.

©Disney
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THE CRIMSON GALS!

Townsend’s Red Hats, the Crimson Gals, met at the 
Commercial for lunch on August 18th. Each month they 
meet for lunch at a Broadwater County business. The 
Crimson Gals try to give every business our attention. 
We meet for friendship, laughter, and good food!

Back row: Betty Mockel, (vice queen), Sandy Vanover,  (queen), 
Margo Dale, Patty Stucky, Helen Turcotte, MaryAnn Salladay, Linda 

McCullough, and Sharon Lewis; Front row: Barbara Wogamon, Trenna 
Scoffield, Sharon Obrigewitch, Bonnie Olsen, Gerry Kimpton, Ann 

Lindsay, and Martha Wilson; Present but not pictured: Margie Stocks

Harris Plumbing
for purchasing my 2022

4-H Market Hog!

Spencer Braaten

American Porch
for purchasing my 2022

4-H Market Steer!

Abigail McCauley

Thousand Hills &
Montana 4D Ranch
for purchasing my 2022

4-H Market Swine!

Abigail McCauley

BROADWATER 
COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS

UNOFFICIAL AGENDA FOR 
MONDAY, AUGUST 29, 2022

NOTICE: No meeting will be held on Monday, 
September 5, 2022 due to the Labor Day holi-
day.  The Commission meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, September 7, 2022 at 10:00 a.m.

Meetings may be viewed on the website at https://www.
broadwatercountymt.com/home/pages/board-videos.  
Public comment is taken either in writing in advance 
of the meeting or in person at the meeting. Public 
comment is not taken by the website.

Working meetings are held in various locations, please 
review the notice of the working meeting to determine 
the location. Working meetings are not recorded and 
as a result are not available on the website.    

Agenda, documents, official meeting minutes and 
videos of past Commission meetings are available at 
https://www.broadwatercountymt.com.  

Official agendas are posted in the Courthouse (1st 
floor bulletin board), Broadwatercountymt.com and in 
the window of the Flynn Building at least 48 hours in 
advance of the meeting.

The public comment period (items not on the agenda) 
will be at the beginning of the meeting. Issues and times 
are subject to change.

10:00 AM	 Discussion and Decision: Contract Number 
2023-004-007 between Rocky Mountain Area IV Agency 
on Aging and Broadwater County Health Department 
for Provision of in-home care services to the elderly.

10:05 AM	 Discussion and Decision: Canyon Ferry 
Airport Lease Agreement Form for Dwight Thompson.

10:10 AM	 Discussion and Decision: Jania Hatfield, 
Deputy County Attorney, Resolution for Special Deputy 
Attorney.

10:30 AM	 Public Hearing: Budget Amendment.

10:40 AM	 Discussion and Decision: Debbie Kelley, 
Finance Officer, Budget Amendment.

10:45 AM	 Discussion and Decision: Nichole Brown, 
Director of Community Development and Planning, 
Greenway Subsequent Minor Subdivision.

12:00PM	 Dedication of the Flynn Building, Public 
is invited.

Items for Discussion, Action, Review or Signature:
•	 Certificate of Survey review
•	 Management – on-going advisory board appointments
•	 Claims/Payroll/minutes
•	 County Audit / Budget 
•	 Mail – ongoing grants
•	 Correspondence – support letters

Darrel Folkvord/Chairperson
406-266-9272 and 406-980-1213

Debi Randolph
406-266-9270 and 406-980-2050

Mike Delger
406-266-9271 and 406-521-0834

E-mail: commissioners@co.broadwater.mt.us

416 Broadway
Aug 29th, noon–1pm, Ribbon Cutting!

Come celebrate with cake and beverages

Public Welcome!

Dedication
zFlynn BuildingZ

of
the

THE OLD OPPORTUNITY BANK BUILDING
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THE SUMMER 
MILKY WAY

Jeff Ross

This week the Moon passes through its 
New phase on August 27 and becomes 
a Waxing Crescent. Waxing means that 
the visible illuminated slice becomes wider with each 
passing night until the First Quarter when half of the 
lunar disc is lit.

When our Moon is in this phase it isn't bright enough 
to overpower anything else in the night sky. That means 
this week is great for seeing everything else. Three of 
the outer planets that are visible with an unaided eye 

With
  Clear Skies
With
  Clear Skies

Court
  Beat
Court
  Beat

The criminal docket in Judge Kathy Seeley’s courtroom 
on Friday, August 19 was as follows:

Donald Dewit had an Initial Appearance and Arraign-
ment, pleading not guilty to DUI (fourth or subsequent) 
and reckless driving. His Omnibus is due by January 
6, 2023. The pre-Trial is set for April 14, 2023, with 
the Jury Trial scheduled for May 8, 2023.

Steven Mikkelson was scheduled for an Evidentiary 
Hearing but chose to opt-in with the Plea Agreement 
settled earlier, pleading guilty to criminal endanger-
ment (creating substantial bodily injury or death). He 
is Sentenced to 10 years in Montana State Prison, with 
253 days credit time served, to be served concurrently 
with three previous charges out of Lake and Sanders 
Counties. If he is paroled, standard conditions of release 
are in effect. He must pay $80 in fees and surcharges.

Bobby Price had his Change of Plea continued until 
September 16.

James Swan III had his Omnibus memorandum 
signed. The Office of Public Defender is now in charge 
of his defense.

Casey Smith had a Change of Plea, pleading guilty 
to felony criminal endangerment. He will have a status 
hearing on August 26.

Nancy Wilson had her Omnibus continued until 
September 16.

Jason Wahlrich appeared for an Initial Appearance 
and Arraignment, pleading not guilty to DUI (fifth or 
subsequent offense, and speeding on the interstate. 
His Omnibus is October 21, Pre-Trial is February 17, 
2023, and Jury Trial is scheduled for March 13, 2023.

Graymont'smission is 
contributing to a 

decarbonized world by 
providing essential lime and 

limestone solutions.

Graymont announces launch of community-focused
Carbon Reduction Fund and invites applications
for 2022 initiatives  

We are proud to announce the launch of the Graymont Carbon Reduction Fund , an 
innovative, grass-roots initiative designed to support the development of 
carbon-reduction initiatives in the communities across the globe that we call home. 

 The fund’s role is to support projects focused on:

• Protecting the environment by the responsible use of resources

• Reducing our carbon footprint through increased energy efficiency

• Developing and  maintaining natural, biological ‘carbon sinks’ such as agricultural
land, forests or peat bogs that act as a natural offset for carbon

If you have a project idea that relates to any of these topics, the GCRF is looking 
for you!

For additional information, please contact Steve Bugni at (406) 521-6003 or sbugni@graymont.com

Application deadline is September 30, 2022

SCHOOL BOARD 
AWARDS BUS 
CONTRACT

by Nancy Marks

School District #1 board 
members awarded a school 
bus contract to Bulldog 
Buslines owned by Jeramy 
Rice at last Tuesday’s 
regular meeting. All board 
members were present, including Kevin McDonnell, 
who participated virtually. The contract will include 
routes four, five and six. Route six will use the District’s 
special needs bus to pick up special needs students.

Superintendent Susie Hedalen reported she had 
been able to hire another first-grade teacher. The first-
grade enrollment is at 54. That number is over the 
limit allowed under state regulations. She also reported 
enrollment for the 5th grade is very high. She has not 
been able to fill a third teacher position for that grade. 
She will use paraprofessionals to help until she is able 
to fill the position.

Hedalen approached the board about signing on to 
a teacher residency program for rural schools offered 
through the Office of Public Instruction. The one-year 
program would be a substitute for a graduating college 
senior’s student teaching experience. She will give 
the board more information on that program at a later 
meeting.

Hedalen is asking for a full-time Assistant Clerk 
to help Administrative Assistant Kristie Sangray with 
payroll, budgeting and working with Broadwater County 
officials to keep up with the expanding workload. Board 
member Shaun Scott suggested a temporary worker. 
No action was taken.

A certified American Sign Language coordinator 
position has not been filled. She is in contact with 
Montana School for the Deaf and Blind to ask about a 
lead to fill the position.

“We were fortunate to have a certified sign language 
person who lived in Townsend and worked with us. She 
retired. Now we are finding it very difficult to fill the 
position because there are no certification programs in 
Montana’s university system,” she said.

Following Hedalen’s report, Chairman Jason Noyes 
turned the meeting into a budget session which ran into 
a late-night session. By law, the board must put forth 
an approved budget by the start of school. Hedalen 
said she and the board will work again Thursday night 
beginning at 6:00 p.m. at the Community Library room. 
The meeting is open to the public.

Thank you Paul Kroeger
Construction for

sponsoring the Reserve
Champion Senior Rabbit

Showmanship!
 

-Emily Bird

Thank you Jason &
Heidi Kool for

purchasing my 2022
Market Hog!

 
-Tanner Bird

Thank you Flynn
Ranch for purchasing
my 2022 Market Hog!

 
-Emily Bird

See MILKY WAY, 8
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The brand new commercial kitchen at Townsend Elementary School has all new equipment along with an office for the kitchen manager, a separate area for washing dishes.  The 
coolers for the kitchen have yet to arrive, but will be installed as soon as they do arrive, according to Townsend Elementary School Principal Christina Hartmann.

Coach Joe Horne puts the Broadwater Bulldog football players through 
their paces to prepare for Friday night’s game in Thompson Falls.

This year’s school bus drivers shown here left to right:  Corine Swan, Larry Woodring, 
Buffy Woodring and Dallas Diehl.  Not shown: Jeramy Rice and Gail Vennes.

Pictured left are Kallie Audet, Savanna Delger, Jill Flynn, Sheri Heavrin, Taylor Noyes, Sierra Slyker, Caitlyn Hahn and Jana Paulsen outside the Tower of London. 
Center, at the home of Anne Hathaway, Shakespeare's wife. Right, standing before the Thames and  Tower Bridge. Photos courtesy Jill Flynn.

Townsend Elementary School Principal Christina Hartmann proudly displays the front of the new grade school. The new drop-off area for students and parents will prevent traffic jams plus make the area safer for children.

Dear Families,
Welcome to the 2022–23 school year! It is a great pleasure to 
welcome our returning families and those new to our district.

We look forward to seeing everyone on the first day of 
school, August 30.

If you have any registration questions, please visit us at 
the front desk of the high school (the entrance on Cedar Street 
is open). The ice cream social for the elementary school on 
August 29 from 5:30–6:30 will give families and students 
an excellent opportunity to meet teachers, get familiar with 
classrooms, and unpack supplies!

The high school freshman and 6th-grade/new middle 
school student orientation will be on the 29th from 6:30 p.m.–7:30 p.m.

The construction project is on schedule. Phase one is being completed and 
inspected. This includes the new elementary school entrance, kitchen, com-
mons, admin offices, classrooms, and more. Phase two is also on schedule and 
is expected to be completed in November. Phase two includes the playground 
and the connecting wing between the buildings, which will provide additional 
office and learning spaces. Building two additional classrooms with the re-
maining funds from the building project is under consideration and would be 
completed in the spring.

The Bulldog Team has been attending training in technology, school safety, 
and reading curriculums. We still have some openings on the team. Please see the 
website for current vacancies. Please help welcome the new staff to Townsend.

Everyone is excited to begin the school year in the new elementary and 
updated middle and high school! Many projects are now completed to update 
the schools for safety, air quality, technology, and improved learning envi-
ronments. The ribbon cutting and community tour of the building will be in 
September and will be advertised!

Please accept my best wishes for a wonderful school year!

Sincerely,

Susie Hedalen
Superintendent of Townsend School District
sshedalen@townsend.k12.mt.us
(406) 441-3454

BULLDOGS TO BRITAIN A SUCCESS!
by Jill Flynn

Well, it finally happened! After almost four years and two cancellations, 
the Broadwater High School Bulldogs to Britain crew finally made 
their trip to London for a week of education and exploration. Of the 
original 11 students who had signed up to travel in 2018, only 5 were 
finally able to travel after all the delays, but along with their three BHS 
chaperones, the group had a marvelous experience.

Working through Education First, an educational travel organization 
with over 50 years of experience organizing student trips, Bulldogs to 
Britain adventured to England from June 4 to June 11, to learn about 
the culture, theater and literature of London and the Stratford-on-Avon 
area. Traveling with the group were students Taylor Noyes, Savanna 

Delger, Jana Paulsen, Caitlyn Hahn and Sierra Slyker, and chaperones 
Sheri Heavrin, Kallie Audet and Jill Flynn.

Highlights of the trip included visiting the Tower of London, Wind-
sor Castle, Warwick Castle, and the homes of William Shakespeare and 
his wife, Ann Hathaway. The group also rode the famous London Eye, 
attended 4 amazing theater performances, walked all over London saw 
well-known tourist sights, and sampled British and other international 
cuisines. They learned lessons in traveling internationally, navigating 
subway systems, coping with a bustling major world city, trying new 
foods and stepping outside their comfort zones with new experiences. 
One major goal of the trip was accomplished, when one traveler noted, 
“I think I would be able to travel overseas on my own now!”

The group would like to extend their gratitude to all who made this 
trip possible and supported them over the years until they could finally 
travel. Special thanks go to major financial contributors: Townsend 
Booster Club, Broadwater Community Foundation, Saltzman’s Fleet and 
Street, Headwaters Flying, Infinite Hope Counseling, Townsend Marine, 
Canyon Ferry PT, Rotary, Hidden Hollow Hideaway, Joni Carlton, John 
and Michele Klara and everyone in the Townsend Community who do-
nated to fundraisers and left tips at Concession sales. Thanks, too, to the 
parents of the students who helped with fundraisers and supported their 
children in making this experience possible. It was a trip of a lifetime, 

and the memories and life skills learned will last forever.

Photos above and below courtesy Nancy Marks.
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School starts this week along with 
high school sports including Cross 
Country.  Every morning early the 
team members run on Old Woman’s 
Grave Road.  Seen here from left to 
right: Kaelyn Sangray, Abby Wick-
ens, Memphis Meier, Sydney Forrey, 
Ross McDonald, Carson O’Dell, 
Kayden Green, James Pitassy, Will 
Lynde and Nolan Flynn.

Satelite Map © Google, Inc.

This year’s school bus drivers shown here left to right:  Corine Swan, Larry Woodring, 
Buffy Woodring and Dallas Diehl.  Not shown: Jeramy Rice and Gail Vennes.

#1 WINSTON BUS ROUTE TIMES

A.M.	 STOP	 P.M.
7:15	 Lazy HM Estates	 4:12
7:20	 Blinking Light	 4:18
7:27	 Spruce Grove	 4:25
7:33	 Quarter Circle Rd.	 4:11
7:39	 Winston Store Parking Lot	 4:05
7:45	 Silos	 3:59
8:00	 School	 3:40

#2 CANYON FERRY / HWY 284 
BUS ROUTE TIMES

	 A.M.	 STOP	 P.M.
7:18	 Goosebay Turnaround	 4:23
7:22	 Cameron	 4:17
7:25	 Duck Creek Rd	 4:14
7:28	 Chamberlain	 4:12
7:30	 Gurnett Creek Rd	 4:11
7:31	 Dry Gulch Rd.	 4:05
7:32	 Bruins/ Canton Church	 4:03
7:33	 Campbell	 4:02
7:34	 McCauley	 4:02
7:35	 Ray Creek Rd	 4:01
7:36	 Braaten (Sod Works)	 3:59
7:37	 Cottonwood Rd	 3:58
7:38	 Anderson	 3:57
7:39	 Copperdale Rd	 3:56
7:40	 Windy Meadow Rd	 3:55
7:41	 Stony Trail	 3:55

7:42	 Delger Rd	 3:54
7:44	 Moos	 3:54
7:46	 Maughan	 3:54
7:47	 Diamond Gulch Rd	 3:49
7:48	 Lohr's Turnaround	 3:49
7:50	 Sand Hill Ln	 3:50
7:55	 Hughes	 3:51
7:56	 Sullivan Ridgeway	 3:52
7:57	 Sharon Loop	 3:47
7:58	 Fireside Trailer Court	 3:46
7:59	 Woodchuck Loop	 3:44
8:01	 School	 3:40

#3 DEEP CREEK BUS ROUTE TIMES

A.M.	 STOP	 P.M.
7:13	 Hwy 12 Turnout	 4:24
7:20	 777 Hwy 12	 4:24
7:22	 Clopton Ln	 4:22
7:22	 641 Hwy 12	 4:19
7:22	 610 Hwy 12	 4:28
7:28	 472 Lower Deep Creek	 4:16
7:29	 431 Lower Deep Creek	 4:11
7:33	 10 Litening Barn	 4:10
7:35	 Lower Litening Barn (Bird)	 4:08
7:36	 81 Litening Barn	 3:56
7:40	 Flynn/Beatty (Flynn Ln)	 4:01
7:42	 Greyson Creek	 4:03
7:45	 Wickens/Richtmyer	 4:06
7:49	 Deep Creek Estates	 3:53
7:50	 80 Jack Farm Rd	 3:51

7:52	 20 Jack Farm Rd	 3:49
8:00	 School	 3:40

#4 RADERSBURG BUS ROUTE TIMES

A.M.	 STOP	 P.M.
7:04	 Hossfeld	 4:04
7:05	 Williams	 4:05
7:08	 Crow Creek Schoolhouse	 4:08
7:09	 Hensley	 4:09
7:09	 Kitto	 4:09
7:12	 Sanderson	 4:12
7:20	 Mill Rd	 4:20
7:22	 Williams Turnaround	 4:22
7:24	 Carpenter	 4:20
7:26	 Parker Loop	 4:17
7:27	 One Horse	 4:14
7:30	 Lewis/Kitto	 4:30
7:33	 Ferrat/ River Rd	 4:33
7:38	 Bunkhouse	 3:55
7:43	 Harper (pickup only)	
7:50	 School	 3:40

#5 TOSTON BUS ROUTE TIMES

A.M.	 STOP	 P.M.
7:05	 Toston Post Office	 4:15
7:08	 Flynn	 4:18
7:09	 Folkvord	 4:19
7:15	 Dry Hollow	 4:21

7:17	 Diehl	 4:22
7:19	 351 Flynn	 4:23
7:20	 Dry Creek	 4:24
7:22	 Shelley Rd (Scoffield)	 4:29
7:28	 Hahn	 4:32
7:31	 Town	 4:02
7:38	 Lakeview	 3:47
7:41	 Antelope	 3:50
7:44	 Valley	 3:52
7:45	 Whitehorse	 3:53
7:47	 Midway	 3:55
7:50	 Springville	 3:58
8:00	 School	 3:40

#6 ROUTE TIMES

A.M.	 STOP	 P.M.
8:10	 Antelope	 3:10
8:20	 Springville 	 3:15
8:35	 School	 3:25

TOWNSEND SCHOOL BUS 
INFORMATION 2022–2023

Townsend School Offices: (406) 441-3430

Contractor:
Bulldog Bus lines, Jeremy Rice 
Bulldogbuslinesllc@gmail.com
(406) 439-8197

Transportation Director: 
Superintendent, Susie Hedalen
shedalen@townsend.k12.mt.us
(406) 441-3454

The only place 
where success 
comes before 

work is in the 
dictionary.

Vidal Sassoon
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1. GEOGRAPHY: How 
many independent countries 
are in Africa today?
2. TELEVISION: What was 
the name of the hospital in 
the sitcom “Scrubs”?
3. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: The secret govern-
ment site called Area 51 is 
located in which U.S. state?
4. ANATOMY: What is the 
rarest human blood type?
5. HISTORY: Demolition 
of the Berlin Wall started 
in which year?
6. LANGUAGE: What is a 
polyglot?
7. MOVIES: In which Dis-
ney animated movie does the 
character Maleficent appear?
8. U.S. PRESIDENTS: What 
kind of crop did Jimmy 
Carter raise as a farmer?
9. MUSIC: Which instru-
ment is Bartolomeo Cristo-
fori credited with inventing?
10. ANIMAL KINGDOM: 
What do you call a group of 
horses or ponies that is used 
or owned by one person?

Answers
1. 54.
2. Sacred Heart.
3. Nevada.
4. AB negative.
5. 1989.
6. A person who can speak 
multiple languages.
7. “Sleeping Beauty.”
8. Peanuts.
9. The piano.
10. A string.

(c) 2022 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

1. Bullet Train	 (R)
Brad Pitt, Joey King

2. Top Gun: Maverick	(PG-13)
Tom Cruise, Jennifer Connelly

3. DC League of Super-
Pets	 (PG)

Dwayne Johnson, Kevin Hart

4. Thor: Love and Thun-
der	 (PG-13)

Chris Hemsworth, 
Natalie Portman

5. Nope	 (R)
Daniel Kaluuya, Keke Palmer

6. Minions: The Rise of 
Gru	 (PG)

Steve Carell, Pierre Coffin

7. Where the Crawdads 
Sing	 (PG-13)

Daisy Edgar-Jones, 
Taylor John Smith

8. Bodies Bodies Bodies	(R)
Amandla Stenberg, 

Maria Bakalova

9. Elvis	 (PG-13)
Austin Butler, Tom Hanks

10. Fall	 (PG-13)
Grace Caroline Currey, 

Virginia Gardner

(c) 2022 King Features
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LINUX – THE KID FROM THE 
PEANUTS CARTOON?

Victor Sample

No, Linux is not the kid from the Peanuts 
Cartoon. Linux is an operating system 
like Windows or Apple’s MacOS.

You have probably never heard of Linux and you 
may be wondering why you would even want to know 
about it. Learning a little bit about Linux may save you 
money if your computer is getting old OR if Microsoft 
won’t let you upgrade your computer from Windows 
10 to Windows 11.

In the late 1960s, Bell Labs (if you are old enough 
you can still remember the Bell Phone Companies) was 
working on a new, monolithic operating system they 
called Minix. By 1969, Bell Labs realized that the huge 
operating system they were developing was too big to 
work. However, a couple of the engineers working on 
it created a smaller version of the operating system and 
were able to run it on a Digital Equipment Corporation 
PDP computer. They called the system UNIX.

Digital Equipment Corporation was successful in 
selling their PDP computers running Unix to universities 
and colleges. Many of the computer science students 
in the 1970s and 1980s learned computing on a Unix 
system. HP, Sun Microsystems and even IBM began 
making computers that ran Unix.

A Finnish computer student, named Linus Torvald, 
loved working on Unix systems, but there were no PCs 
that ran Unix. So, in the early 1990s, Torvald began 
writing his own “clone” of the Unix operating system that 
would run on a PC. In a play on words, Linus Torvald 
called his operating system Linux: a combination of 
his name and Unix.

A lot of computer engineers and hobbyists loved the 
idea and since Linux was free they started installing it 
on their PCs and running Linux instead of Windows. 
Linux has continued to grow and now runs on PCs and 
Macintosh computers. Many web servers around the 
world are running on Linux.

The Android operating system, used on the majority 
of smartphones, is a variation of Linux. Chrome OS 
is also a variation of Linux. Many devices, like Dish 
Networks DVR, run variations of Linux.

Compared to Windows or MacOS, Linux is smaller 
and requires fewer computer resources. Over the years 
Windows has kept growing and requires bigger, faster 
computers. Many people have abandoned perfectly 
good older PCs and laptops because Windows became 
too slow.

Linux works well on even older PCs and laptops.
If you have an older PC and are considering get-

ting a new one, you might consider switching from 
Windows to Linux. Microsoft will not let you install 
Windows 11 on many computers only a few years old. 
Eventually, Windows 10 will become obsolete and 
will not be compatible with new technologies. Again, 
Linux will run on those machines and will allow you 
to keep current.

And Linux is FREE!
Why isn’t everyone moving to use Linux? Because 

change is hard. Learning to use a new operating system 
is not easy; but, if you are adventurous you might find 
that Linux solves a lot of problems for you!

Elkhorn Community Fellowship, 126 N Cedar St. 
Townsend. Services: Sunday, 11:00 a.m. Pastor Eric 
Crusch, 949-0183.

Faith Baptist Church, 5 Jack Farm Rd. Townsend. 
Services: Sunday, Sunday School, 10:00 a.m. Morn-
ing Service, 11:00 a.m. Evening Service, 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer, 7:00 p.m. Pastor 
Mike Wenzel, 266-4219.

Holy Cross Catholic Church, 101 S. Walnut St. 
Townsend. Mass: Wednesday, 9:00 a.m., Thursday, 
9:00 a.m., Saturday, 5:00 p.m. Sunday, 8:00 a.m. 
Adoration: Tuesday, 5:30 p.m., Wednesday, 9:30 
a.m. Reconciliation: Saturday, 5:15–5:45 p.m. or by 
appt. Rel. Ed. classes: Pre-K–5th Grade, Wednesday, 
5:00–6:30 p.m. Middle & High School grades, 
Wednesday, 6:15–8:30 p.m. Adult classes, Thursday, 
7:00 p.m. Father Cody Williams, 266-4811 or office@
holycrossmt.org.

Mountain Valley Church of the Christian and 
Missionary Alliance (CMA), 110 E Street Townsend. 
Services: Sunday, 10:00 a.m. Kids ministry during 
Sunday services. Life groups meet during the week. 
Pastor Eric Krueger, 465-5895. MountainValley-
Church.org. We stream our services on Facebook: 
Facebook.com/mountainValleyChurch406. (Was 
Alliance Bible Church.)

Radersburg Baptist Church, 7 Main St. Radersburg. 
Services: Sunday: Sunday School, 9:45 a.m., Worship, 
11:00 a.m. Pastor Richard Summerlin, 410-0458.

Set Free Christian Fellowship, meets at the Bridge 
at 107 E street (PO Box 1163), Townsend. Services: 
Sunday service at 9:30 a.m. Set free recovery Sunday, 
7:00 p.m. Bible study, Thursday, 7:00 p.m. Pastors 
Bill and Carol Bergstad, (406) 461-0135.

Seventh Day Adventist Church, 200 N. Cedar 
St. Townsend. Services: Saturday, 9:30 a.m., Bible 
study, 10:30 a.m. Pastor John Witcombe, 594-1710 
or 431-2810.

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church ELCA 
Synod, 301 N. Cherry St. Townsend. Services: Sunday, 
9:30 a.m. Women of the ELCA meet second Tuesday 
every month at 6:00 PM. Bible Studies meet weekly. 
Call Pastor Anna Viehland for more information, at 
(406) 272-2352.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 916 
Broadway St. Townsend. Choir Practice, Sunday, 8:30 
a.m. Services: Sunday, 9:30 a.m. Christian education, 
Sunday, 10:40 a.m. Youth activities Wednesday, 6:30 
p.m. Family History Center, Tuesday, 6:00–9:00 p.m. 
or by appt. (Director Rebecca Mitchell, 980-0270). 
Bishop Matt Graham, 266-4255.

Townsend United Methodist Church, 200 N. Cedar 
St. Townsend. Services: Sunday, 9:00 a.m. Pastor 
Daniel Viehland, 266-3390. TownsendUMC.org.

Trailhead Christian Fellowship, 20 Trailhead View 
Dr. Townsend (5 mi. north of Townsend). Sunday 
School and Christian Education, Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 
Services Sunday, 10:00 a.m. Middle School youth 
group, Wednesday, 6:30–8:00 p.m. Pastor Mark 
Roelofs, 266-4406 or info@ trailheadchristianchurch.
com, www.TrailheadChristianChurch.com.

Our Walk
  In Faith
Our Walk
  In Faith

To be listed in this calendar send email to News@MT43News.com

August 26

Jim Foster
5:00 p.m. @ Canton 

Church

August 29

First day of JH Practice
K-5 Ice Cream Social 
@ 5:30 p.m., Freshman 
Orientation @ 6:30 p.m.

August 30

First Day of School

September 1
Townsend Farmer’s Mar-
ket 3:00 p.m.–6:00 p.m.
HSVB vs Whitehall @ 

4:00 p.m.

September 2
JVFB vs Florence @ 3:00 
p.m., HSFB vs Florence 

@ 7:00 p.m.

September 3
Montana Saddle Club 
Association O-Mok-See 

@ the Fairgrounds

September 4
Montana Saddle Club 
Association O-Mok-See 

@ the Fairgrounds

September 5

Labor Day

September 6
JHVB vs Anaconda @ 

4:00 p.m.

September 8
Townsend Farmer’s Mar-
ket 3:00 p.m.–6:00 p.m.
JHVB vs Belgrade @ 

4:00 p.m.

September 9
HSFB vs Three Forks @ 

7:00 p.m.

September 10

Preparedness Fair
LDS Church (916 Broad-
way) @ 9:00 a.m. Host 

Christine Graham.

Water Bath 101: 
Salsa Edition

Canning classes in Three 
Forks (Wheatland) 
8:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m.; 
Townsend 1:00 p.m.–4:00 
p.m. $15 fee & RSVP 
required: 406-266-9242

September 11

Patriot Day Parade on 
Broadway @ 11:00 a.m.

Church Picnic
Shepherd of the Valley 
Lutheran Church picnic, 
3:30 p.m. at Heritage Park

September 12
JHFB vs Three Forks @ 

6:00 p.m.

September 13
School Board Meeting @ 

6:00 p.m.

September 15
Townsend Farmer’s Mar-
ket 3:00 p.m.–6:00 p.m.
JHVB vs Whitehall @ 

4:00 p.m.

September 18
Comedy Night at Can-
yon Ferry Brewing 6:00 

p.m.–9:00 p.m.

September 19
JVFB vs Manhattan @ 

4:00 p.m.
JHFB vs Manhattan @ 

6:00 p.m.

September 22
Townsend Farmer’s Mar-
ket 3:00 p.m.–6:00 p.m.
HSVB vs Manhattan @ 

4:00 p.m.

September 24
HSVB vs Fairfield @ 1:00 

p.m.

September 26
JVFB vs Jefferson @ 4:00 

p.m.
JHFB vs Jefferson @ 6:00 

p.m.

September 29

School Picture Day
Townsend Farmer’s Mar-
ket 3:00 p.m.–6:00 p.m.

September 30

Q1 Midterm

Fall Fest

Senior Night!
HSFB vs Whitehall @ 

7:00 p.m.

October 1

Fall Fest

October 2

Fall Fest

Community
  Calendar
Community
  Calendar

Senior
  Center
Senior
  Center

Senior Center 
Menu August 29–

September 2

Monday, August 29
Baked Ham
Scalloped Potatoes
Garden Peas
Carrot Raisin Salad
Spiced Apples

Tuesday, August 30
Sloppy Joes on a Bun
Baked Beans
Creamy Coleslaw
Juicy Pears
Dessert

Wednesday, August 31
Roasted Turkey
Mashed Potatoes
Green Beans
Whole Grain Bread
Plump Peaches

Thursday, Sept. 1
BBQ Pork Sandwich
Potato Salad
Pickled Beets
Cinnamon Applesauce

Friday, Sept. 2
Salisbury Steak
Steamed Potatoes
California Blend
Carrot Raisin Salad
Mandarin Oranges

Tech
  Talk
Tech
  Talk

Overhead, all night during the summer is the 
asterism we call The Summer Triangle. The Summer 
Triangle is three bright stars, Vega, Deneb and Altair; 
they are the brightest stars in Lyra, Cygnus and Aquila, 
respectively. Vega is almost directly overhead so is 
the easiest to spot. Deneb can be found to the lower 
left of Vega, Altair is the lowest in the sky.

Once you see the Summer Triangle you'll never 
have a problem finding it again. It's always a wonderful 
sight on a warm summer night with the Milky Way 
dominant right through the middle.

With clear skies, of course.

can be seen overnight. Saturn rises around 8:00 p.m. 
and can be seen all night. Jupiter follows at 9:30 p.m. 
and Mars rises about midnight. Of course, "rising" 
actually means that the rotation of Earth makes the 
planets appear to rise in the night sky.

Mercury and Venus are going to be too near to the 
Sun to see.

Summer is the best time of the year to see the full 
glory of the Milky Way, especially on these nights when 
we have no visible Moon. The river of stars overhead are 
best viewed with the unaided eye so our field of view 
isn't curtailed at all. Binoculars still provide a decent 
amount of sky and will bring out many more stars.

MILKY WAY, from page 3

CHURCH PICNIC
Sunday September 11, 3:30 p.m., Heritage Park

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church is hosting an 
Old-Fashioned Church picnic with food, games and 
music, Sunday, September 11, at 3:30 p.m. at Heritage 
Park. Along with our regular members, we are inviting 
anyone new to the community and anyone who just 
wants to “get back” to church.

If you are interested in learning about what SVLC has 

to offer, we welcome you 
to join us Sunday mornings 
at 9:30 a.m. for services at 
301 N Cherry St. If you find 
you would like to join us in 
this fellowship, please add 
your name to the reservation 
list if you plan to attend the 
picnic; or you may call Carol at (406) 521-0386. We 
must have your reservation by September 6th.
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This Week in HistoryThis Week in History

by Linda Huth

Sponsored by

The Broadwater County Historical Society

& The Cotter Foundation

Sponsored by

The Broadwater County Historical Society

& The Cotter Foundation

YesteryearYesteryear

August 25, 1938

4-H Achievement Day Festivities Postponed to Stop 
Spread of Disease, One Case of Meningitis Reported
The annual Achievement Day for the 4-H clubs of the 
county, which was to have been held this Saturday, 
has been postponed, according to Mrs. W.G. Kirscher, 
president of the county’s 4-H Club Council. Mrs. Kirscher 
pointed out that with the one case of meningitis in town, 
the council thought it advisable to seek advice from 
the health authorities and co-operate in forestalling the 
spread of the disease, if possible. Health Officer Frank 
P. Nash advised that the postponement of the affair 
would be advisable for a few weeks, and it is thought 
the program will be carried out in about one month.

The condition of Miss Joan McCarthy, 16-year-old 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. F.G. McCarthy, now suffer-
ing from spinal meningitis, is improved. She has been 
seriously ill at her home here for the past ten days. The 
house is under a strict quarantine and so far, no other 
case has been reported.

One case of scarlet fever was reported during the 
week. Boyce Robbins is practically recovered from a 
light case of this disease.

The whooping cough epidemic is under control, 
according to Dr. F. P. Nash, health officer.

1949

Swimming Classes to Close Saturday Tommy Jenkins Says
Swimming classes are being held at the Missouri River 
bridge and the attendance for this class hit an all-time 
high Monday with 127 children checked in and out 
according to Tommy Jenkins, who is conducting the 
classes.

The classes will end Saturday, August 17, Mr. Jenkins 
said and he wishes to thank the following high school 
boys for their help in watching the children: Kenny 
Marcott and Donny Clare.

He also said he wished to thank Ted Kieckbusch 
for letting them use his planks for the diving boards.

Toston News
Bert Quinn entertained a large number of relatives and 
friends at a lawn picnic at the home on Wednesday 
afternoon of last week. Present were Mrs. Clarence 
Berberet of Portland, Ore., Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Tiddy and 
family of Butte, Mr. and Mrs. Ray Austin and family of 
Helena, Mr. and Mrs. Casey and Mr. and Mrs. J. Farley 
of East Helena, Mr. and Mrs. Bill Berberet and family, 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Quinn and family of Townsend, John 
McCullough, Frank Ross and Mrs. Ed Talbot.

Little Miss Lee Ann Wilcox celebrated her fifth 
birthday Wednesday afternoon by entertaining ten of 
her friends at a birthday party. Those who attended 
were Linda Belknap, Billy Cole, Bobby Flynn, Jean-
nie Greaves, Joyce and Judy Johnson, Gary Smith, 

Cheryl and Jimmy Thompson and Alan Wilcox. After 
an afternoon of games, the guests presented Lee Ann 
with gifts and refreshments were served by her mother.

1955

Toston Overpass Spanning River & R.R. Opened
The Montana Highway Department opened the newly 
completed Toston Bridge to U.S. Highway 10 traffic 
Saturday.

Highway officials said the $625,000 bridge over 
the Missouri River was built to replace the hazardous, 
15-foot wide bridge that had bottlenecked U.S. 10 traffic 
for a number of years. In addition, the structure forms 
an overpass over the Northern Pacific railway tracks. 
In the past, the railway crossed the highway at one end 
of the bridge creating a traffic hazard.

Officials said the $625,000 cost included grading work, 
bridge construction and erection of the overpass. Two 
separate contracts were let on the bridge and overpass

Anyone stopping in Toston will double back off 
highway 10, a distance of about a quarter of a mile.

Frank Byers has erected a new building on the 
highway to house his bar, the Red Rooster, and moved 
from Toston to the new location the first of the week.

1966

Local News
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Peters and sons left Saturday for 
Conrad where they will make their home. Mr. Peters 
has accepted a teaching position in the Conrad schools 
for the coming school year.

Gary and Tony Kaul and Mike Ragen were in Salt 
Lake City over the weekend.

Ronald and F.L. Olsen have taken their racehorses 
to Missoula where they will race in the fair this week.

Mr. and Mrs. David Wake and family returned home 
Friday from Farmington Ill. where Mrs. Wake and the 
children had stayed with Mr. Wake’s parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Richard Wake, while Dave attended school at 
Champaign Ill. He was enrolled at the University of 
Illinois where he attended the National Science Founda-
tion Summer Institute with modern math as his course.

Fighter Squadron One Five One
Fleet Post Office

San Francisco, Calif. 96601

12 July 1966

Dear Editor:

The hard fighting Vigilantes of Fighter 

Squadron 151 take a great deal of pleasure 

in announcing the selection of Miss Candace 

Diane Davis as our Tonkin Gulf girl of 

the month. Her sweet visage is a welcome 

companion through the flak ridden skies 

of north Viet Nam.

We ask that you 

present the enclosed 

squadron patch and 

charm to Miss Davis 

as a remembrance. 

May success follow 

her in her academic 

endeavors at Western 

Montana College.

The Townsend Star 

comes to us weekly 

through one of our 

fellow officers, Lt. jg. Bradley C. White. 

This weekly has caused Townsend, Montana 

to become for us, in the Thorton Wilder 

sense, “Our Town”.

Sincerely,

The Officers of VF1151

1977

Radersburg News
Jane Bottler and Lola Ricketts attended the Blood 
Pressure clinic held at the Senior Citizen Center a 
week ago. Mrs. Mary Grandchamp accompanied them 
to Townsend.

Debbie and Alan Smith got their trailer house today, 
Monday, after two weeks of long hours and hard work 
putting in water line and septic tank and hauling dirt 
away, not far to haul; George Hough needed it for fill 
around his place.

Mrs. Minnie Heisey and Mrs. Leslie Parks of Helena 
were Radersburg visitors one day last week. Leslie took 
her brother, Bill Holdaway, to town for shopping and 
Minnie visited with Oppie and Me.

Saturday, July 16, the Williams Brothers, Doc and 
John, took cattle to the Holdaway place for summer 
pasture. A picnic lunch was enjoyed at the new cabin 
site by most everyone.

Bea (Harris) Baker and her husband, of Santa 
Monica, Cal., left the Houghs after spending some time 
in Radersburg and headed for Helena and Butte. They 
visited with Mr. and Mrs. Bob Cobban and family of 
Winston. Then with Mr. and Mrs. Ronnie Barraugh 
of Helena.

They were in Billings to visit her sister, Bobby Ann 
and family before returning home. Mrs. Hough received 
a letter on Monday that they had made it home safely.

Patti Ragen Schwisow, who is staying with her 
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. John Williams, while her 
husband is in school for the summer, left Thursday for 
Missoula to attend a wedding Saturday of a friend. She 
came home Sunday.

CHARITY DILLON – 
OLD WOMAN’S GRAVE

Victor Sample

The “Old Woman’s Grave” road runs from 
where it splits from River Road to MT 
Hwy 285, just east of Radersburg. The 
road was the original stage line route from Springville 
(near the Cook Mansion) to Radersburg and was part 
of the major route from Helena to Radersburg.

Along the road, nestled in the Limestone Hills, was 
the home of the woman known as Charity Dillon. Her 
home was not a stagecoach way station, but a favorite 
stop for travelers on the road. Whether it was for a meal, 
a drink of water from the spring (or perhaps a little 
stronger drink), everyone was welcomed by Charity.

Charity Dillon has become a legend in Broadwater 
County although very little is actually known about 
her. The most common lore regarding Charity Dillon 
is that she was born in Missouri as Priscilla Allen and 
became engaged to a young man who decided to go 
west to seek his fortune. He promised to return to her 
after creating a life for them in the west.

He never returned.
Priscilla Allen decided to go west and search for her 

fiancé. Lore has it that traveling alone by horseback, 
she arrived in Diamond City in 1866. From Diamond 
City, Priscilla traveled to Radersburg, where she found 
her fiancé happily married to another woman and with 
2 children. The courageous Priscilla did not want to 
upset her former fiancé's life but she still loved him and 
wanted to be nearby. So, she built a four-room cabin 
on the stage line between Radersburg and Springville. 
Legend has it she became known as “Charity” because 
of her famed kindness to travelers.

Charity Dillon was found dead by a traveler stopping 
at her cabin in February 1870. According to a small 
squib in the Helena Herald on February 25, 1870:

“Found Dead: We have received a letter from a 
well-known citizen of Springville, Meagher County, 
stating that a man by the name of John Boyce, arrived 
in town on the evening of the 23rd and reported that 
he had found dead in her house a woman by the name 
of Charity Allen.”

She was buried alongside the road near her cabin. 
The site became known as the “Old Woman’s Grave” 
despite the fact that she was quite young. Various accounts 
give her age as 25, 30 or 32 years old. Today there is 
a marble stone and a cross marking her grave site just 
off the west side of the “Old Woman’s Grave Road”.

Charity Dillon remains a mystery! No one seems 
to know why she was known as Charity Dillon or even 
how old she was when she died. Some people think 
she was an alcoholic and drank herself to death. Other 
accounts attribute her death to food poisoning. Despite 
the account in the Helena Herald, the “Old Woman’s 
Grave” headstone says she died in 1872.

Her story has fascinated local people and visitors 
alike for 150 years!

“In biologist and former Glacier National Park ranger Catherine Raven’s
hands, the story—of isolation and tender friendship with a wild fox—feels

new. …Her memoir reminds us that connection to the natural world comes
in many forms.” –Time Magazine, Summer Reading Pick

Join us in welcoming
Dr. Catherine Raven!

Sunday
August 28th
@1:30 pm 

 

Raven will discuss her path to publication and writing process
and read from her bestselling memoir, FOX & I.

Old Woman’s Grave marker. Credit: Vic Sample.
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SECTION 00100 INVITATION TO BID

Separate sealed bids for construction of the Broadwater County 
Fairgrounds Restrooms and Wastewater Improvements will 
be received by Broadwater County at 515 Broadway Street, 
Townsend, MT 59644 until 5:00 p.m. local time on Tuesday, 
September 6, 2022, and then publicly opened and read aloud 
on September 7, 2022, at 10:15 a.m. local time at the regular 
Commissioners meeting.

The project would include an approximate 815 square foot 
expansion of the existing 4-H Building on the north side of the 
building. The addition includes new bathrooms, foyer, concrete 
foundation and pads, overhead door, electrical, plumbing, and 
mechanical improvements. The wastewater component of the 
project consists of installing a new collection system, septic 
tank, dosing tank, and drainfield.

Digital copies of the Bidding Documents are available at 
www.greatwesteng.com or www.questcdn.com for a fee of $20.00. 
These documents may be downloaded by selecting this project 
from the “Current Projects Bidding” tab. The contract documents, 
consisting of half-size Drawings and Project Manual, may be 
examined or obtained at the office of Great West Engineering, 
located at 2501 Belt View Drive, Helena, MT 59601, phone 
406-449-8627 in accordance with Article 2.1 of Instructions to 
Bidders. Required fee of $50 per set, which is not refundable.

In addition, the Drawings and Project Manual may also be 
examined at the following locations: Butte Builders Exchange, 
Great Falls Builders Exchange, Bozeman Plan Exchange, 
Helena Copy Center.

There will be a Pre-Bid Conference at the Broadwater County 
Fairgrounds 4-H Building at 189 US Hwy 12 E, Townsend, MT 
at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday August 23, 2022. Interested Contractors 
are encouraged to attend.

Contractor and any of the Contractor’s Subcontractors bidding 
or doing work on this project will be required to be registered 
with the Montana Department of Labor and Industry (DLI). 
Forms for registration are available from the Department of 
Labor and Industry, PO Box 8011, 1805 Prospect, Helena MT 
59604-8011. Information on registration can be obtained by 
calling (406) 444-7734. All laborers and mechanics employed 
by Contractor or Subcontractors in performance of the construc-
tion work shall be paid wages at rates as required by Montana 
Prevailing Wages. The Contractor must ensure that employees 
and applicants for employment are not discriminated against 
because of their race, color, religion, sex or national origin.

Each bid or proposal must be accompanied by a Certified 
Check, Cashier’s Check, or Bid Bond payable to Broadwater 
County, in an amount not less than ten percent (10%) of the 
total amount of the bid. Successful Bidders shall furnish an ap-
proved Performance Bond and a Labor and Materials Payment 
Bond, each in the amount of one hundred percent (100%) of 
the contract amount. Insurance, as required, shall be provided 
by the successful Bidder(s) and a certificate(s) of that insurance 
shall be provided.

This project is funded in part or in whole with grant/loan 
funding from American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (PUB.L. No. 
117-2) allocated to the State of Montana by the U.S. Treasury 
Department.

Award of the project will be contingent upon receiving fund-
ing and award concurrence from Montana Governor Gianforte 
(HB 632) and DNRC. Bids may only be withdrawn as provided 
in Section 16.02 of the

Instructions to Bidders after the scheduled time for the 
public opening of bids.

The right is reserved to reject any or all proposals received, 
to waive informalities, to postpone the award of the contract 
for a period not to exceed sixty (60) days, and to accept the 
lowest responsive and responsible bid that is in the best interest 
of the Owner.

Broadwater County is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
Published at Helena IR, Broadwater County News, Montana 
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Broadwater County Commission

515 Broadway Street
Townsend, MT 59644

END OF SECTION

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

Request for Proposal Notice is hereby given that Broadwater 
County Commissioners are requesting proposals for the design, 
supply and construction of a pre-engineered metal building 
canopy located at the Broadwater County fairgrounds, 189 
US Hwy 12E.

Design/install criteria: Meet all current IBC codes for this 
location:

•	  Pre-Engineered Metal Building Canopy to cover 80’ X 100’
•	 25’, +/- 6“ bay spacing. No X Bracing in bays, must have 

clear pass through
•	 16’, +/- 6” open sidewall height 360 degrees
•	 Low slope roof not to exceed 2.5“/12”
•	 Metal roofing gauge no smaller than 26 ga pre-finished
•	  All steel members to be fully primed ready for paint
•	 All footings and foundations included in the design and 

construction proposal
•	 Miscellaneous cleanup and disturbed area grading to be 

included in proposal
•	 No doors required
•	 No insulation required
•	 No utilities to be installed

Ground work and foundation to be completed prior to building 
arrival. It shall be the responsibility of the successful proposer 
to obtain all licenses and permits, as required, to complete this 
project at no additional cost to the County. Completion date no 
later than July 1, 2023.

LOCAL CANNING 
CLASS OFFERED

Allison Kosto
MSU Broadwater County 
Extension Agent

‘Tis the season where we can enjoy the 
bounty from our gardens! It always seems like all garden 
produce matures at the same time, and we have more 
than we can eat. However, there are several options 
for food preservation including canning, freezing and 
drying, so you can enjoy your homegrown produce 
year round.

MSU Extension in Broadwater County is offering a 
food preservation class, Water Bath 101: Salsa Edition, 

on Saturday, September 10. Water bath canning can be 
used for high acid foods such as fruits, some tomatoes 
and most pickled products. The class will be offered 
near Three Forks, from 8:30 a.m.-11:30.a.m. and again 
in the afternoon in Townsend from 1:00 p.m.-4:00 pm.

Class size is limited so register early! The cost is $15 
per person. This is a hands-on class and participants will 
get to take home a jar of salsa. The class is taught by 
MSU Extension Food & Nutrition Specialist, Brianna 
Routh. Registration closes on September 1.

Why is it important to learn to properly can? A few 
years ago there was a botulism outbreak in Ohio at a 
church potluck dinner. There were twenty confirmed 
cases of botulism and one woman died. The cause? 
Home canned potatoes used in a potato salad. Botulism 
is caused by a toxin that can grow and reproduce in 
improperly processed home-canned foods. The USDA 
has done considerable research on how to prevent this 
food-borne illness and has developed guidelines for 
safe home canning.

Understanding the type of produce you are can-
ning is the first step to successful canning. There are 
two types of canning, pressure canning and water 
bath. Low acid foods such as vegetables (except most 
tomatoes), meats, poultry and fish require a pressure 
canner. Acidity is essential to prevent botulism. These 
foods do not have much natural acid, so they must be 
processed at higher temperatures and pressures that can 
only be achieved by pressure canners. Even though this 

class doesn’t specifically cover pressure canners, there 
will be an opportunity for question and answer on any 
food preservation method with Dr. Routh. High acid 
foods include fruits and properly acidified tomatoes 
and pickled products. These products can be canned 
using the water bath method, which will be covered 
in the class.

Another important factor for canning is elevation. 
Water boils at 212 degrees Fahrenheit at sea level, but 
boils at a much lower temperature at higher altitudes. As 
you move up in elevation, you must adjust the process-
ing times and pressures for your canners. Both water 
bath and pressure canners need to be adjusted at 4,000 
feet. This county varies in elevation from Townsend at 
3,842 feet to Winston at 4,360. There are several online 
applications that can help you determine your elevation.

Be cautious about where you get recipes. There are 
many ideas on Pinterest and blogs. However, unless it 
has been tested by USDA, you cannot guarantee that 
a recipe meets the standards to prevent the botulism 
bacteria.

Pressure canner gauges should be checked at least 
once a year. This is a free service provided by MSU 
Extension. Simply bring your lid to the office to have 
it tested. For more information or to RSVP to the class, 
contact 406-266-9242 or broadwater@montana.edu. 

THREE FORKS ADVANCES TOWARDS 
FLOOD MITIGATION PROJECT

Eliza McLaughlin

The Federal Emergency Management Agency in Denver 
has selected Three Forks for further review before 
awarding the town a Flood Mitigation Assistance Grant, 
which would fund most of the city’s project.

Being selected for further review brings Three 
Forks one step closer to a $4.15 million grant, which 
will cover 75% of the town’s project costs. Three Forks 
City Treasurer Kelly Smith told The Voice that while 
receiving the award is unofficial, “it does look good.” 
During the city council’s Aug. 9 meeting, the council 
was informed that Jeremiah Theys, a Natural Resources 
Business Unit manager at Great West Engineering, 
had never seen an application this far into the process 
get denied.

Smith went on to explain that if there aren’t any 
issues, the city can expect to receive an award in early 
2023. “We do plan to keep moving forward with the 
project,” she said.

Work to receive this grant has been in the works for 
more than two years, according to comments made at 
the August 9 city council meeting.

Completion of Three Forks Area Flood Mitigation 
Project will help protect 1,000 structures from the effects 
of flooding while offering benefits such as protection 

from wildfires and drought. Additionally, the flood 
mitigation project will eliminate the need for flood 
insurance on several properties and alleviate building 
restrictions and codes in the current flood area.

These benefits offer cost savings to citizens, which 
would offset the possibility of a tax imposed to fund 
the remaining 25% of the project.

Although the city of Three Forks is one step closer to 
receiving the award, completion of the project is still a 
ways off. During the Aug. 9 city council meeting, Smith 
informed the council that “It’s still going to take years, 
but at least we know … we have the funds.”

The council has also made headway on the city water 
project and is currently waiting for the Department of 
Environmental Quality to permit Well 6A. While the 
DEQ attempts to fast track the approval process, the 
council was advised that the new well may not resolve 
the town’s water supply and demand problems.

SCHOOL PURCHASES NEW BUSES, 
SEEKS OTHER EQUIPMENT

Eliza McLaughlin

The Three Forks School 
Board approved the pur-
chase of two new school 
buses and tabled discus-
sion on whether or not to 

purchase grounds maintenance equipment during its 
August 16 meeting.

The new buses will cost the district approximately 
$225,000. The district plans to supplement the cost of 
the two buses by trading in three from its current fleet for 
$86,100, leaving a $138,500 bill for the district to cover.

Three Forks School District Superintendent Rhonda 
Uthlaut said the district could cover the cost using funds 
in the transportation account and the extra income from 
the depreciation fund added by the new buses.

“All our buses would be updated to basically new,” 
Three Forks Transportation Manager Craig Potts said.

Two of the three buses approved for trade-in have 
“depreciated out,” while the third bus has given the 
school quite a headache. When the district purchased the 
third bus in 2019 with no warranty, they were unaware 
that its rear-end pusher motor made it unsuitable for 
gravel roads. Four radiator replacements later, Potts is 
ready for a change.

“I either keep getting it repaired all the time, or 
we discard it now,” Potts told the board. “It’s a good 
built bus, but it’s really good at throwing rocks into 
the radiator.”

Currently, the bus only has 25,000 miles, which 
Potts said have accumulated mostly from driving it to 
and from repairs.

The new buses will include warranties, much to 
Potts’ and the district’s relief.

Trustees voiced concerns that by trading three buses 
for two, they would be short a bus and be limited in the 
number of routes they could fill. Potts assured the board 
that the trade would leave the district with two spare 
buses. “Long story short, we have more than enough 
buses for all of our routes,” Potts said, adding that the 
district’s lack of drivers prevents them from adding 
routes anyways.

Currently, the district has three bus routes and hopes 
to have five. After the trade-in, the district’s fleet will 
contain 6 buses.

Potts also approached the board with a request to 
purchase a skid steer or similar piece of equipment for 
maintenance, such as snow removal, moving bleach-
ers and more. With the recent parking lot and building 
expansion, Potts said, the campus will require twice the 
amount of snow removal as it did before.

Potts received three quotes for potential equipment, 
noting that it was difficult to find used options: A John 
Deere loader for $96,000, an all-wheel skid steer from 
Camp Implement for $86,000 and a tool cat for $80,000.

“None of these things are cheap, unfortunately,” 
Potts told the board, adding that the John Deere loader 
is his preferred option.

While the other options have limited attachments 
and low lifting capacity, the loader can lift more than 
5,600 pounds and works with all skid steer attachments 
such as a bucket, snow blower and forklift hooks.

So far, Potts has borrowed or rented equipment to 
complete tasks around campus.

The school board also discussed the fiscal year 2023 
budget during the August 16 meeting but broke for 
recess until 6:30 p.m. on August 23 since the budget 
isn’t ready for approval yet.

“It is in progress,” Uthlaut said.
The Three Forks School Board then resumed its 

budget discussion and hosted a special meeting for 
other agenda items.
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Townsend School District Job Vacancies
August 12, 2022

•	 Elementary Teacher likely a 5th Grade Position
•	 Custodian
•	 ASL Interpreter
•	 PK-2 Special Education Teacher
•	 Paraprofessionals
•	 Kitchen Aide
•	 Activity bus drivers
•	 Substitute Teachers and Staff
•	 Playground Aide
•	 Part time Adult Education Programming

Legal Notices: GOV:15¢/word, Private: 20¢/word; 25 word minimum

SECTION 00100 INVITATION TO BID

Separate sealed bids for construction of the Broadwater County 
Fairgrounds Restrooms and Wastewater Improvements will 
be received by Broadwater County at 515 Broadway Street, 
Townsend, MT 59644 until 5:00 p.m. local time on Tuesday, 
September 6, 2022, and then publicly opened and read aloud 
on September 7, 2022, at 10:15 a.m. local time at the regular 
Commissioners meeting.

The project would include an approximate 815 square foot 
expansion of the existing 4-H Building on the north side of the 
building. The addition includes new bathrooms, foyer, concrete 
foundation and pads, overhead door, electrical, plumbing, and 
mechanical improvements. The wastewater component of the 
project consists of installing a new collection system, septic 
tank, dosing tank, and drainfield.

Digital copies of the Bidding Documents are available at 
www.greatwesteng.com or www.questcdn.com for a fee of $20.00. 
These documents may be downloaded by selecting this project 
from the “Current Projects Bidding” tab. The contract documents, 
consisting of half-size Drawings and Project Manual, may be 
examined or obtained at the office of Great West Engineering, 
located at 2501 Belt View Drive, Helena, MT 59601, phone 
406-449-8627 in accordance with Article 2.1 of Instructions to 
Bidders. Required fee of $50 per set, which is not refundable.

In addition, the Drawings and Project Manual may also be 
examined at the following locations: Butte Builders Exchange, 
Great Falls Builders Exchange, Bozeman Plan Exchange, 
Helena Copy Center.

There will be a Pre-Bid Conference at the Broadwater County 
Fairgrounds 4-H Building at 189 US Hwy 12 E, Townsend, MT 
at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday August 23, 2022. Interested Contractors 
are encouraged to attend.

Contractor and any of the Contractor’s Subcontractors bidding 
or doing work on this project will be required to be registered 
with the Montana Department of Labor and Industry (DLI). 
Forms for registration are available from the Department of 
Labor and Industry, PO Box 8011, 1805 Prospect, Helena MT 
59604-8011. Information on registration can be obtained by 
calling (406) 444-7734. All laborers and mechanics employed 
by Contractor or Subcontractors in performance of the construc-
tion work shall be paid wages at rates as required by Montana 
Prevailing Wages. The Contractor must ensure that employees 
and applicants for employment are not discriminated against 
because of their race, color, religion, sex or national origin.

Each bid or proposal must be accompanied by a Certified 
Check, Cashier’s Check, or Bid Bond payable to Broadwater 
County, in an amount not less than ten percent (10%) of the 
total amount of the bid. Successful Bidders shall furnish an ap-
proved Performance Bond and a Labor and Materials Payment 
Bond, each in the amount of one hundred percent (100%) of 
the contract amount. Insurance, as required, shall be provided 
by the successful Bidder(s) and a certificate(s) of that insurance 
shall be provided.

This project is funded in part or in whole with grant/loan 
funding from American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (PUB.L. No. 
117-2) allocated to the State of Montana by the U.S. Treasury 
Department.

Award of the project will be contingent upon receiving fund-
ing and award concurrence from Montana Governor Gianforte 
(HB 632) and DNRC. Bids may only be withdrawn as provided 
in Section 16.02 of the

Instructions to Bidders after the scheduled time for the 
public opening of bids.

The right is reserved to reject any or all proposals received, 
to waive informalities, to postpone the award of the contract 
for a period not to exceed sixty (60) days, and to accept the 
lowest responsive and responsible bid that is in the best interest 
of the Owner.

Broadwater County is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
Published at Helena IR, Broadwater County News, Montana 

43 News, Montana, August 12, 19, 26, 2022.
Broadwater County Commission

515 Broadway Street
Townsend, MT 59644

END OF SECTION

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

Request for Proposal Notice is hereby given that Broadwater 
County Commissioners are requesting proposals for the design, 
supply and construction of a pre-engineered metal building 
canopy located at the Broadwater County fairgrounds, 189 
US Hwy 12E.

Design/install criteria: Meet all current IBC codes for this 
location:

•	  Pre-Engineered Metal Building Canopy to cover 80’ X 100’
•	 25’, +/- 6“ bay spacing. No X Bracing in bays, must have 

clear pass through
•	 16’, +/- 6” open sidewall height 360 degrees
•	 Low slope roof not to exceed 2.5“/12”
•	 Metal roofing gauge no smaller than 26 ga pre-finished
•	  All steel members to be fully primed ready for paint
•	 All footings and foundations included in the design and 

construction proposal
•	 Miscellaneous cleanup and disturbed area grading to be 

included in proposal
•	 No doors required
•	 No insulation required
•	 No utilities to be installed

Ground work and foundation to be completed prior to building 
arrival. It shall be the responsibility of the successful proposer 
to obtain all licenses and permits, as required, to complete this 
project at no additional cost to the County. Completion date no 
later than July 1, 2023.

Award will be for a single General Contract which includes 
all work. Broadwater County Commissioners require the selected 
contractor to provide 100% performance and payment bonds 
and contractor must provide/meet all insurance requirements 
specific to Broadwater County requirements to include

builder’s risk to include full cost of building replacement. 
Contractor must carry a minimum of $1 million in general 
liability insurance. The Contractor’s insurance coverage shall 
name Broadwater County as additional insured under Commercial 
General Liability, Automobile, and Excess or Umbrella policies.

Contractor shall comply with all Fair Labor Practices of the 
State of Montana. The Contractor and his/her subcontractors 
shall comply with the Montana Contractor’s law and shall have 
a Certificate of Registration from the State of Montana, Depart-
ment of Labor and Industry, Employment Relations Division.

Contractor must comply with all current “Montana Prevail-
ing Wage” for Building Construction determinations to include 
providing certified payroll for each labor class anticipated in the 
completion of the project. All Montana Prevailing Wage Rates 
are available on the internet at erd.dli.mt.gov/labor- standards 
or by contacting the department at (406) 444-6543. Full text 
for rates and compliance can be found on the State of Montana 
Department of Labor website:

https://erd.dli.mt.gov/_docs/labor-standards/Prevailing-
Wage/BC-Final-2022-Amended-Insulation- Worker.pdf, or by 
contacting the Department of Labor & Industry at (406) 444-6543

•	 Advertisement dates: 8/19/22, 8/26/22, 9/2/22
•	 Proposal due Date: September 6th, 2022 5:00 pm MST
•	 Proposal Open Date: September 7th, 2022 10:15 am MST

This is a turn-key proposal request, all components of the 
design and install of a complete building package must be 
included in the proposal. Costs related to the preparation of a 
response to this solicitation are solely those of the proposer, 
and the County assumes no responsibility for any such costs 
incurred by the proposer.

Provide the following; Total Installed Price, Additional cost 
to provide and install drainage gutters on building, Start Date, 
Completion Date. Provide information on past experience with 
three references, proposed building design, and assurances on 
ability to meet contract terms and schedule. Each proposal must 
be accompanied by a Certified Check, Cashier’s Check, or Bid 
Bond payable to Broadwater County, in an amount not less than 
ten percent (10%) of the total amount of the bid.

Proposals shall be in a sealed envelope clearly marked 4-H 
Metal Building Proposal. Submit four (4) bound hardcopies. 
Proposals shall be signed in ink with the name of the proposer 
typed below the signature. A proposer may be requested to present 
further evidence of his, her, or its experience and qualifications 
and the entity’s financial ability to carry out the terms of the 
contract. Proposals will be evaluated based on the information 
submitted; therefore, the submitted information should be in 
sufficient detail to facilitate a comprehensive analysis. The 
proposals will be evaluated based on the following criteria:

1.	 Pricing: 40%
2.	 Proposer’s Past Experience (include 3 references): 20%
3.	 Proposed building design: 20%
4.	 Ability to meet contract terms and schedule: 20%

The right is reserved to reject any or all proposals received, 
to waive informalities, and to accept the proposal that is in the 
best interest of the Owner.

Proposal address:
Broadwater Co Commissioners

515 Broadway
Townsend MT 59644

(406) 266-9271

ANNOUNCEMENT

The City of Townsend will hold a public hearing on September 
9, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. prior to the City Council Meeting.

The purpose of the hearing is to hear comments on the 
proposed FY23 Budget for the City of Townsend, all persons 
are encouraged to attend.

POSITION ANNOUNCEMENT

The City of Townsend is now accepting applications and Resume 
for the position of City Clerk/Treasurer.  

This is a Full Time Position which includes Employee 
Paid Medical, Dental, Vision and Life Insurance,  Mandatory 
Enrollment into the Montana Public Employees Retirement 
System, Paid Vacation and Sick Leave and availability of Aflac 
and Nationwide 529 Deferred Compensation Plan.

Applications may be picked up at Townsend City Hall, 
110 Broadway, Townsend Montana.  Applications should be 
filled out in your own penmanship.  Include a recent printed 
or typed Resume.  Salary for this position is Depending on 
Experience (DOE)

Submit Application Package in a sealed envelope to Peter 
Simon, Townsend City Attorney, 303 Broadway, Townsend, 
MT 59644 by 5:00 pm. September 16, 2022, this position may 
be held open until filled.  

JOB DESCRIPTION

PRIMARY OBJECTIVE OF POSITION: Under Administrative 
Direction, performs a variety of complex work; directs depart-
ment procedures and processes. Work varies considerably within 
established legal standards and procedures.

ESSENTIAL JOB FUNCTIONS:
•	 Must possess the ability to meet the public and communicate 

Classifieds: 25¢/word, 25 word minimum

orally and in writing, hear and speak with clarity, and possess 
computer knowledge and skills.

•	 Work is primarily performed in an office setting involving 
prolonged sitting, bending, stooping, lifting 35#s (greater 
with assistance), and walking.

•	 Must be bondable and certified as a Notary Public; and
•	 Must possess valid Montana Operator’s license and depend-

able transportation.

MAJOR AREAS OF ACCOUNTABILITY AND 
PERFORMANCE:
•	 Serves as custodian of official City records and public docu-

ments, performs certification and recording for the City as 
required on legal documents and other records requiring such 
certification; seals and attests by signature to ordinances, 
resolutions, contracts, easements, deeds, bonds, or other 
documents; catalogs and files all city records.

•	 Attends regular and special city council meetings; oversees 
or performs an accurate recording of the proceedings, 
preparation of the minutes, recording, indexing, and filing for 
the public record, and distributes information as requested.

•	 Prepares and advertises meeting agendas, bids, legal notices 
of public hearings and special meetings, distributes materials, 
minutes, and records of meetings.

•	 Files ordinances and resolutions of the City Council and 
oversees the codification of ordinances into the municipal code.

•	 Work performed may include the preparation of Mayor’s 
and Council Members’ correspondence and other documents 
from copy, rough draft, or recording.

•	 Position requires substantial contact with the public and 
fellow employees in which tact and diplomacy are necessary 
and often involving confidentiality.

•	 Communicates official plans, policies, and procedures to 
staff and the public.

•	 Manages and supervises Department operations to achieve 
goals within available resources; plans and organizes work-
loads and staff assignments, trains, motivates and evaluates 
assigned staff; reviews progress and directs changes as needed.

•	 Gathers, interprets, and prepares data for a variety of studies, 
reports, and related information for decision-making purposes.

•	 Administers the investment program, maintains required 
investment records, and prepares related reports as required, 
answers cash management and investment related questions.

•	 Maintains records for bond payments, fiscal agent, and 
related redemption ledgers.

•	 Prepares Claims for payment and issues warrants for ap-
proved claims.

•	 Assures Department responsibilities are performed within 
budget; performs cost control activities to assure sound City-
wide fiscal control by monitoring revenue and expenditures, 
prepares annual budget requests and assures the effective 
and efficient use of budgeted funds, personnel, materials, 
facilities, and time.

•	 Balances bank statements monthly.
•	 Performs other related duties as needed.

SUPERVISION - RESPONSIBILITY FOR WORK OF OTH-
ERS: Responsible for the supervision of Department personnel.

EDUCATION, TRAINING, AND EXPERIENCE 
REQUIREMENTS:
•	 Graduation from high school or its equivalent; PLUS
•	 Three (3) years of progressive office experience, records 

information management, computer skills and accounting 
experience required (knowledgeable with GAAP, Generally 
Acceptable Accounting Procedures preferred).

•	 Supervisory skills through course work or actual supervision 
of employees preferred.

•	 Advanced Excel and Black Mountain Software experience 
desirable; and

•	 Must possess a valid Montana Operator’s license and 
dependable transportation.

EXAMPLES OF PERFORMANCE CRITERIA AND 
EXPECTATIONS:
•	 Possesses the ability to operate a personal computer including 

word processing, spread sheet software, central financial 
computer software, document scanner, 10 key calculators, 
phone, and copy machines.

•	 Issues municipal licenses, including business, animal, vari-
ous regulatory licenses in accordance with applicable city 
ordinances and other regulations.

•	 Attends seminars and workshops related to City Clerk duties 
and responsibilities.

•	 Responsible for materials and equipment requiring care.
•	 May receive money from other departments and credits the 

correct account codes.
•	 Prepares accurate and timely reports for State and Federal 

governments.
•	 Communicates and works effectively with employees, 

Accountant, and Auditors; and
•	 Performs all other duties as required.

purchase grounds maintenance equipment during its 
August 16 meeting.

The new buses will cost the district approximately 
$225,000. The district plans to supplement the cost of 
the two buses by trading in three from its current fleet for 
$86,100, leaving a $138,500 bill for the district to cover.

Three Forks School District Superintendent Rhonda 
Uthlaut said the district could cover the cost using funds 
in the transportation account and the extra income from 
the depreciation fund added by the new buses.

“All our buses would be updated to basically new,” 
Three Forks Transportation Manager Craig Potts said.

Two of the three buses approved for trade-in have 
“depreciated out,” while the third bus has given the 
school quite a headache. When the district purchased the 
third bus in 2019 with no warranty, they were unaware 
that its rear-end pusher motor made it unsuitable for 
gravel roads. Four radiator replacements later, Potts is 
ready for a change.

“I either keep getting it repaired all the time, or 
we discard it now,” Potts told the board. “It’s a good 
built bus, but it’s really good at throwing rocks into 
the radiator.”

Currently, the bus only has 25,000 miles, which 
Potts said have accumulated mostly from driving it to 
and from repairs.

The new buses will include warranties, much to 
Potts’ and the district’s relief.

Trustees voiced concerns that by trading three buses 
for two, they would be short a bus and be limited in the 
number of routes they could fill. Potts assured the board 
that the trade would leave the district with two spare 
buses. “Long story short, we have more than enough 
buses for all of our routes,” Potts said, adding that the 
district’s lack of drivers prevents them from adding 
routes anyways.

Currently, the district has three bus routes and hopes 
to have five. After the trade-in, the district’s fleet will 
contain 6 buses.

Potts also approached the board with a request to 
purchase a skid steer or similar piece of equipment for 
maintenance, such as snow removal, moving bleach-
ers and more. With the recent parking lot and building 
expansion, Potts said, the campus will require twice the 
amount of snow removal as it did before.

Potts received three quotes for potential equipment, 
noting that it was difficult to find used options: A John 
Deere loader for $96,000, an all-wheel skid steer from 
Camp Implement for $86,000 and a tool cat for $80,000.

“None of these things are cheap, unfortunately,” 
Potts told the board, adding that the John Deere loader 
is his preferred option.

While the other options have limited attachments 
and low lifting capacity, the loader can lift more than 
5,600 pounds and works with all skid steer attachments 
such as a bucket, snow blower and forklift hooks.

So far, Potts has borrowed or rented equipment to 
complete tasks around campus.

The school board also discussed the fiscal year 2023 
budget during the August 16 meeting but broke for 
recess until 6:30 p.m. on August 23 since the budget 
isn’t ready for approval yet.

“It is in progress,” Uthlaut said.
The Three Forks School Board then resumed its 

budget discussion and hosted a special meeting for 
other agenda items.
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DERMATOLOGY OUTREACH 
COMING TO TOWNSEND!

by Justin Tiffany
Director of Clinic & Ancillary Services

We are excited to share that 
we now have dermatology 
outreach available right 
here in Townsend at Billings 
Clinic Broadwater.

Billings Clinic Bozeman 
board-certified dermatolo-
gist Christopher Crowley, 
M.D., Ph.D., FAAD, will 
be coming to Billings Clinic 
Broadwater every month 
to provide diagnosis and 
treatment for the full range 
of adult dermatologic conditions.

A Helena native, he is now happily back at home 
in Montana after training for many years in California. 
He received his undergraduate degree at Montana State 
University and combined Ph.D. and medical degrees 
at UCLA. Dr. Crowley then completed a transitional 
internship at Los Angeles County Harbor-UCLA Medi-
cal Center in 2014 and a dermatology residency at UC 
San Diego in 2017.

When he's not in the clinic, Dr. Crowley is likely to 
be outdoors, trying to keep up with his kids.

Dr. Crowley will be in Townsend on September 15; 
to schedule an appointment with him at Billings Clinic 
Broadwater, please call 406-898-1200.

Along with this new Dermatology outreach, Billings 
Clinic Broadwater also continues to bring specialists 
in Pediatrics, OB/GYN, Cardiology and Podiatry to 
Townsend to provide high-quality specialty care close 
to home.
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for the month of August. 

Physicals are $25, and 100% of the fee 
will be donated back to the athletic program 

where the student participates. Cash or check only. 

Get your athlete ready for the sports season ahead and 
schedule a sports physical by calling 406-266-3186. 

Get a sports physical 
and support your school!

Are you 
interested in 

providing a gift 
subscription to a 
friend, non-profit 

organization, 
or service 

organization? 
Come in today 

and find out what 
you can do!

 DOES THE STATE LEGISLATURE 
NEED A SPECIAL SESSION TO 

SPEND DOWN THE BUDGET 
SURPLUS? 

Arren Kimbel-Sannit
Montana Free Press

Republican legislators are divided on calls 
to assemble in a special session and pass income and 
property tax rebates, the latest proposal to spend down 
a substantial state budget surplus.

Two separate pushes for a special session, a compara-
tively rare phenomenon in Montana politics, have emerged. 
Each faces the hurdle of either getting the governor on 
board or gathering majority support among legislators. 
And while Republicans hold more than enough legislative 
seats to make the latter path a possibility, some factional 
flare-ups mean not every member of the majority caucus 
is aligned behind the effort.

Rep. Brad Tschida, R-Missoula, and Republican 
legislative candidate Lyn Hellegaard, who is running to 
succeed Tschida in his House seat, ignited the effort late 
last month with an op-ed in the Missoulian proposing 
to return a maximum of $3,000 in state income taxes 
to people who filed in Montana in the 2021 and 2020 
tax years.

That call was followed in mid-August by one from 
Sen. Greg Hertz, R-Polson, who proposed to disburse the 
surplus with $1,000 rebates for Montana homeowners 
who paid property taxes in the last two years, rebates 
of up to $1,250 for individuals and $2,500 for couples 
who paid resident income taxes during those two years, 
and $100 million to pay down state debt. 

At play is between $1 billion and $1.4 billion in state 
revenues beyond the baseline in the current biennial budget, 
according to legislative fiscal analysts. That surplus is a 
product of higher-than-predicted tax collections.

The two pushes are ostensibly separate. Only Hertz, 
along with nine other legislators, has initiated the process 
to call the Legislature into a special session by requesting 
that the secretary of state’s office poll the Legislature to 
determine if a majority supports a special session. 

“When an overpayment of this magnitude occurs, 
it’s logically expected by the people of Montana and 
fiscally responsible for the state government to return 
the overpayment in an efficient manner and on a timely 
schedule,” Hertz wrote in his letter requesting the polling.

That request was submitted to the secretary of state 
Aug. 12. Lawmakers have 30 days to respond; non-
responses are counted as votes against. 

Republicans hold 67 of 100 state House seats and 31 
of 50 Senate seats — more than enough to achieve the 
simple bicameral majority needed to approve a special 
session. 

But some prominent voices in the party have spoken 
out against the proposals, most notably Rep. Llew Jones, 
R-Conrad, chair of the House Appropriations Committee 
and de facto leader of a sub-caucus of comparatively 
moderate Republicans who regularly find themselves at 
odds with hard-line conservative lawmakers like Tschida. 

Jones and his allies have opposed a number of special 
session proposals so far this interim: to restrict abortion in 
the fallout of the U.S. Supreme Court’s Dobbs decision, 
for example, or to pass election integrity measures, or to 
draw new Public Service Commission maps. 

Jones said the current special session proposal would 
rush a relatively rare opportunity to invest a large surplus 
to benefit taxpayers in the long run — an opportunity he 
said is better suited to the regular session, where passing 
a budget is the Legislature’s only constitutional duty. 

In his own July op-ed, Jones called for using the money 
to bolster the struggling state hospital at Warm Springs, 
top off the state’s wildfire and emergency funds, pass 
temporary property tax reductions and more. Democrats, 
meanwhile, have proposed investing $1 billion of surplus 
funds into affordable housing, childcare, property tax 
relief and mental health care services. 

“It takes away a discussion,” Jones told Montana Free 
Press last week of the special session proposal. “Can 
we do something for mental health? Can we do simple 
things, like $500 or $600 million to unfunded pension 
liabilities? At least, a conversation ought to be held. It 
takes away our ability to consider those investments that 
will benefit future taxpayers.”

Over the weekend, another comparative moderate 
and Jones ally, Rep. Frank Garner, R-Kalispell, wrote 
his own op-ed questioning why certain legislators would 
want to gather the Legislature in special session just 
over three months before the scheduled meeting of the 
regular session. 

Special sessions, he noted, have historically been 
called to attend to immediate emergencies. 

“The current proposal is to address approximately $1.5 
billion in approximately two days,” Garner wrote. “As 
I consider my weighty decision on this session call, my 
first concern is if this proposal is driven by an imminent 
emergency or by those wanting to write checks to voters 
because their emergency is merely an imminent election.”

If it is convened, the special session would likely 
occur right before ballots are mailed out in October, he 
added. Tschida, for one, is running for an open Senate 
seat in a competitive Missoula district against current 
Democratic Rep. Willis Curdy. 

“Had we been able to do this earlier when we wanted 
to call a special session a month ago, it would not have 
bumped up against the election,” Tschida said in response 
to Garner’s suggestion Monday. 

Tschida also said there are good reasons not to wait. 
“In my estimation, why would we wait to give taxpay-

ers their money back during session when two things are 
working against it: We have new legislators who don’t 
understand the process and how it works, and by the time 
a decision is made those taxpayers probably won’t get 
their money back until June, July or August next year,” 
Tschida said.

Republican leadership is also split on the idea. House 
Majority Leader Sue Vinton and Senate Majority Leader 
Cary Smith, both of Billings, were both among the sig-
natories to Hertz’s letter, and have called on constituents 
to ask their representatives to support a special session. 

Senate President Mark Blasdel, meanwhile, agreed 
with the concept of returning money to taxpayers, but 
was non-committal on the specifics. 

“Legislative Republicans are excited to return excess 
tax money back to the taxpayers who paid it,” Blasdel 
said in a statement. “The timing of a legislative session 
to accomplish that and the exact mechanisms for return-
ing the money are points of ongoing discussion among 
legislators.”

Those pushing for a special session have found no 
support among Democrats. House Minority Leader Kim 
Abbott, D-Helena, told MTFP her caucus is unified against 
the idea, noting the tens of thousands of dollars required 
to run a special session with questionable benefit. 

“We put out a pretty comprehensive plan on how we 
feel some of the income balance should be spent this 
session,” she said. “We see this as a pretty expensive-
for-the-taxpayers election game.”


